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4.27. Copper-alloy bowl – cat. no. F-82.  61
4.28. Copper-alloy bowl – cat. no. F-83.  61
4.29. Copper-alloy bowl – cat. no. F-84.  61
4.30. Copper-alloy situla, views of opposite sides – cat. no. F-85.  61
4.31. Copper-alloy clepsydra – cat. no. F-86.  63
4.32. Copper-alloy clepsydra, the sieve before conservation and cleaning – cat. no. F-86.  63
4.33. Copper-alloy object, front and back – cat. no. F-89.  64
4.34. Copper-alloy object, front and back – cat. no. F-90.  64
4.35. Copper-alloy Osiris bust – cat. no. F-92.  64
4.36. Copper-alloy offering table – cat. no. F-93.  65
4.37. Copper-alloy offering table – cat. no. F-93, detail of two of the ‘loaves’.  65
4.38. Copper-alloy offering table – cat. no. F-93, detail of the main scene.  65
4.39. Copper-alloy offering table – cat. no. F-93, detail of the censor.  65
4.40. Copper-alloy offering table – cat. no. F-93, raised rectangular area in front of Isis.  66
4.41. Copper-alloy knife blade – cat. no. F-96.  68
4.42. Copper-alloy rivet  – cat. no. F-97.  68
4.43. Copper-alloy kohl stick – cat. no. F-98.  68
4.44. Copper-alloy strips – cat. no. F-100.  68
4.45. Copper-alloy object – cat. no. F-112.  69
4.46. Copper-alloy object(?) – cat. no. F-135.  70
4.47. Copper-alloy object – cat. no. F-150.  70
4.48. Copper-alloy band – cat. no. F-171.  71
4.49. Copper-alloy object – cat. no. F-172.  71
4.50. Copper-alloy and iron ring – cat. no. F-203.  72
4.51. Iron sheet with traces of copper alloy and wood – cat. no. F-204.  73
4.52. Iron anklet – cat. no. F-205.  73
4.53. Iron finger ring – cat. no. F-207.  73
4.54. Iron adze head – cat. no. F-208.  73
4.55. Iron blade – cat. no. F-209.  73
4.56. Iron spearhead – cat. no. F-210.  75
4.57. Iron object – cat. no. F-211.  75
4.58. Iron object – cat. no. F-212.  75
4.59. Iron rod – cat. no. F-216.  75
4.60. Iron nail – cat. no. F-219.  75
4.61. Iron nail? – cat. no. F-225.  76
4.62. Faience amulet, front and back – cat. no. F-240.  76
4.63. Faience amulet – cat. no. F-241.  77
4.64. Faience amulet– cat. no. F-242.  77
4.65. Faience amulet– cat. no. F-243.  77
4.66. Faience amulet – cat. no. F-244.  77
4.67. Faience amulet – cat. no. F-245.  77
4.68. Faience amulet – cat. no. F-246.  78
4.69. Faience amulet – cat. no. F-247.  78
4.70. Faience amulet, front and side – cat. no. F-248.  78

59



XVI

4.71.   Faience amulet, front and side – cat. no. F-249.  78
4.72.   Faience amulet, front and back – cat. no. F-250.  78
4.73.   Faience amulet, back and side – cat. no. F-251.  79
4.74.   Faience Isis amulet, front/sides and back – cat. no. F-252.  79
4.75.   Faience amulet , front/side and back – cat. no. F-253.  79
4.76.   Faience Hathor amulet – cat. no. F-255.  79
4.77.   Faience Hathor amulet – cat. no. F-256.  81
4.78.   Faience Hathor head amulet – cat. no. F-257.  81
4.79.   Faience Hathor amulet – cat. no. F-258.  81
4.80.   Faience amulet – cat. no. F-259.  81
4.81.   Faience amulet, front and side – cat. no. F-260.  81
4.82.   Faience base of a striding figure – cat. no. F-261.  82
4.83.   Faience standing figure – cat. no. F-262.  82
4.84.   Faience standing figure – cat. no. F-263.  82
4.85.   Faience Bes figure – cat. no. F-264.  82
4.86.   Faience headdress fragment – cat. no. F-265.  82
4.87.   Faience fragment of a sun disc(?) – cat. no. F-266.  82
4.88.   Faience fragment of a headdress(?) – cat. no. F-267.  82
4.89.   Faience amulet, front and back – cat. no. F-268.  83
4.90.   Faience amulet – cat. no. F-269.  83
4.91.   Faience amulet – cat. no. F-270.  83 
4.92.   Faience feather headdress – cat. no. F-271.  83
4.93.   Faience feather headdress – cat. no. F-272.  83
4.94.   Faience feather headdress – cat. no. F-273.  83
4.95.   Faience Amun figurine, front and back – cat. no. F-274.  83
4.96.   Faience ram-head amulet – cat. no. F-275.  85
4.97.   Faience ram-head amulet – cat. no. F-276.  85
4.98.   Faience ram-head amulet – cat. no. F-277.  85
4.99.   Faience amulet in the form of a cowrie shell – cat. no. F-278.  85
4.100. Faience amulet in the form of a lioness – cat. no. F-279.  85
4.101. Faience amulet in the form of a quadruped – cat. no. F-280.  85
4.102. Faience amulet – cat. no. F-281.  86
4.103. Faience winged scarab amulet – cat. no. F-283.  86
4.104. Cartouche plaques – cat. nos F-284 & F-286 to F-291.  87
4.105. Faience Shu amulet – cat. no. F-292.  88
4.106. Udjet amulets, type a – cat. nos F-293 to F-295.  88
4.107. Faience udjet eye amulets of type b – cat. nos F-296 to F-303.  90
4.108. Faience udjet eye amulets of type c – cat. nos F-304 & F-305.  91
4.109. Faience udjet eye amulets of type d – cat. nos F-306 to F-311.  91
4.110. Faience udjet eye amulets of type d – cat. nos F-312 to F-319.  92
4.111. Faience udjet eye amulets of type e – cat. nos F-320 to F-323.  93
4.112. Faience fly bead amulets – cat. nos F-330 to F-335.  95
4.113. Faience horse figurine – cat. no. F-337.  96
4.114. Faience figurine – cat. no. F-338.  96
4.115. Faience base of a figurine composition(?) – cat. no. F-339.  96
4.116. Faience plaque, front and back – cat. no. F-340.  96
4.117. Faience plaque, front, back and side – cat. no. F-341.  97
4.118. Faience plaque, front, back and side – cat. no. F-342.  97
4.119. Faience plaque(?), front and back – cat. no. F-343.  97
4.120. Faience amulet – cat. no. F-344.  97
4.121. Faience amulet, front and back – cat. no. 345.  97
4.123. Faience amulet or plaque – cat. no. F-347.  99
4.122. Faience amulet or pendant – cat. no. F-346.  99
4.124. Faience amulet? – cat. no. F-348.  99
4.125. Faience disc – cat. no. F-350.  99
4.126. Faience bangle, front and back – cat. no. F-351.  99
4.127. Faience lip, nose or ear plug – cat. no. F-353.  99
4.128. Faience rings – cat. nos F-354 & F-356 to F-359.  100
4.129. Faience finger rings – cat. nos F-360 to F362.  101
4.130. Faience stamp – cat. no. F-365.  101
4.131. Faience vessel sherds – cat. no. F-369.  102
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4.132. Faience vessel sherd – cat. no. F-380.  102
4.133. Faience vessels – cat. nos F-396 to F-398.  103
4.134. Faience vessels – cat. nos F-400, F-401 & F-403.  105
4.135. Faience vessels – cat. nos F-406, F-407 & F-409.  105
4.136. Faience object – cat. no. F-411.  106
4.137. Faience object – cat. no. F-412.  106
4.138. Faience object – cat. no. F-414.  106
4.139. Faience object – cat. no. F-414a.  106
4.140. Faience object – cat. no. F-425.  107
4.141. Faience object – cat. no. F-440.  107
4.142. Faience object – cat. no. F-444.  108
4.143. Faience object – cat. no. F-445.  108
4.144. Faience object – cat. no. F-456.  108
4.145. Faience object – cat. no. F-475.  110
4.146. Ceramic mould – cat. no. F-478.  110
4.147. Ceramic mould – cat. no. F-479.  110
4.148. Ceramic mould – cat. no. F-480.  111
4.149. Ceramic figurine – cat. no. F-481.  111
4.150. Ceramic figurine – cat. no. F-482.  111
4.151. Ceramic figurine – cat. no. F-483.  111
4.152. Ceramic figurines – cat. nos F-484 & F-485.  111
4.153. Ceramic figurine – cat. no. F-485.  112
4.154. Ceramic figurine – cat. no. F-487.  112
4.155. Ceramic figurine – cat. no. F-488.  112
4.156. Ceramic figurine – cat. no. F-489.  112
4.157. Ceramic figurine – cat. no. F-490.  112
4.158. Ceramic figurine – cat. no. F-491.  112
4.159. Ceramic figurine – cat. no. F-492.  113
4.160. Ceramic figurine – cat. no. F-493.  113
4.161. Ceramic figurine – cat. no. F-495.  113
4.162. Ceramic figurine on an aquamanile from Soba East.  113
4.163. Ceramic human figurine(?) – cat. no. F-496.  114
4.164. Ceramic figurine fragment(?) – cat. no. F-507.  114
4.165. Ceramic face mask – cat. no. F-514.  115
4.166. Ceramic kiln furniture(?) – cat. no. F-518.  115
4.167. Ceramic object – cat. no. F-521.  115
4.168. Ceramic object – cat. no. F-522.  116
4.169. Ceramic object – cat. no. F-523.  116
4.170. Ceramic object – cat. no. F-524.  116
4.171. Ceramic object – cat. no. F-525.  116
4.172. Ceramic object – cat. no. F-527.  116
4.173. Ceramic offering table, top and underside – cat. no. F-528.  118
4.174. Ceramic stamp(?), top and broken end – cat. no. F-529.  118
4.175. Ceramic smoking pipe bowl – cat. no. F-530.  118
4.176. Ceramic dish – cat. no. F-531.  118
4.177. Ceramic ‘disc’ – cat. no. F-532.  119
4.178. Ceramic shaped sherd – cat. no. F-533.  119
4.179. Ceramic shaped sherd – cat. no. F-537.  119
4.180. Ceramic shaped sherd – cat. no. F-538.  119
4.181. Ceramic handle – cat. no. F-542.  120
4.182. Ceramic statues – cat. nos F-1044 to F-1049.  122
4.183. Mud basin – cat. no. F-1065.  125
4.184. Mud basin – cat. no. F-1066.  125
4.185. Mud bird figurine – cat. no. F-1067.  126
4.186. Mud bird figurine – cat. no. F-1068.  126
4.187. Mud bird figurine – cat. no. F-1072.  126
4.188. Mud bird(?) figurine – cat. no. F-1073.  126
4.189. Mud quadruped figurines – cat. nos F-1073, F-1074, F-1077 to F-1079 & F-1081.  127
4.190. Mud human figurine – cat. no. F-1083.  128
4.191. Mud human figurine – cat. no. F-1084.  128
4.192. Mud human figurine – cat. no. F-1085.  128
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4.193. Mud object – cat. no. F-1094.  128
4.194. Mud objects – cat. nos F-1108, F-1109 & F-1111.  129
4.195. Mud object – cat. no. F-1115.  131
4.196. Mud object – cat. no. F-1140.  131
4.197. Mud object – cat. no. F-1142.  132
4.198. Mud objects – cat. nos F-1148 & F-1151.  132
4.199. Mud object – cat. no. F-1152.  132
4.200. Mud object – cat. no. F-1154.  133
4.201. Mud objects – cat. nos F-1161, F-1162 & F-1164.  133
4.202. Mud object – cat. no. F-1169.  133
4.203. Mud object – cat. no. F-1179.  134
4.204. Mud ‘object’ – cat. no. F-1194.  135
4.205. Mud object – cat. no. F-1203.  135
4.206. Mud objects – cat. no. F-1231.  136
4.207. Mud brick with graffiti – cat. no. F-1238.  137
4.208. Mud bungs reused as building materials in grid square (FZ2).  137
4.209. Examples of mud bungs types – cat. nos F-1280, F-1382, F-1942, F-2080, F-2090, F-2115,   142
 F-2124, F-2204, F-2227 and F-2309.  
4.210. Bung type B24 – cat. no. F-2084.  142
4.211. Bung with top formed after the strings were put in place – cat. no. F-2304.  142
4.212. Bung with rope impression – cat. no. F-2188.  143
4.213. Bung with finger impressions – cat. no. F-1292.  143
4.214. Bung with three finger impressions – cat. no. F-1865.  143
4.215. Bung with three rows of finger impressions, cat. no. F-2096.  143
4.216. Bung with seal impressions and incised decoration, cat. no. F-2181.  144
4.217. Bung base – cat. no. F-1241.  144
4.218. Bung Type B19 found within the oven   145
4.219. Bung with an unidentifiable pot impression on its base – cat. no. F-1279.  146
4.220. Bung with a pot impression on its base – cat. no. F-2012.  146
4.221. Bung with a pot impression on its base – cat. no. F-2080.  146
4.222. Decorated bone – cat. no. F-2313.  148
4.223. Bone inlay(?) – cat. no. F-2314.  148
4.224. Bone spatula – cat. no. F-2317.  149
4.225. Ivory bangle – cat. no. F-2318.  149
4.226. Ivory bangle – cat. no. F-2319.  149
4.227. Ivory kohl pot – cat. no. F-2320.  149
4.228. Ivory object – cat. no. F-2322.  150
4.229. Ivory object – cat. no. F-2323.  150
4.230. Ivory band – cat. no. F-2325.  150
4.231. Ivory plaque – cat. no. F-2326.  150
4.232. Ivory plaque – cat. no. F-2327.  150
4.233. Ivory plaque – cat. no. F-2328.  151
4.235. Worked leather fragments – cat. no. F-2329.  151
4.234. Ivory inlays and tusk/canine fragments – cat. no. F-2328a.  151
4.236. Ostrich eggshell disc – cat. no. F-2330.  152
4.237. Cowrie shell – cat. no. F-2334.  152
4.238. Obsidian pendant – cat. no. F-2353.  154
4.239. Stone plug – cat. no. F-2354.  154
4.240. Stone plug – cat. no. F-2355.  154
4.241. Pierced stone disc – cat. no. F-2356.  154
4.242. Stone bangle with detail of the notched edge – cat. no. F-2357.  155
4.243. Stone Bastet amulet – cat. no. F-2358 (photo: Rocco Ricci).  155
4.244. Stone frog amulet – cat. no. F-2359.  155
4.245. Stone ram’s-head amulet – cat. no. F-2360.  155
4.246. Stone arrowheads – cat. nos F-2361 to F-2365, F-2367, F-2368, F-2370 to F-2372, F-2375, F-2376, 
 F-2378, F-2382 & F-2382a (scale 1:1 – cat. nos F-2361 to F-2363, F-2367, F-2371, F-2372, F-2375, 
 F-2376 & F-2382a; not to scale – cat. nos F-2364, F-2365, F-2368, F-2378 & F-2382). Cat. nos F-2364,   
 F-2365, F-2368, F-2370 & F-2382 – photo: Rocco Ricci.  
4.247. Stone axeheads – cat. nos F-2385 to F-2393 (scale 1:2).  161
4.248. Stone basin – cat. no. F-2398.  161
4.249. Stone basin – cat. no. F-2399.  163
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4.250. Stone basin – cat. no. F-2402.  163
4.251. Stone vessel – cat. no. F-2404.  163
4.252. Stone altar or barque stand – cat. no. F-2411.  164
4.253. Stone mace-head(?) – cat. no. F-2412.  164
4.254. Stone pierced disc – cat. no. F-2413.  165
4.255. Stone lid, top and bottom – cat. no. F-2414.  165
4.256. Stone lid(?) – cat. no. F-2415.  165
4.257. Stone disc – cat. no. F-2416.  165
4.258. Stone object – cat. no. F-2417.  165
4.259. Stone cylinder – cat. no. F-2419.  166
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4.261. Stone object – cat. no. F-2422.  166
4.262. Stone object, ‘front’ and ‘back’ – cat. no. F-2423.  166
4.263. Stone object – cat. no. F-2424.  168
4.264. Stone object – cat. no. F-2425.  168
4.265. Stone object – cat. no. F-2435.  168
4.266. Stone offering table – cat. no. F-2443.  170
4.267. Stone offering table – cat. no. F-2444.  170
4.268. Stone offering table – cat. no. F-2445.  170
4.269. Stone offering table(?) – cat. no. F-2446.  170
4.270. Stone stela – cat. no. F-2447.  171
4.271. Decorated stone block, front & back – cat. no. F-2449.  171
4.272. Stela – cat. no. F-2447;   172
4.273. Inscribed stone block – cat. no. F-2450.  174
4.274. Inscribed stone block, front & side – cat. no. F-2451.  174
4.275. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2452.  174
4.276. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2453.  174
4.277. Dressed stone block – cat. no. F-2454.  174
4.278. Dressed stone block – cat. no. F-2455.  175
4.279. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2457.  175
4.280. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2458.  175
4.281. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2459.  175
4.282. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2461.  175
4.283. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2463.  176
4.284. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2464.  176
4.285. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2465.  176
4.286. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2467.  176
4.287. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2468.  177
4.288. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2469.  177
4.289. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2472.  177
4.290. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2475.  177
4.291. Incised stone block – cat. no. F-2477.  177
4.292. Architectural element(?) – cat. no. F-2479.  179
4.293. Capstone – cat. no. F-2480.  179
4.294. Stone column, base and capital – cat. no. F-2481.  179
4.295. Column and base(?) – cat. no. F-2482.  179
4.296. Column drum quadrant – cat. no. F-2483.  180
4.297. Column drum quadrant – cat. no. F-2484.  180
4.298. Column drum and base/capital quadrant – cat. no. F-2485.  180
4.299. Inscribed column drum – cat. no. F-2487.  180
4.300. Column drum, cat. no. F-2488.  180
4.301. Stone finial – cat. no. F-2489.  181
4.302. Stone finial – cat. no. F-2490.  181
4.303. Stone finial – cat. no. F-2491.  181
4.304. Stone finial – cat. no. F-2492.  181
4.305. Stone finial – cat. no. F-2493.  183
4.306. Shaped stone – cat. no. F-2494.  183
4.307. Stone lintel – cat. no. F-2495.  183
4.308. Stone lintel – cat. no. F-2496.  183
4.309. Stone lintel – cat. no. F-2497.  183
4.310. Pivot stone, ‘top’ and ‘bottom’ – cat. no. F-2498.  184
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4.311. Pivot stone – cat. no. F-2503.  184
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5.8.   Scarab – cat. no. Sc-8. 247
5.9.   Scarab – cat. no. Sc-9. 248
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6.1.   Basketry impression on the reverse of sealing – cat. no. S-695 (scale c. 1:1).  254
6.2.   String and knot impressions on the reverse of sealing – cat. no. S-358 (scale c. 1:1).  254
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8. The Basketry and Matting from Building F1
8.1.   Looped matting around a core, top: matting cat. no. B&M-17 found in Room 1c, bottom: a close   388
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8.2.   Looped matting around a core found in Room VI, matting cat. no. B&M-00, on surface (FP6)36. To the 
 left closely spaced, to the right widely spaced loops, see Plate 8.3 for comparison.  
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 in Room VI, matting cat. no. B&M-7. Below it, just above the 10cm scale, is visible the outer rim of a   
 wrapped coiled plate [cat. no. B&M-8].  
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 plate (approx. 40cm in diameter).   
8.14 Matting cat. nos B&M-6 to B&M-8 and B&M-19 in Room VI, consisting of multiple layers of looped 
 matting, with six coiled plates partly overlying and underlying the mats. Coiled plate B&M-7E is 
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1. Introduction

Derek A. Welsby

A very large number of artefacts was recovered during the 
course of the SARS survey and excavations at Kawa. During 
the first season of the Northern Dongola Reach Survey in 
1993 the team mainly focussed on the immediate environs 
of the urban centre at Kawa with no systematic work being 
undertaken within the town. Apart from the excavation of 
a single tumulus in the cemetery, Site R18, and of a single 
grave in the Kerma-period cemetery, Site R19, the only 
artefacts recovered were those visible on the surface. Much 
of this material consisted of pottery sherds and has been 
dealt with elsewhere (Welsby Sjöström 2001b; 2023). Other 
artefacts collected at that time were reported upon by this 
author (Welsby 2001c).

From 1997 until 2018 the Sudan Archaeological Research 
Society, with significant gaps caused by the need to react 
to the rescue missions at the Fourth and Fifth Cataracts, 
worked at Kawa. During this project the Society undertook 
a detailed topographical survey of the town and large-scale 
excavations at a number of locations, both within the town 
and in the adjacent Kushite cemetery, work reported upon 
in detail in Volume I (Welsby 2023a). 

Artefacts were recovered from the excavations but 
were also collected from the ground surface. This latter 
collection was not systematic but it was deemed desirable 
to recover objects of interest noted as the team members 
walked across the site whilst engaged in a variety of 
tasks. The coordinates of each of these objects, relative to 
the site grid, were recorded and they were assigned loci 
numbers. The collection of this material was undertaken 
to preserve them from being randomly collected by both 
local people and Sudanese and foreign tourists who visit 
the site, thereby being taken from their archaeological 
context and lost to view. 

A few of the finds are unprovenanced. In most cases this is 
the result of termites cutting their way into the plastic bags 
in which the finds were stored and eating part or all of the 
paper labels containing the context data. If this happened 
before the finds were registered by the find’s specialist 
the data was irretrievably lost. The same fate befell labels 
with other categories of finds particularly bones and pot-
tery sherds.

Also included in this volume are reports on categories of 
material which are not artefacts per se, the wall paintings 
and the dressed-stone blocks. Many of the wall paintings 
remain in situ attached to the walls which they adorned 
while the many fallen fragments recovered were collected 
along with the other finds. In the cemetery in particular the 
almost total destruction of a number of stone pyramids left 
a vast amount of rubble on site, both dressed and unworked 
blocks. The former are studied here in regard to the quar-
rying and dressing methods employed.

Throughout the Kawa volumes the following prefixes are 
used to direct the reader to the appropriate specialist report 
for more details of individual finds:

 B-    beads catalogue 
 B&M-   basketry and matting catalogue 
 C-   painted coffins catalogue
 F-    small finds catalogue
 L-   lithics catalogue
 ML-   macrolithics catalogue
 S-    mud seal impressions catalogue
 SB to SP  painted stone blocks
 Sc-    scarabs catalogue

Each object has a catalogue number but the addition of 
the prefix renders each one unique. Such an arrangement 
allows one to move with ease between one volume and 
another to locate additional data on the object concerned 
and also allows ease of cross referencing between the text, 
tables, figures and plates. Note that in the tables the prefix 
is generally omitted.

The following abbreviations are used throughout:
 D  diameter
 H.D  hole diameter
 T  thickness
 L  length
 W  width
 H  height
 *  drawing published
 [*] measured sketch published
 +  photograph published

In the text of the reports the findspot is often recorded in 
a format such as Room A1-III or Room C21-C which relate 
to Building A1, Room III or Building C21, Room C etc.

The bulk of most categories of finds were retained after 
study and are currently stored in the magazine of the Jebel 
Barkal Museum although a few of the most interesting 
or spectacular objects have been transferred to the Sudan 
National Museum in Khartoum. Very large numbers of 
complete and fragmentary pieces of grinding equipment 
were recovered. Of these only a sample was retained, the 
rest being dumped on site immediately to the south of 
Building A1 adjacent to the pottery sherd dump. The loose 
dressed stone blocks from the pyramids have been placed 
on the ground adjacent to the relevant monument apart from 
the two stone lintels associated with Pyramid S5 which are 
on display in the Kawa Visitors’ Centre.

The mud bungs were found in profusion but, owing to 
the nature of the material from which they were made, they 
were often in a very fragmentary state. Only a sample of 
the better preserved examples were retained, frequently 
consolidated with a 10% solution of polyvinyl acetate.

During the consolidation of Temple T a number of deco-
rated blocks were found buried in the sand or were noted in 
the stone pile where they had been placed in the 1930s by 
Griffith’s team. Two of these are on display in the Visitors’ 
Centre, the others are now buried deep in the sand within 
the building.
 


