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Figure 129.	 Key Earthenware sherds from JUH25-TP1; 1. Coarse Earthenware ETH-PL1 plate/lid rim; 2. Coarse Earthenware 
ETH-PL1 plate/lid profile; 3.  Coarse Earthenware plate/lid fragment from base of a tannūr; 4.  Hard, Fine 
Earthenware body sherd with slab join; 5. Hard, Fine Earthenware large water storage jar with slab join (photos. 
N. Tait).��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 134

Figure 130.	 Key Earthenware sherds from TP1; 1. Red Earthenware basin rim; 2. Exploded Limy Earthenware Rounded ETH-
PL2 plate/lid rim; 3. Coarse Limy Earthenware hemispherical handle; 4. Pinkish-Red Exploded Limy Earthenware 
storage jar rim; 5. Hard, Reduced Earthenware handle join; 6. Dense Red Earthenware comb incised and appliqué 
dots; 7. Dark, Clinky Gritty Earthenware neck join with burnt residue on interior; 8. AFRI.1 form AFR.JR2 Globular 
jar rim; 9. AFRI.2 body sherd; 10. AFRI.3 body sherd (photos. N. Tait).�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 135
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secondary red painted decoration; 15. BISC lid; 16. BISC body sherd with detailed incised decoration; 17. BISC 
body sherd with incised wave; 18. BISC.EGG handle with thumb rest; 19. BISC.EGG flat base from a small globular 
vessel; 20. BISC.EGG flat base with foot; 21. BISC.EGG probable jug/jar rim with incised decoration; 22. BISC.EGG 
small jar fragment with complete handle; 23. BISC.EGG jug/jar neck; 24. BISC.EGG jug/jar neck with moulded 
ridge; 25. BISC.EGG jug/jar neck with moulded ridges; 26. BISC.EGG BISC.BW1 small cup; 27. BISC.EGG body sherd 
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rest; 4. WHITE.EGG jug rim; 5. WHITE.EGG jug rim with incised decoration; 6. WHITE.EGG rim with horizontal 
incised line decoration; 7. WHITE.EGG neck join with incised decoration; 8. WHITE.EGG base, 9. WHITE.EGG base 
with faint secondary painted decoration; 10. WHITE.EGG base with secondary painted decoration; 11. WHITE.
EGG body sherd with incised and secondary painted decoration; 12. WHITE.EGG ribbon handle and body with 
secondary painted decoration; 13.  WHITE.EGG jug rim with secondary painted decoration; 14.  WHITE base; 
15. WHITE base; 16. WHITE base; 17. WHITE base with “foot”; 18. WHITE double ribbon handle with turban handle; 
19. WHITE ribbon handle with stamped thumb rest; 20. WHITE rim with incised decoration; 21. WHITE rim with 
appliqué near rim; 22. WHITE rim; 23. WHITE body with incised decoration; 24. WHITE body sherd with secondary 
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Figure 135.	 Key other Commonwares from TP3; 1. FIRMIC flat base; 2. Damaged FIRMIC concave base with soot deposits; 
3. FIRMIC probable medium basin rim with incised decoration on rim; 4. FIRMIC jar/jug rim; 5. FIRMIC jar/jug rim 
with incised decoration; 6. FIRMIC neck join with piercing; 7. FIRMIC small ribbon handle; 8. FIRMIC body sherd 
with comb-incised decoration; 9. Cream Slipped Red ware basin rim with incised decoration on rim; 10. Cream 
Slipped Red ware probable jug/jar rim; 11. Cream Slipped Red ware ribbon handle with thumb rest; 12. Fine Pale 
Buffware base with foot; 13. Fine Pale Buffware probable jug/jar rim; 14. Fine Pale Buffware neck; 15. Umayyad 
Appliqué ware body with appliqué decorated handle with incised decoration; 16. Umayyad Appliqué ware body 
with appliqué decorated ribbon handle; 17. Porous Buffware jar rim; 18. Hard Buffware jug neck join (photos. N. 
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Figure 136.	 Key Earthenwares from TP3; 1. Red Earthenware basin with comb incised decoration on rim; 2. Red Earthenware 
body sherd broken along slab join; 3.  Red Earthenware bowl/basin rim; 4.  Red Earthenware globular jar rim; 
5. Red Earthenware storage jar rim; 6. Dense Earthenware flat base with lug handle; 7. Dense Earthenware spout; 
8. Dense Earthenware probable industrial object; 9. Dense Earthenware base with bitumen underneath; 10. Fine, 
Hard Earthenware rim; 11. Fine, Hard Earthenware body sherd broken along slab join; 12. Fine, Hard Earthenware 
body sherd with shallow horizontal incised lines and drilled hole; 13. Decorated Coarse Earthenware plate/lid 
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Figure 137.	 Key Earthenwares from TP3; 1. Shelly Brown Earthenware base; 2. Coarse Limy Earthenware lug handle; 3. Hard 
Grey Earthenware rim; 4.  Pinkish-Red Exploded Lime Earthenware rim; 5.  Hard Sandy Earthenware rim and 
handle; 6.  Fine Soft Earthenware ribbon handle with thumb rest; 7.  Brown Fibrous Earthenware; 8.  Coarse 
Handmade Earthenware body sherd; 9. AFRI.1 necked jar rim; 10. AFRI.1 neck jar rim; 11. AFRI.2 globular jar rim; 
12. AFRI.2 globular jar rim; 13. AFRI.3 bowl rim; 14. AFRI.4 bowl rim; 15. AFRI.4 jar rim (photos. N. Tait).������������������ 145

Figure 138.	 Key Glazed Wares from TP3; 1. Hijazi ware form HIJ-BW1 small bowl/cup fragment; 2. Almost complete Hijazi 
ware form HIJ-BW1 small bowl/cup; 3. Hijazi ware probable form HIJ-BW1 rim; 4. Drilled Hijazi ware form HIJ-
BW2 rim; 5.  Hijazi ware form HIJ-BW2 rim; 6.  Hijazi ware form HIJ-BW2 full profile; 7.  Hijazi ware form HIJ-
BW3 rim; 8. Hijazi ware form HIJ-BW3 rim with potential spiral decoration; 9. Hijazi ware HIJ-JR1 form rim with 
potential spiral decoration and horizontal incised decoration under rim; 10. Hijazi ware HIJ-JR1 form rim with 
appliqué ridge; 11. Hijazi ware form HIJ-JR1 rim; 12. Hijazi ware form HIJ-JR2 cylindrical jug; 13. Hijazi ware neck 
join with ribbon handle; 14. Hijazi ware pipe handle; 15. Hijazi ware flat base; 16. Worn Hijazi ware ring base with 
potential spiral decoration and green glaze; 17. Olive-Brown Hijazi ware probable form HIJ-BW1 rim with green 
glaze; 18. Olive-Brown Hijazi ware form HIJ-BW2 rim; 19. Olive-Brown Hijazi ware form HIJ-JR1 rim; 20. Olive-
Brown Hijazi ware jar rim with horizontal incised decoration; 21. Olive-Brown Hijazi ware flat base with carinated 
body; 22. Olive-Brown Hijazi ware body sherd with appliqué ridge and spiral decoration (photos. N. Tait).��������������� 146

Figure 139.	 Reconstructed Green Glazed Commonware form GLA-BW3 basin/large bowl with multiple pairs of holes drilled 
for repair from TP3 (photos. N. Tait).����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 147

Figure 140.	 Key Glazed wares from TP3; 1. Olive-Brown Glazed form GLA-BW4 small bowl/cup rim; 2. Olive-Brown Glazed 
narrow-necked jug rim with ribbon handle; 3. Olive-Brown Glazed form GLA-BW1 rim; 4. Olive-Brown Glazed 
shallow dish/plate; 5. Olive-Brown Glazed form GLA-JR1 jar rim; 6. Olive-Brown Glazed ware carinated sherd; 
7. Olive-Brown Glazed sherd with appliqué ridge; 8. Olive-Brown Glazed toggle or spout; 9. Yellow Glazed form 
GLA-BW2 rim; 10. Green Glazed form GLA-BW3 rim; 11. Green Glazed form GLA-BW1 rim; 12. Green Glazed jar rim; 
13. Green Glazed form GLA-JR2 rim; 14. Green Glazed base with foot; 15. Green Glazed potential North African 
tagine sherd (photos. N. Tait).������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 148

Figure 141.	 Key Glazed wares from TP3; 1. Dark Brown glazed form GLA-BW1 rim; 2. Blue Glazed small jar rim; 3.  Blue Glazed 
2 neck join; 4. Degraded glaze form GLA-BW3 basin rim; 5.  Degraded glaze form GLA-BW3 basin rim; 6. Degraded 
glaze GLA-BW1 rim; 7. Degraded glaze ring base; 8. Very worn Green/Yellow Glazed Moulded ware; 9. Polychrome 
Glazed ware body sherd with drilled hole (photos N. Tait).��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 149

Figure 142.	 Key Samarra horizon and associated glazed wares; 1. OPAQ.W ring base; 2. OPAQ.W form OPQ-BW1 bowl rim; 
3. OPAQ.W lid; 4. OPAQ.LG ring base with Arabic script on interior; 5. OPAQ.GR ring base with mixed lustre on both; 
6. OPAQ.LG form OPQ-BW1 bowl rim; 7. OPAQ.LG form OPQ-BW1 bowl rim; 8. OPAQ.LG form OPQ-BW1 bowl rim; 
9. OPAQ.GR form OPQ-BW1 bowl rim with gold interior and ruby exterior; 10. OPAQ.LG small bowl rim; 11. OPAQ.
LG drilled body sherd; 12. OPAQ.GR body sherd with mixed lustre on both; 13. OPAQ.GR body sherd with mixed 
lustre on interior; 14. OPAQ.TS rim; 15. OPAQ.TS ring base; 16. OPAQ.TBS body sherd; 17. SPLASH.GW jug rim; 
18. ALK.T bowl rim; 19. ALK.T jug/jar rim; 20. ALK.T large, thick-walled ring base with dark grey/black glazed 
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interior; 21. ALK.T body sherd with white glazed interior; 22. Polychrome Splashed Glazed ware bowl rim with 
iron repair rivet, 23. Polychrome Splashed Glazed ware concave bowl rim (photos. N. Tait).����������������������������������������� 150

Figure 143.	 Key sherds from TP4; 1. BISC jug rim; 2. BISC probable basin rim; 3. BISC.EGG ribbon handle fragment; 4. WHITE 
jug/jar neck; 5. WHITE.EGG base; 6. Fine Red Micaceous ware body sherd; 7. Porous Buffware body sherd; 8. Cream 
Slipped Red ware thick body sherd; 9. Red Earthenware rim with faint comb incised wave decoration; 10. Fine, 
Hard Earthenware body with residue on exterior; 11.  Coarse Handmade earthenware body sherd; 12.  Hard, 
Reduced Earthenware body sherd; 13. Hard Burnished ware body sherd; 14. AFRI.2 body sherd; 15. AFRI.3 body 
sherd; 16.  Hijazi ware jug/jar rim; 17.  Green Glazed Commonware GLA.JR1 jar rim; 18.  Fine Degraded Glazed 
Commonware fine rim; 19.  Degraded Glazed Commonware body sherd with thick horizontal incised lines; 
20. Green/Yellow Glazed moulded ware; 21. Gold Lustre Ware rim with faint gold decoration remaining; 22. White 
Opaque Glazed ware fine rim; 23. Chinese White Ware porcelain with carved decoration (photos. N. Tait).��������������� 152

Figure 144.	 Number of sherds recorded in the Shovel Test Pit units.�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 153
Figure 145.	 Key Commonwares from Shovel Test Pits; 1. BISC incised decorated body; 2. BISC.EGG with horizontal incised 

decoration; 3. BISC.EGG neck join with incised and punctate decoration; 4. BISC neck join with incised decoration; 
5. BISC.EGG neck join; 6. BISC ring base; 7. BISC.EGG flat base; 8. BISC.EGG rim; 9. BISC jug/jar rim with part of large 
drilled hole; 10. WHITE Neck with wide incised lines; 11. WHITE globular jar rim/neck; 12. WHITE jug/jar rim; 
13. WHITE rim with small appliqué handle on rim; 14. WHITE.EGG jug rim with fine incised decoration; 15. WHITE.
EGG jug rim with ribbon handle and thumb rest; 16. WHITE.EGG with incised lines and rough appliqué; 17. Cream 
Slipped Red ware COM.BA1 basin rim; 18. Cream Slipped Red ware jug/jar rim; 19. Sandy Commonware thick jug/
jar rim (photos. N. Tait).���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 154

Figure 146.	 Key Earthenwares from Shovel Test Pits; 1. Hard, Fine Earthenware storage jar rim; 2. Hard, Fine Earthenware 
body sherd with repair rivet; 3.  Red Earthenware jug/jar rim; 4.  Red Earthenware sherd with comb-incised 
decoration; 5. Red Earthenware sherd with incised applique ridge; 6. Dense Brown Earthenware base with drilled 
hole; 7. Dense Earthenware rim; 8. Pinkish-Red Exploded Lime ware potential lid rim; 9. Pinkish-Red Exploded 
Lime ware neck with ribbon handle join; 10. AFRI.2 AFRI.BW1 form bowl rim (photos. N. Tait).����������������������������������� 156

Figure 147.	 Key Glazed wares from Shovel Test Pits; 1. Olive-Brown Hijazi Ware body sherd; 2. Hijazi Ware body sherd; 3. Hijazi 
Ware jug/jar rim; 4. Hijazi ware HIJ-BW1 rim with drill hole; 5. Hijazi ware ring base; 6. Hijazi ware “stem” base; 
7. Green Glazed flat base; 8. Fine Olive Glazed ware body sherd; 9. OPAQ.W body sherd with drill hole; 10. ALK.T 
flat base; 11. ALK.T fine rim; 12. ALK.T jar rim; 13. Potential Manganese Purple Underglaze-Painted bowl (photos. 
N. Tait).��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 157

Figure 148.	 Key sherds kept from the Transect Survey Points; 1. Worn BISC.EGG ribbon handle; 2. Worn unusual BISC rim; 
3. BISC.EGG jug rim; 4.  WHITE.EGG worn rim and handle with thumb rest; 5. WHITE with moulded decoration;  
6. Fine Red Micaceous ware body with moulded or carved horizontal groove; 7. Fine Red Micaceous ware body 
with comb incised decoration; 8. Very worn Cream Slipped Red ware flanged rim with incised decoration; 9. Sandy 
Commonware probable deep bowl rim with external ribbing; 10. Red Earthenware large bowl rim with ribbing 
and comb incised lines; 11. Dense Earthenware basin rim with broken flanged rim; 12. Fine, Hard Earthenware 
body with white residue on interior; 13. Hijazi ware bowl rim; 14. Hijazi ware jug/jar rim with clear green infill; 
15. Hijazi ware body sherd/neck join; 16. Hijazi ware body with thick black and green lines; 17. Green Glazed GLA-
BW2 form bowl rim; 18. Green Glazed GLA-BW1 form bowl rim; 19. Green Glazed ribbon handle join; 20. Yellow 
Glazed body sherd with incised line; 21. Green/Yellow Glazed Moulded ware body sherd; 22. Gold Lustre ware 
body sherd with faint  lustre; 23. Black on White Opaque Glazed ware body sherd; 24. ALK.T body sherd with 
black glazed interior; 25. Green and White Splashed ware body sherd; 26. Polychrome Splashed ware jug/jar rim; 
27. Polychrome Splashed ware bowl rim; 28. Chinese Yue Celadon body sherd (photos. N. Tait).��������������������������������� 158

Figure 149.	 Number of sherds recorded in the transect survey sample points.�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 159
Figure 150.	 Key general Surface collection Commonwares and Earthenwares; 1. BISC incised decorated sherd; 2. BISC detached 

turban handle; 3. White ware detached turban handle;  4. Fine Red Micaceous ware body sherd with fine comb-
incised decoration; 5. Fine Red Micaceous ware body sherd with incised decoration; 6. Fine Red Micaceous ware 
rim; 7. Umayyad Appliqué ware body sherd; 8. Red Earthenware worn rim with turban handle; 9. Red Earthenware 
detached turban handle. 10. Red Earthenware rim with comb incised decoration; 11. Fine, Hard Earthenware ETH.
BA1 basin rim; 12. Coarse Earthenware ETH.PL2 plate rim; 13. Coarse Earthenware unidentified object; 14. Pinkish-
Red Exploded Lime ware unidentified, probable industrial object; 15. Unidentified ware moulded decorated sherd; 
16. Unidentified ware grey possible lid rim (photos. N. Tait).������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 161

Figure 151.	 Key Glazed Wares, Stonewares, and Porcelains from general Surface Collections; 1. Very worn Hijazi ware jug/
jar rim; 2. Hijazi ware body with appliqué ridge; 3. Hijazi ware body sherds showing decoration patterns; 4. Hijazi 
ware ribbon handle join; 5. Olive-Brown Hijazi ware large flat base; 6. Olive-Brown Hijazi ware body sherd; 7. Green 
Glazed GLA-BW1 form bowl rim; 8. Green Glazed jar rim; 9. Green Glazed ribbon handle; 10. Green Glazed small 
handle; 11. Olive-Brown Glazed jug/jar rim with drilled hole and rivet; 12. Green/Yellow Glazed Moulded ware 
rim; 13.  Green/Yellow Glazed Moulded ware body sherd; 14.  Green/Yellow Glazed Moulded ware body sherd; 
15. Green/Yellow Glazed Moulded ware body sherd; 16. OPAQ.GL bowl rim with faded lustre on interior; 17. OPAQ.
GL  ring base; 18. ALK.T small jar rim; 19. Turquoise Splashed Opaque Glazed ware body; 20. Turquoise and Black 
Splashed Opaque Glazed ware 2 body; 21. Turquoise Splashed Opaque Glazed ware 2 bowl  rim; 22. Green and 
White Splashed ware bowl rim; 23. Blue and White Frit ware rim; 24. Chinese Yue Celadon body sherd; 25. SEA 
Unglazed Stoneware body sherd; 26. SEA Green Glazed Stoneware body sherd (photos. N. Tait).��������������������������������� 162

Figure 152.	 Sherds from the ‘Rescue’ Surface Collections; 1.  Reconstructed Polychrome Splashed ware body from JUH25-
S/C-Rescue-1; 2. Reconstructed Polychrome Splashed ware rim from JUH25-S/C-Rescue-1; 3. Unidentified Green 
splashed ware body sherds from JUH25-S/C-Rescue-2 awaiting reconstruction (photos. N. Tait).�������������������������������� 163





Islamic Archaeology in Al-Juḥfah and the Hijaz, Saudi Arabia (Archaeopress 2026): 1–2

The first season of archaeological fieldwork was 
completed between 29th October and 25th November 
2025 as part of the partnership project, An Archaeological 
Investigation of the Hijaz Hajj/Hijrah Route between Makkah 
and Madinah, 2025-2028 involving the Saudi Heritage 
Commission and the University of Exeter, funded by 
the Saudi Heritage Commission, Eng. Anas Serafi, and 
the Al-Medad Foundation. This developed from the 
ground-breaking research of Professor Abdullah Alkadi, 
also a project partner, who identified 55 milestones 
demarcating an ancient caravan route, the Darb al-
Anbiyā’, or ‘Way of the Prophets’, that later became 
a Hajj route surviving in sections between Makkah 
and Madinah (Alkadi 2021). Preliminary survey was 
completed on this route in March 2023 (Insoll and 
Alkadi In Press) indicating the immense potential of 
many of the sites associated with the route. 

One of the key sites identified was Al-Juḥfah, 
approximately 185km north of Makkah where there 
are the remains of a substantial stone-built town and 

qaṣr (Figures 1 and 2). This was the location of a mīqāt, 
one of five mawāqīt which denote the fixed boundary 
where pilgrims adopted iḥrām, thereby entering the 
“state of temporary consecration” (Van Donzel 1994: 
166) for Hajj and ‘Umrah denoted for men by wearing 
“two pieces of white seamless cloth” (ibid.). However, 
Al-Juḥfah was apparently abandoned by the early 12th 
century CE (all dates are CE unless otherwise specified), 
and replaced by Rabigh, 4km south, where new facilities 
were constructed in 1985 which remain in use (Alsubaie 
2018: 34).

Al-Juḥfah was also important in the earliest Islamic 
period as it was visited by the Prophet in 1/622, during 
the Hijrah, as well as the Farewell Hajj, and is believed 
to be a place of revelation (Alsubaie 2018: 36) of Verse 
85 of Surah 28, al-Qasas, of the Qur’an (web reference 1). 
The aims of the 2025 season were thus to:

1.	 Determine the extent of the settlement at Al-
Juḥfah.

Chapter 1:  

Introduction

Timothy Insoll
Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter, UK

Figure 1. Excavations inside the qaṣr at Al-Juḥfah (photo. Saudi Heritage Commission).
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2.	 Reconstruct its chronology using C14 and 
artefactual dating.

3.	 Reconstruct the ceramic sequence.
4.	 Establish what other categories of archaeological 

material survived.
5.	 Place Al-Juḥfah within its wider archaeological 

landscape.
6.	 Identify promising areas for large scale excavation.
7.	 Complete reconnaissance survey of other sites on 

the route.

Previous archaeological research in the region has been 
minimal and in addition to the work by Alkadi (2021) and 
Insoll and Alkadi (In Press) had largely been confined to 
preliminary survey of the area around Madinah (e.g., 

Figure 2. The location of Al-Juḥfah (c) General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Information. King Fahad National Library 
Legal Deposit No. 1445/665.

Eskoubi 2006, 2010). An exception, however, is provided 
by the investigation of Al-Juḥfah completed by Alsubaie 
(e.g., 2018, 2025) as part of doctoral research but his 
excavations were limited being confined to two test 
units, one in the town (T1) and the other in the qaṣr 
(T2) with limited finds other than ceramics. A useful 
overview of the history of the site and its function as a 
mīqāt is, however, presented and Alsubaie also argued 
that some of the architecture is of Umayyad date and 
more specifically can be linked “to the reign of the 
caliph Muʿāwiya ibn Abī Sufyān (AH 40 – 61/661-680)” 
(2025: 135). As will be discussed, the C14 chronology, as 
yet, does not permit such a level of precision, though 
some Umayyad period ceramics were recovered during 
the recent excavations as described below.


