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PREFACE

themselves, they are sometimes in popular conception the objective of excavation itself. More

. F INDS’ are part of the product of archaeological excavation. Occasionally striking or signiﬁéant in

often individually unimpressive, fragmentary, and even enigmatic, but present in large numbers, - -

they are the common things wlnch are the raw material from which some aspects of history may be
‘written.

Object and Economy is an attempt to use the finds from the excavation of medieval Winchester to
investigate the economic, cultural, and social life of the city as it changed over time and varied from one
place to another and across the social range. The results provide only part of a greater picture, different
aspects of which, based on documentary or structural facets of the evidence, will be found in other
volumes of Winchester Studies. Some  attempt to provide a rounded view will be found in due course in
Winchester Studies 11.

The size of the book is some indication of the scale of the tisk involvedin reducing this material to
order and making it produce quantified and comparative data. Warmest thanks are due in the first place
to the many contributors and to the staff and volunteers of The Winchester Research Unit, listed on
pp- vii—ix. The generous financial support which made the work possible is detailed on p. vi. Particular
debts are owed to the Winchester Excavations Committee, under the chairmanship throughout of Mrs
Dilys Neate, OBE, FSA, to the two local authorities, the Winchester City Council and the Hampshire
County Council, and to English Heritage (formerly the Directorate of Ancient Monuments and Historic
Buildings) for encouragement, understanding, and generous support.

I owe a special debt of gratitude to the Dean, Canons, and Students of Christ Church, Oxford, for
their kindness from 1981 onwards and for appointing me to a Lectureship of the House, 1983—6; to the
Department of Nuclear Physics, who provided me with space, 1986—8; and to Hertford College, who
elected me to the newly-founded Astor Senior Research Fellowship in Medieval Archaeology in 1989,
under which this book was completed and seen through the press.

No words can adequately express my gratitude to Mr David Astor who for many years has made

possible the continuation of my work.
MARTIN BIDDLE

‘Hertford College, Oaford
8 May 1990
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fills; Final phase 63 (P.ph. 5433), late 11¢th to early Izth\
cent. (late 14th|cent). WP 586 : ~ Structural context
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Site code

Context date
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Date by which deposit sealed, if
substantially later than context date
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Concordance )

For further descnpuon of the terms used and the principles undcrlymg thc catalogumg format,
below, pp. 6—7, 18—20, 22—3. : ‘

* Omitted where the object s either a standard typc or complex cnough to warrant
full description in a paragraph(s) in smaller print following the cataloguc entry.





