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To my sister, Aysun Karatas

Es wächst heran ein neues Geschlecht,

Ganz ohne Schminke und Sünden,

 Mit freien Gedanken, mit freier Lust –

Dem werde ich alles verkünden.

A new generation is growing up,

Without makeup and sin,

With minds set free, with desires free—

To them, I shall reveal all.

Heinrich Heine, Germany. A Winter‘s Tale, Caput 27.642
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Maps

Sanctuaries and cults of Demeter and Kore attested by archaeological and epigraphic sources.
City names written in capital letters indicate sanctuaries of Demeter and Persephone/Kore attested by archaeological 
sources. 
City names in lowercase letters denote cults of Demeter and Persephone/Kore, attested by epigraphic sources or 
single finds.
The names of the cities are written in transliteration. 

Map 1. Crimea and Taman peninsulas



xxv

Map. 2. Bithynia, Phrygia, Galatia, Pamphlagonia, and Pontus

Map. 3. Mysia, Troas, Aeolis, Lydia, and Ionia
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Map. 4. Lydia, Ionia, Caria, and the islands off the western coast

Map. 5. Islands off the coast, Caria, and Lycia 
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Map. 6. Lycia, Pisidia, and Pamphylia

Map. 7. Cilicia
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Map 8. Near East, Egypt, and Libya

 Map 9. Thessaly, Macedonia, Chalcidice, and Thrace 
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Map 10. Acarnania, Aitolia, Phokis, Boiotia, Attica, Euboia, the Peloponnese, and the Cyclades

Map 11. Crete
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Map 12. Magna Graecia (Western Greece)
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Introduction

Sanctuaries dedicated to Demeter have been excavated in over 121 Greek cities, while her cult is documented by 
written sources in 223 cities (see Appendix Tables 1–2). Eleusis, home to the most prestigious mysteries of ancient 
Greece, played a central and pivotal role in the cult of Demeter, underscoring its immense historical significance. 
Magna Graecia was renowned for the cults of Demeter and Persephone/Kore. In contrast, the Greek East has 
traditionally been overlooked as a significant region for the worship of Demeter. Asia Minor, more commonly 
associated with the fertility deities Artemis and Cybele, has attracted greater research on these two goddesses. 
Nevertheless, despite the region’s established traditions of Cybele and Artemis, Demeter was venerated in 
numerous cities (see Maps 4 and 5). Archaeological evidence has revealed 22 sanctuaries of Demeter in the Greek 
East, including sites at Neandreia, Aigai, Pergamon, Erythrai, Teos, Priene, Miletus, Iasos, Halicarnassus, Theangela, 
Cnidus, Kaunos, Blaundos, Mytilene, Chios Town, Metochi on Chios, Samos Town, Cos Town, Kyparissi on Cos, Rhodes 
Town, and Lindos (Maps 2–7). These sanctuaries varied in form, with some being open-air sanctuaries featuring 
preserved sacrificial pits, while others included buildings and altars. The architectural features and associated 
findings provide a rich basis for understanding the development of Demeter’s cult, particularly when examined in 
conjunction with literary and epigraphic sources from over 90 cities in the Greek East and other parts of Asia Minor. 
Investigating the architectural elements and votive offerings of these sanctuaries may reveal regional distinctions 
in worship practices, reflecting local traditions or broader Hellenistic influences. In other regions of Asia Minor—
such as Bithynia, Lydia, Pisidia, Pamphylia, Cilicia, Paphlagonia, Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, and Lycaonia—before 
the Imperial period, the cults of Demeter and Kore appear to have played a minimal or insignificant role within the 
religious landscape.

The religious landscape of the Greek East and the sanctuaries of Demeter

The religious landscape of Asia Minor, deeply rooted in fertility and chthonic cults, reflects the region’s profound 
connection to the cycles of life and agriculture. The prominence of deities such as Artemis, Athena, Apollo, Zeus, 
Dionysus, and Aphrodite illustrates a fusion of traditional Olympian worship with local and regional elements, 
mainly through the worship of Cybele and Hecate. Cybele,1 strongly associated with the earth and natural forces, 
shares thematic affinities with Demeter and Persephone/Kore. Similarly, Hecate, revered for her links to magic and 
the underworld, emphasises themes of death and the afterlife. Under Hellenistic and Roman rule, Egyptian deities 
like Isis were introduced to the region. Associated with fertility and rebirth, Isis seamlessly integrated into the 
chthonic themes prevalent in the Greek East. Inscriptions from the Greek East attest to the multifaceted roles of 
Demeter and Kore, with a primary focus on agricultural fertility.

The term ‘chthonia’ (χθονίᾳ), meaning ‘of the earth’, is central to understanding the interplay between fertility 
and death in Greek religious thought.2 Many deities, even those typically associated with the heavens or natural 
phenomena, possess chthonic aspects, reflecting the duality of life and death, as well as growth and decay. This 
duality is most evident in the roles of fertility and underworld deities, such as Demeter (Hes. Theog. 912, 969; Hes. 
Erga 465), Kore (Diod. Sic. 5.2.4; Orphic Hymn to Persephone), and Dionysus. The underworld, known as Hades (Άͅδης) 
and Tartaros (Τάρταρος), served not only as the domain of the dead but was also intrinsically connected to the 
earth and agricultural fertility.3 In his chthonic aspect as Zeus Chthonios, he presided over the earth’s fertility 
(Hes. Erga 465; Diod. Sic. 5.2.4). Poseidon’s chthonic role related to earthquakes and the depths of the earth.4 Other 
deities, including Apollo,5 Artemis,6 Athena,7 Aphrodite (Orphic Hymn to Aphrodite), Dionysus (Suda s.v. Bromios), 
Hermes (Hes. Theog. 444; Homeric Hymn to Hermes 571–573; Orphic Hymn to Hermes Chthonios), Hecate (Orphic Hymn 
to Hecate), and Asclepius,8 also possessed chthonic dimensions. These connections are evident in their associations 
with healing, prophecy, and the cyclical nature of life and death.

1	  Bernabé Pajares, Jiménez San Cristóbal, 2008: 159–160.
2	  See also Fairbanks, 1900: 241–259; Scullion, 1994: 75–119.
3	  Scullion, 1994: 92.
4	  Dillon, 2003: 124; Kledt, 2004: 157.
5	  Graf, 2008: 100.
6	  Arnold, 1989: 25–27.
7	  Deacy, 2007: 38.
8	  Rouse, 1902: 193; Farnell, 1921: 235.
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The cult of Demeter as a polis cult

Aleshire9 and Purvis10 define state cults as those organised and funded by the polis.11 De Polignac expands this 
definition by associating state sanctuaries with areas controlled by the polis.12 Purvis emphasises the varying 
degrees of polis involvement in cult activities,13 noting that some cults were directly managed by the polis, while 
in others, responsibility for rituals and festivals was delegated to subdivisions of the state, including familial, non-
familial, or dēmos associations. In the Greek East, most of Demeter’s sanctuaries were located in civic areas, such as 
the acropolis or near city walls, spaces often reserved for the cults of the polis. The religious calendar, especially the 
naming of months, frequently reflected the festivals and deities central to the worship of the polis. Months named 
after the festivals of Demeter and Kore—Thesmophorios, Eleusinios, and Kalamaion—demonstrate the prominent 
status of Demeter’s cult as a polis cult in several cities of the Greek East (Table 1.5).

The evidence further underscores this status. For example, a statue of Demeter Karpophoros was erected in the 
prytaneion of Ephesus (I.Ephesos 10; see Chapter 2.6), and the festival Chrysanthina, celebrated in honour of Demeter 
and Kore, was organised by Sardis (Chapter 3). Demeter’s epithet Dēmosi, derived from dēmos, highlights her 
connection to civic identity (Chapter 2.10). At least eight inscriptions regulating the cults of Demeter have been 
discovered in the Greek East, including those from Cos (LSCG 175; HGK 8; HGK 17); Erythrai (I.Eryhtrai 201); Gambrion 
(IMT Kaikos 922); Kios (Epigr.Anat.27,29,14); Ephesus (I.Ephesos 10); Miletus (I.Didyma 496). The poleis actively organised, 
funded, and regulated Demeter’s rituals and festivals. This involvement is evident in the strategic placement of 
her sanctuaries, the public display of inscriptions, and the inclusion of her cult in civic festivals. Together, these 
elements demonstrate that her cult functioned as a polis cult in many cities across the Greek East. However, 
inscriptions dedicated to Demeter and Roman rulers do not necessarily indicate that her cult was always a polis 
cult. In rural areas, dedications were primarily made to deities without including Roman emperors,14 reflecting 
the limited interaction of countryside inhabitants with the Roman administrative system. Unlike the urban ruling 
class, rural populations lacked access to the political and social privileges of the poleis. Consequently, they had fewer 
incentives to honour Roman emperors in their dedications, which were instead focused on local religious traditions.

Previous research

The foundational focus of early research on Demeter’s cult at Eleusis and her festival, the Thesmophoria, has 
significantly shaped our understanding of the cult’s nature and its associated festivals. Brumfield’s dissertation, 
The Attic Festivals of Demeter and their Relation to the Agricultural Year (1981), highlights the agricultural 
basis of Demeter’s worship, emphasising the integral connection between her festivals and the farming cycle. 
Complementing this, Sfameni Gasparro’s comprehensive study (1986) expands the scope of research to include 
Demeter’s influence across the Greek world, encompassing both the Eleusinian Mysteries and the Thesmophoria. 
Kevin Clinton’s epigraphic contributions (1974) have provided invaluable insights into the Eleusinian cult’s ritual 
practices and administrative aspects, shedding light on local variations and regulatory frameworks.

While these studies have illuminated the centralised practices at Eleusis, they have also underscored the contrasting 
regional diversity of Demeter’s worship in Asia Minor and the Aegean islands. Shield’s study on Lesbos (1917), 
Laumonier’s research on Carian cults (1958), and Herzog’s exploration of cultic regulations on Cos (1928) reveal 
the localised nature of religious practices influenced by indigenous traditions and regional identities. For instance, 
Laumonier’s omission of Demeter’s cult in Caria highlights perceptions of her worship as foreign in some regions, 
delineating the boundaries between local and Pan-Hellenic religious elements. Further contributions by Sherwin-
White (1978) and Graf (1985) enrich our understanding of Demeter’s cults in these regions, with Sherwin-White 
offering a historical overview of the sanctuaries and cults of Cos and Graf documenting the northern Ionian cults 
in greater detail.

The increasing scholarly interest in Demeter’s sanctuaries in the Greek East marks a shift toward examining her 
worship beyond Attica, emphasising local adaptations and regional contexts. Cronkite’s PhD thesis (1997) on the 
sanctuary of Demeter in Mytilene and Rumscheid’s study (2006) of terracotta figurines from multiple sites provide 
new insights into the iconography associated with Demeter’s worship in this area. Architectural analyses by Bohtz 

9	  Aleshire, 1994: 9.
10	  Purvis, 2003: 1.
11	  Aleshire, 1994: 9; Purvis, 2003: 1.
12	  Purvis, 1995: 33; see also Welwei, 1998: 58–59; Sourvinou-Inwood, 2000; Krauter, 2004: 53–56; Hedricks Jr. 2010.
13	  Purvis, 2003: 2.
14	  Pilhofer, 2006: 91.
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(1981) and Piok-Zanon (2009) of the Pergamon sanctuary illustrate the relationship between religious architecture 
and local dynastic influences, revealing how political factors shaped sacred spaces. Schipporeit’s extensive research 
(2013) on the Ionian sanctuaries of Demeter and Kore remains a cornerstone for understanding the sanctuaries in the 
Greek East, drawing on archaeological and written sources from sites such as Smyrna, Erythrai, Teos, Klazomenai, 
Kolophon, Lebedos, Ephesus, Priene, Miletus, Iasos, Halicarnassus, Myous, Magnesia on the Maeander, Chios, and 
Cos. In addition, studies focused on individual sanctuaries of Demeter—including those at Mytilene, Priene, Miletus, 
Halicarnassus, Iasos, Cnidus, Kaunos, and Rhodes—offer valuable insights into the architectural features and votive 
iconography recovered from these sites (see Chapter 2). These works collectively highlight the regional diversity 
and adaptability of Demeter’s cult within the broader religious landscape of the Greek East.

Aims and methodology

The present study represents the first comprehensive assessment and analysis of archaeological and written sources 
related to the sanctuaries of Demeter in Asia Minor, set within a broader comparative framework. This approach 
aims to identify regional similarities and differences in cult and votive practices, offering critical insights into how 
the worship of Demeter evolved across diverse cultural and geographic landscapes. By comparing the sanctuaries 
in Asia Minor with those in other Greek regions, the study seeks to highlight both unique adaptations and enduring 
continuities in the cult of Demeter.

The methods employed by Marie-Thérèse Le Dinahet (1984) in her research and classification of Demeter’s 
sanctuaries in Sicily serve as a key inspiration for this study’s approach to interpreting religious architecture. Le 
Dinahet categorised Sicilian sanctuaries of Demeter into three groups: (1) open-air sanctuaries, (2) sanctuaries with 
a single oikos, and (3) sanctuaries featuring multiple oikoi, an altar, and a temple.15 This classification provides a 
framework for understanding the development of these sanctuaries over time and exploring regional variations. It 
has been adapted here to analyse the sanctuaries of Demeter in the Greek East.

The architectural analysis in this study is organised into thematic sections:

•	 Examining the placement of Demeter’s sanctuaries in relation to cities and their surroundings.
•	 Investigating sanctuaries’ boundaries and spatial layout.
•	 Assessing examples where worship took place without substantial architectural enclosures.
•	 Analysing temple forms, including distinctive features like transverse cella.
•	 Reviewing additional buildings, such as altars, escharai, bothroi, and votive deposits.
•	 Considering fountains, wells, basins, and cisterns played a significant role in ritual practices.

The geomorphology of each sanctuary’s location and the cult’s specific needs significantly influenced the types 
and locations of Demeter’s sanctuaries. Factors such as local and Pan-Hellenic traditions, the prominence of her 
cult, and the financial resources of the poleis also played a crucial role in shaping these spaces. This study includes 
comparative analyses of Demeter’s sanctuaries from other Greek regions to situate the sanctuaries in Asia Minor 
within a broader context. This comparison allows a detailed exploration of how regional and Pan-Hellenic elements 
influenced sanctuaries’ design, function, and evolution in the Greek East. Ultimately, the findings aim to contribute 
to a deeper understanding of the dynamics of religious architecture and cult practices in the ancient Greek world.

A comparative approach is also applied to the votives recovered from the sanctuaries of Demeter in the Greek East. 
The iconography and quantity of votives reflect each city’s preferences and priorities, shaped by local rituals, Pan-
Hellenic traditions, and regional customs. The iconography of clay figurines, in particular, offers valuable insights 
into cultic rituals and the intentions behind the dedications. Votives are systematically classified by type and 
quantity, enabling a detailed analysis of their distribution and significance across sanctuaries in the region.

For the first time, this study has collected nearly all inscriptions related to the cults of Demeter and Kore in the 
Greek world, comprising approximately 289 inscriptions, including 176 epigraphic records and 113 pottery stamps 
associated with the month of Thesmophorios. These inscriptions are of significant importance for understanding 
the cults of Demeter, Kore, and Hades/Pluto. Additionally, most relevant literary sources referring to figures such as 
Demeter, Persephone/Kore, Hades/Pluto, Zeus Eubouleos, Triptolemus, Eubouleos, and Baubo have been analysed 
(see Chapter 1, Appendix Tables 3 and 6).

15	  Le Dinahet, 1984: 147–152.
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To facilitate interpretation, the inscriptions are categorised into five groups:

•	 Inscriptions addressed to Demeter,
•	 Inscriptions addressed to Demeter and Kore together,
•	 Inscriptions addressed to Kore,
•	 Inscriptions addressed to Kore and Pluto,
•	 Inscriptions referencing the epithets of both goddesses and their festivals.

This categorisation identifies patterns in dedication practices and reveals whether inscriptions predominantly 
focused on Demeter, Kore, or both goddesses. Additionally, Demeter’s epithets provide valuable insights into the 
specific features of her cults in different cities and regions (see Table 1.2).

The integration of written and archaeological sources forms the foundation of this study, offering a comprehensive 
perspective on the development and characteristics of the cults of Demeter and Kore in the Greek East. This 
systematic compilation of epigraphic and archaeological evidence expands our understanding of the evolution of 
votive iconography, changes in architectural features, and cult practices over time. 

This study establishes a chronological correlation between archaeological and epigraphic evidence from each city 
in the Greek East, addressing the lifespan of the sanctuaries. This analysis provides a more precise understanding of 
the duration and evolution of the cults of Demeter within the region. However, not all questions surrounding these 
cults and sanctuaries can be addressed comprehensively, as each city and region exhibited unique traditions and 
cross-cultural influences. 


