THE ROMAN POTTERY
MANUFACTURING SITE IN
HIGHGATE WOOD:
EXCAVATIONS 1966-73

A E BROWN AND H L SHELDON

ARCHAEOPRESS ROMAN ARCHAEOLOGY 43



ARIC] |
HAL

()
LIS S

ARCHAEOPRESS PUBLISHING LTD
Summertown Pavilion

18-24 Middle Way

Summertown

Oxford 0X2 7LG

R

www.archaeopress.com

ISBN 978 1 78491 978 8
ISBN 978 1 78491 979 5 (e-Pdf)

© A E Brown, H L Sheldon and Archaeopress 2018

Cover image: George Demetriou, a participant in the Horniman Museum kiln experiment in 1971,
finishing off a necked jar. (Photographer: Bernard Brandham, Horniman Museum Photographer).

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, or transmitted, in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the copyright owners.

Printed in England by Oxuniprint, Oxford

This book is available direct from Archaeopress or from our website www.archaeopress.com



Contents

List of Tables

List of Figures

I. The Excavations

1. Introduction

1.1. TheSite . . . . . . e

2. The Excavation
2.1. Phase 1 (First half of 1st century AD) . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2.2. Phase 2 (Mid-toendof Istcentury AD) . . . . . . . . . ...
2.3. Phase3 (c. AD100t0o 160) . . . . . . . e
24. Phased . . . . .

II. Highgate Wood, wider aspects
3. Evidence for other pottery making sites in or near Highgate Wood

4. Highgate Wood before and after the Roman potters
4.1. The archaeology of north London: prehistory and the Roman period and the context of the
Highgate Wood site . . . . . . . . . . .
4.2. The nature of the early woodland and changes in its composition . . . ... ... ... ...
43. The Roman pottery site . . . . . . . . . . . . e
4.4. From the Anglo-Saxon period . . . . . . .. .. .. L
4.5. Thebishop’sdeerpark . . . . . . . . . L
4.6. Thebishop’swoods . . . . . . . . . .
47. Extractionof gravel . . . . . . . . L
48. Tothepresentday . . . . . . . . . . . .
49. Envol . . . . . e

Bibliography

ITI. The Pottery

5. The pottery from Highgate Wood
5.1. A history of the study of Highgate Wood pottery. . . . ... ... ... .. ..........
5.2. Non-local pottery at Highgate . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... .. ...
5.3. The Highgate products . . . . . . ... ... .. ..

ii

iii

10
33
53

57

59

62

62
63
64
66
69
69
73
75
78

79



HiGHGATE WOOD EXCAVATIONS 1966-78

6. Analysis of the excavated pottery 107
Phase 1 . . . . . . 108
6.1. Phase 11i: Circular Structure . . . . . . . . . .. ... . . 108
6.2. Phase 11i: Pit5 . . . . . . . . . 113
6.3. Phase 1iii: TrenchIF1 . . . . . . . . . .. ... 114
Phase 2 . . . . . . 115
6.4. Phase 2 (1)i: ‘Structure’ inside Circular Structure of Phase 1, basal layer . . . . ... .. .. 115
6.5. Phase2(1)ii: Ditch5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116
6.6. Phase 2 (1)iii (a): Basal layersofditch . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... . 119
6.7. Phase 2 (1) iii (b) : PreparationPit2 . . . . . .. .. . ... ... 120
6.8. Phase2 (1)iv:Pit7 . . . . . . . . 121
6.9. Phase2 (2)i:Kiln7 . . . o oo 122
6.10. Phase 2 (2) ii : Layers in Ditch 2 associated with the operation of Kiln7 . . . . . . ... ... 126
6.11. Phase 2 (2)iii: Ditch 3, basal layers . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 132
6.12. Phase 2 (2) iv: Clay Preparation Pit1 . . . . . . .. ... ... ... . ... ... ....... 133
6.13. Phase 2 (2) v: Kiln 6. . . . . . . . . e 136
6.14. Phase 2 (2) vi: Contexts in Ditch 3 associated with operation of Kiln6 . . . . ... ... .. 140
6.15. Phase 2 (2) vii : Basal layers, Ditch 2 west of Trench 61 . . . . . ... ... ... ....... 141
6.16. Phase 2 (2) viii : Structure north of Ditch 3 ,Trenches 66 and 67 . . . . . ... ... ...... 142
6.17. Phase 2 (3 South) i: Ditch 2, Westof Trench 61. . . . . . ... ... ... ... ........ 143
6.18. Phase 2 (3 South) ii : Ditch 1, central portion, the former preparation pit at the western end
of Ditch 2. . . . . . . e 151
6.19. Phase 2 (3 South) iii : Ditch 1, southern portion . . . . . ... ... ... ... ........ 154
6.20. Phase 2 (3South)iv: Kiln3. . . . . . . . . . . ... .. 155
6.21. Phase 2 (3 North) i : North-South Ditch within Phase 1 Circular Ditch re-used . . . ... .. 158
6.22. Phase 2 (3North)ii: Kiln 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . e 159
6.23. Phase 2 (3 North) iii : Primary fill of Ditch4 . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... ..... 162
Phase 3 . . . . . 163
6.24. Phase 3 (1) i : Kiln remains, PreparationPit2 . . . . . .. ... . ... ... ... ....... 163
6.25. Phase 3 (1) ii : Secondary fill, Ditch4 . . . . ... ... ... ... ... .. 172
6.26. Phase 3 (1) iii (a) : North-easternditch . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... . ... ........ 173
6.27. Phase 3 (1) iii (b) : South-easternditch . . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... .. 174
6.28. Phase3(1)iv(a): Westernend . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 179
6.29. Phase 3 (1)iv (b) : Ditchmoving east . . . . . . .. ... ... .. ... ... ... ... .. 184
6.30. Phase 3 (1) iv (c) : Ditch 5 extended to the east in thisphase . . . .. ... ... ... .... 185
6.31. Phase 3 (1) iv (d) : Eastern portion Ditch 5, latestlevels . . . . ... ... .. ... ... ... 186
6.32. Phase 3 (2-4) i : Re-use of former levigation pit at western end of Ditch2 . . . . ... . ... 190
6.33. Phase 3 (2-4) ii : Ditch 1, northern portion, from south. Variety of profiles. . . . . . . . . .. 191
6.34. Phase 3 (2-4) iii (a) : Southern kiln dump corelayers . . . . . ... ... ... .. ....... 195
6.35. Phase 3 (2-4) iii (b) : Southern kiln dump other contexts . . . . . ... ... ... ... .... 204
6.36. Phase 3 (2-4) iii (c) : Pottery Derived from Southern Dump . . . . .. ... ... ... .... 217
6.37. Phase 3 (2-4) iii (d) : Core layer Northern Kiln Dump . . . . . ... ... .. ... ... ... 222
6.38. Phase 3 (2-4) iii (e) : Other layers Northern KinDump . . . . ... ... ... ... .. ... 227
6.39. Phase 3 (2-4)iv(a): Kiln5 . . . . . . . . . .. 229
6.40. Phase 3 (2-4)iv (b) t KilN T . . « o v o v et e e e e e 232
6.41. Phase 3 (2-4)iv(c): Kiln8 . . . . . . . . . . 233
6.42. Phase 3 (2-4)iv (d) 1 Kiln 4 . . . . . . . . 235
6.43. Phase 3 (2-4) v (2) t PIt2 .« . o o o o 237
6.44. Phase 3 (2-4) V(D) : Pit 1 . . o o o o 238
6.45. Phase 3 (2-4) v (€) s PIt3 . . o o o e e 240

ii



10.

11.

12.

13.

CONTENTS

6.46. Phase 3 (2-4) vi (a) : Hearth and possible structure, Trench 11. . . . . .. ... ... .. ...
6.47. Phase 3 (2-4) vi (b) : Hearth, Trial Trench . . . . . . ... .. ... ... ... .........
6.48. Phase 3 (2-4) vi (c) : Semi-circular structure, Trial Trench and Trench 4 . . . ... ... ...
6.49. Phase 3 (2-4) vi (d) : Shallow depressions . . . . . .. ... ... ... ..
6.50. Phase 3 (2-4)vii(a) : Pit 6 . . . . . . . . . . e
6.51. Phase 3 (2-4) vii (b) : Feature in Trenches 103 and 118 . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ....
Phase 4 . . . . .
6.52. Phase 41: Kiln2 . . . . . . . . .
6.53. Phase 4ii (a) : Late activityinDitch 3 . . . . . . ... ... ... ..
6.54. Phase 4ii(b): T83F6 . . . . . . . . e
6.55. Phase 41i (c) : Pit4 . . . . . . . .
Unphased contexts . . . . . . . .. . e
6.56. Unassigned and topsoil . . . . ... ... . L L o
Terra Sigillata
7.1. Stampsonterrasigillata . . . .. ... Lo L
7.2. Decoratedsigillata . . . . . . . ...
7.3. Summary of the terra sigillata from Highgate Wood . . . . . . ... ... ... ... .....
7.4. Abbreviations . . . . . ...

The Mortaria
8.1. Catalogue of stamps . . . . . . . . .. L
8.2. Comments on the mortaria from Highgate . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

Potter’s stamp on grey ware (no. 1245)

The Hercules Medallion in sigillée claire B (no. 1056)

10.1. The Hercules medallion . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... . . ... .. ... . .. ... ...
10.2. Sigillée claire B. . . . . . . .
10.3. Sigillée claire B in Roman Britain . . . . . ... ... .. .o o oo
10.4. Conclusions . . . . . . . .

Report on a Spouted Strainer Bowl (no.1049)

11.1. Spouted Strainer Bowls . . . . . . . ..
11.2. The Development of Spouted Strainer Bowls in Britain . . . . . ... .. ... ... .....
11.3. The Function of Spouted Strainer Bowls . . . . . ... ... .. ... .. o o L.
11.4. Discussion . . . . . . ..o e

The reconstruction of vessel no. 174

12.1. The sherds from Highgate . . . . . . .. . .. . ... . .. . ...
12.2. The clibanus . . . . . . . . . . e e e
12.3. The clibanus in Roman Britain . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ... e
12.4. The Highgate clibanus . . . . . . . . . . . . e

Petrographic Analysis of Roman Pottery

13.1. Background . . . . ..
13.2. Sample Materials . . . . .. ...
13.3. Aimsof Analysis. . . . . . . . L
13.4. Methodology . . . . . . . . . e
13.5. Results and Interpretation . . . . . . . . .. ...
13.6. Possible raw material sources . . . . .. ... L

iii



HiGHGATE WOOD EXCAVATIONS 1966-78

14.

15.

Iv.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Chemical Characterization of Pottery by ICPS 313
14.1. Introduction . . . . . . . .. 313
14.2. ICPS Analysis (Inductively-Coupled Plasma Atomic Emission Spectrometry (ICP-AES)) . . . 313
14.3. Results of the ICPS chemical analyses . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... .. ........ 314
14.4. Interpretation of the ICP analyses using Principal Components Analysis and Discriminant
Analysis . . ... 314
14.5. Discussion and Conclusions . . . . . . . . ... .. L 317
The Baked Clay Objects 323
15.1. Featureless clay fragments . . . . . . .. .. ... L L L 323
15.2. Firebars . . . . . . . . 325
15.3. Clay plates or sheets. . . . . . . . . . . . 326
15.4. Perforated plates . . . . . . . . . . . 327
15.5. Fittings for the support of fluearches . . . . .. ... ... ... ... . L. 328
15.6. Short heavyrings . . . . . . . . . . L 328
15.7. Curved stripsof clay . . . . . . . . L 329
15.8. Other aids to stacking and supporting pottery in thekiln . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 329
15.9. Triangular clay objects (weights?) . . . . . . . . . . . . . L 330
15.10.0ther clay objects . . . . . . . . . L 331
The Other Finds 345
The Metal Small Finds 347
16.1. Brooches . . . . . . . 347
16.2. Other bronze objects . . . . . . . . . . . 348
16.3. COINS . . . . . . . 349
16.4. Objectsof lead . . . . . . . . . L 350
16.5. Objects of iron . . . . . . . . . . 350
The Stone Artifacts 360
17.1. Homes . . . . . . o e e e 360
17.2. QUEINS . . . . o ot e e e e e 362
17.3. Miscellaneous worked stones . . . . . . . . . ... 364
17.4. Worked stones — forms not identifiable . . . . . . . .. ... ... oo L 364
The Glass 371
18.1. DIscussion . . . . . . . . .. e e e 371
18.2. Catalogue . . . . . . . e 372
Highgate Wood and Queen’s Wood: The Flintwork 380
19.1. Theflintwork . . . . . . . . L 380
19.2. Discussion . . . . . . . .. e e 381
The Prehistoric Pottery 385
20.1. Prehistoric Pottery Catalogue . . . . . . . ... .. .. ... ... 385
Biological Remains 388
21.1. Animal and Humanbones . . . . ... ... ... ... L 388
21.2. Soil samples . . . .. 388
21.3. Charcoal . . . . . . . . 388

iv



CONTENTS

Bibliography 389

Acknowledgements 391



List of Tables

10.

Summary of non-local pottery . . . . . . . ... 89
Summary of Highgate pottery by phase . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... .. .. ... .. ... 100
Summary of terra sigillata fabrics and forms . . . . . ... ..o Lo o oL 267
Distribution of terra sigillata in the stratified and topsoil assemblages . . . . . ... ... .. 267
Highgate Wood: summary of mortaria . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... ... ..... 272
Highgate Wood: Details of analysed Roman pottery samples . . . . .. ... ... ...... 301
Highgate Wood: List of ceramics analysed and full set of ICPS analyses . . . ... ... ... 319
Highgate Wood: Average chemical composition of the six different fabrics analysed, ex-

pressed as the mean (average) and one standard deviation about the mean . . . . ... ... 320
Highgate Wood: Baked Clay . . . . . . . ... ... . . 324
Highgate Wood: Impressions on Baked Clay Samples . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 326

vi



List of Figures

Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:

Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:

Location . . . . . . . . . e 5
SitePlan . . . . . . . . .. . 6
Trenchnumbering . . . . . . .. .. .. L 7
Phase 1 . . . . . . . . e 9
Circular Feature, NW areaof site . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. .... 10
Pit 5, and Sections, Circular Feature . . .. .. .. .. ... ... ...... 11
Phase 2 (1) . . . . . . . e 12
Sections, Ditch 5and Ditch 2 . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ..., 13
Phase 2 (2) . . . . . . e e e 15
Kiln 7 . . . . e 16
Kiln 7, sections . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Kiln 7. looking west. Scaleinfeet. . . . . ... ... ... ... ....... 18
PreparationPit 1andDitch3 . . .. .. ... ... .. ... . ... ..., 19
Kiln 6 . . . . . . . e 20
Kiln 6, looking west. Scaleininches . . . .. .. ... ... ......... 21
Phase2(3)South . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 23
Sections, Ditch 1(South) and termination, Ditch 5. . . . . . ... ... ... 24
Sections, Ditch 1 South . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 25
Kiln3 . . . . e 27
Kiln 3, looking north. Scaleininches . . . . ... ... .. ... ... ..... 28
Phase2(3)North . . . . . . . . . . . . . e 29
Sections, Kiln 9 and PreparationPit2 . ... ... ... ... ........ 30
Preparation Pit 2 and Ditch 1 North of Kiln 9 . . . ... ... ... .. ... 31
Ditch 4 and Preparation Pit3 . . . .. ... ... ... ... .. ... 32
Phase 3(1) . . . . . . o o e 34
SouthernKilnDump . . . . ... ... ... . L Lo o 37
NorthernKilnDump . . . . .. . ... . o 38
Sections, Ditch 1 North . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
Sections, Ditch 1 North . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 40
Kiln5 . . . . . e 42
Kiln 5, looking east. Scale ininches . . . ... ... ... .. ........ 43
Kiln 1 . . . . e 44
Kiln 1, looking north-east. Scaleininches . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 45
Kiln 8 . . . . o e 46
Kiln 8, looking south. Scaleinfeet . . . . ... ... ... ... .. ..... 47
Kiln4 . . . . . e 48
Kiln 4, looking north-east. Scaleininches . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 49
Pits . . . e e 50
Miscellaneous features . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... 52
Kiln2 . . . . . e 54
Kiln 2, looking east. Scaleinfeet . . . . .. ... .. ... .......... 55

vii



HiGHGATE WOOD EXCAVATIONS 1966-78

42.

43.
44,

45.
46.

47.
48.

49.

50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.

60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.

Roman pottery sites, Highgate Wood . . . . . . ... ... ... ... L. 60
Hornsey in the 17th century (Source: Marcham 1929, with additions) . . . . ... ... ... 68
Wood banks and falls, North London. T: site of excavation through wood bank, Highgate
Wood. Woods now destroyed shown with dashed lines . . . ... ... ... ......... 72
Highgate Wood: Section through woodbank . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ....... 73
Highgate Wood and neighbouring woods, as shown in a lease of 1820; actually a copy of the
Enclosure Map of 1815 (with acknowledgements to the City of London, London Metropolitan
Archives, Diocese of London Deposit) . . . . . . .. ... ... ... 74

Phase 2 of cartway through Highgate Wood, looking west towards abandoned railway . .. 75
Highgate Wood: Cartway in north of wood. (a). Earthworks (Source: surveys during ex-
cavation and MOLAS (1998); (b). Based on Ordnance Survey 25 inch sheet, Middlesex XII,

1876; (c). Based on Ordnance Survey 25 inch sheet Middlesex XII, 1913-14 . . . . . ... .. 76
Proposed layout by Alexander McKenzie for Highgate Wood in 1885 (with acknowledge-

ments to the City of London, London Metropolitan Archives) . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 77
Highgate Wood: chronological distribution of terra sigillata and mortaria . . . . . . ... .. 87
HWA fabric: phase 1 [1:1] . . . . . . . . o 94
HWB fabric: phase 1 [1:1] . . . . . .. o o 95
HWB fabric: phase 2 [1:1] . . . . . . ..o 96
HWC fabric [1:1] . . . . o o e 97
HWCH+ fabric [1:1] . . . . . . . 98
Highgate Wood: selected pottery fromPhase 1 . . . . ... ... ... .. ... ........ 103
Highgate Wood: selected pottery fromPhase2 . . . .. .. ... ... .. ... .. ....... 104
Highgate Wood: selected pottery fromPhase3 . . . .. ... . ... ... ... ........ 105
Highgate Wood: selected pottery from Phase4 . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ...... 106
Highgate Wood: 11i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . ... . . 110
Highgate Wood: 11i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . .. . ... . 111
Highgate Wood: 11i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . ... . . . . 112
Highgate Wood: 11ii: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 113
Highgate Wood: 2 (1) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . .. .. . . ... . . . ... ... ... 115
Highgate Wood: 2 (1) i: non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . ... ... .. ... ...... 115
Highgate Wood: 2 (1) ii: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . ... 117
Highgate Wood: 2 (1) ii: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . .. . .. . 118
Highgate Wood: 2 (1) ii: non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . .. . ... ... ... ... ..., 118
Highgate Wood: 2 (1) iv: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . . ..o o 121
Highgate Wood: 2 (2) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . .. . . o 124
Highgate Wood: 2 (2) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . ... o 125
Highgate Wood: 2 (2) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . .. .. . . 125
Highgate Wood: 2 (2) ii: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . .. .. ... ... .. .. ... ... .. 128
Highgate Wood: 2 (2) ii: local pottery [1:3] . . . .. .. .. ... ... ... ... .. .. .. 129
Highgate Wood: 2 (2) ii: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ... .. .. .. 130
Highgate Wood: 2 (2) ii: non-local pottery [1:3] . . .. .. .. ... ... .. .. ....... 131
Highgate Wood: 2 (2) iv: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . .. .. ... . . . . ... 134
Highgate Wood: 2 (2) iv: non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ... ..... 135
Highgate Wood: 2 (2) v: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . .. .. ... .. . .. . . ... ... ... 138
Highgate Wood: 2 (2) v: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . .. . . ... .. . ... ... ... 139
Highgate Wood: 2 (2) v: non-local pottery [1:3] . . .. . ... ... ... ... ........ 139
Highgate Wood: 2 (2) vi: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . .. . ... 140
Highgate Wood: 2 (3 South) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . ... ... . . ... 146

viil



84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.

Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:

Highgate Wood:

Highgate Wood:

Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:

Highgate Wood:

Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:
Highgate Wood:

LisT oF FIGURES

3 South) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . .. .. ... 147
3 South) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ..o 147
3 South) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . ... 148
3 South) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . ... 148
3 South) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . ... 149
3 South) i: non-local pottery [1:3] . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... .. 150
3 South) ii: local pottery [1:3] . . . .. ... .. ... L. 153
3 South) ii: non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . . .. ... ... ... 153
3 South) iv: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... ... 156
3 South) iv: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . ... ... 157
3 North) ii: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 160
3 North) ii: local pottery [1:3] . . . . ... .. ... ... . ... ... .. 160
3 North) ii: local pottery [1:3] . . . .. .. . ... ... ... ... 161
3 North) iii: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . .. . . ... ... ... ... .. 162
1)i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . .. o L 166
1)i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . .. .. . 167
1) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... 168
1) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . .. 169
1) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . 170
1) i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . L 171
1) i: non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . .. L 171
1)ii: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . .. 172
1)iii (b): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . ... 176
1) iii (b): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . .. ... 177
1) iii (b): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... 178
1)iv (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . .. ... 181
1)iv (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . .. . 182
1)iv (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . . . 183
1)iv (c): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . .. 185
1)iv (d): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... 188
1) iv (d): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . . 189
1) iv (d): non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... 189
2-4)ii: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . ..o 193
2-4)ii: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . .. L 194
2-4) ii: non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . ... ... Lo 194
2-4) iii (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... 198
2-4) iii (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... 199
2-4)1iii (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... 200
2-4)1iii (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . ... 200
2-4)iii (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . .. Lo 200
2-4)iii (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . ... 201
2-4) iii (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . .. 202
2-4) iii (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... 203
2-4)iii (a): non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... 203
2-4)iii (b): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . .. 209
2-4)iii (b): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... L 210
2-4)iii (b): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... 211
2-4) iii (b): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... 212
2-4) iii (b): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... 213
2-4)iii (b): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . .. 214

ix



HiGHGATE WOOD EXCAVATIONS 1966-78

134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.
148.
149.
150.
151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.
157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.
165.
166.
167.

168.
169.

170.
171.
172.

173.

174.

175.

176.
177.
178.
179.

Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iii (b): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . . ... ... .. ... 215
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iii (b): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 215
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iii (b): non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 216
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iii (¢): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . . ... .. .. ... ... 219
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iii (c): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . ... .. . ... 220
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iii (¢): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . .. . ... ... ... ... 221
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iii (¢): non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 221
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iii (d): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . ... . ... ... ..., 224
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iii (d): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . ... .. ... ... .. 225
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iii (d): non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 226
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iii (e): non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 228
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iv (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. ... 230
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iv (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . . ... . ... 231
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iv (¢): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. ..... 234
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) iv (d): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 236
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) v (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . ... . . . . ... . 237
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) v (b): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . ... ... . .. ... ... .... 239
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) v (c): local pottery [1:3] . . . . .. . . ... ... ... ... ..... 242
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) v (c): non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 243
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) vi (c): non-local pottery [1:3] . . . .. ... ... ... ... ..... 246
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) vi (d): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . . . ... . . ... 248
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) vi (d): non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . . ... ... ... .. ...... 248
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) vii (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . ... ... .. .. ... .. ...... 250
Highgate Wood: 3 (2-4) vii (a): non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. .... 250
Highgate Wood: 4 i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . .. . oo 254
Highgate Wood: 4 i: local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . .. .. . . 255
Highgate Wood: 4ii (a): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . .. ... ... .. .. .. ... .. .... 257
Highgate Wood: 4 ii (a): non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . .. ... .. ... ... ........ 257
Highgate Wood: 4 ii (b): non-local pottery [1:3] . . .. ... . ... ... ... ........ 258
Highgate Wood: 4 1ii (c): local pottery [1:3] . . . . . . . .. .. ... . ... ... 260
Highgate Wood: 4ii (c): non-local pottery [1:3] . . .. ... ... ... ... ......... 260
Highgate Wood: Unassigned and topsoil: local pottery [1:3] . . . ... ... ... ...... 262
Highgate Wood: Unassigned and topsoil: local pottery [1:3] . . .. .. ... ... ...... 263
Highgate Wood: Unassigned and topsoil: non-local pottery [1:3] . . . . ... ... ... ... 264
Chronological distribution of terra sigillata . . . . . . . ... .. .. ... .. ... ... ... 269
Distribution of terra sigillataonthe site . . . . . .. .. .. ... ... .. L Lo L L. 269
Mortarium stamps [1:1] . . . . . .o 0 274
Chronological summary of mortaria . . . . . . . ... ... ... L o 275
Distribution of mortariaonthesite . ... ... ... ... .. ... L L. 275
Highgate Wood: Potter’s stamp on grey ware [1:1] . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 276
The Hercules medallion in sigillée claire B[1:1] . . . . . . . . . ... ... .. ... .. .... 281
Strainer bowl [1:2] . . . . . . . . 286
Sherds and proposed reconstruction of Highgate vessel no.174 [1:3] . . . . . ... ... ... 288
Suggested manufacturing sequence for Highgate vesselno. 174 . . . . ... ... ... ... 288
The Highgate clibanus and the Eastcheap flanged dish . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... ... 291
The Highgate clibanus and comparative material [1:3] . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 293



180.

181.

182.

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

188.

189.

190.

191.
192.
193.
194.

195.
196.
197.
198.
199.
200.
201.
202.
203.
204.
205.
206.
207.
208.

209.
210.
211.
212.
213.
214.
215.

LisT oF FIGURES

Thin section photomicrographs Roman pottery samples from macroscopic fabric Early HWB

analysed in this report. . . . . . . . . L 302
Thin section photomicrographs Roman pottery samples from macroscopic fabric Early HWB
and HWA analysed in thisreport . . . . . .. . ... . . .. .. 303
Thin section photomicrographs Roman pottery samples from macroscopic fabric HWA and
HWB analysed in thisreport . . . . . . . . .. ... 304
Thin section photomicrographs Roman pottery samples from macroscopic fabric HWB anal-
ysedinthisreport . . . . . . . . 305
Thin section photomicrographs Roman pottery samples from macroscopic fabric HWB and
HWB/C analysed in thisreport . . . . . . . . . . ... . . 306
Thin section photomicrographs Roman pottery samples from macroscopic fabric HWB/C
and Early HWC analysed in thisreport . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... .. .. ... . 307
Thin section photomicrographs Roman pottery samples from macroscopic fabric Early HWC
analysedinthisreport . . . . ... . ... .. L 308
Thin section photomicrographs Roman pottery samples from macroscopic fabric HWC anal-
ysedin thisreport . . . . . . . . L 309
Thin section photomicrographs Roman pottery samples from macroscopic fabric HWC anal-
ysedin thisreport . . . . . . . .. 310
Thin section photomicrographs Roman pottery samples from macroscopic fabric HWC and
HWC+ analysed in this report as well as the clay ball sample . . . . .. ... ... ...... 311
Thin section photomicrographs experimental pottery sample and local clay and sand samples
collected from near Highgate Wood . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... . ... . ... ... 312

Discriminant analysis of the ICPS data on the six fabrics using most of the chemical elements 321
Discriminant analysis using a ‘reduced elements’set . .. .. ... .............. 321
A plot of the first two principal components arising from ICPS analyses on all the ceramics . 322
A plot of the second and third principal components arising from the same principal com-

ponents analysis as Fig. 193 . . . . . . . .. 322
Firebar dimensions . . . . . . . . . . . . e 325
Diameters of heavy rings . . . . . . . . ... L 328
Baked Clay: firebars, 1 [1:4] . . . . . . . . . . e 333
Baked Clay: firebars, 2 [1:4] . . . . . . . . . . e 334
Baked Clay: clay plates [1:2] . . . . . . . . . 335
Baked Clay: plates with striations, 1 [1:1] . . . . . . .. ... ... . . ... 336
Baked Clay: plates with striations, 2 [1:1] . . . . . . .. ... ... ... 337
Baked Clay: perforated plates [1:2] . . . . . . . .. ... . .. 338
Baked Clay: flue arch supports and heavy rings [1:2] . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 339
Baked Clay: curved clay strips [1:2] . . . . . . . ..o o 340
Baked Clay: spacers [1:2] . . . . . . . . o o 341
Baked Clay: rolls of clay etc [1:2] . . . . . . . . . 342
Baked Clay: possible clay weights [1:4] . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ... ... 343
Baked Clay: miscellaneous objects [1:2] . . . . . . . . . .. .. Lo 344
Bronze and iron brooches [1:1] . . . . . . . . . ... 354
Bronze brooches and other bronze and copper objects [1:1] . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 355
Bronze and lead objects [1:1] . . . . . . . . . . .. 356
Iron objects [1:2] . . . . . o o e 357
Distribution of bronze and copper objects . . . . . . .. ... 358
Distribution of lead objects . . . . . . . . ... 358
Distribution of ironnails . . . . . . .. .. L 359

xi



HiGHGATE WOOD EXCAVATIONS 1966-78

21e.
217.
218.
219.
220.
221.

222.
223.
224.

225.
226.
227.

228.

Hones, 1 [1:2] . . . . . . . 366
Hones, 2 [1:2] . . . . . . . 367
Distribution of Roman hones . . . . . . . ... . ... 368
Distribution of medievalhones . . . . . .. .. ... . L Lo L Lo 368
Querns [1:4] . . . . o o L e 369
Distributionof querns . . . . . . . ... L L 370
Glass: vessels [no.4 1:2; others 1:1] . . . . . . . . .. 377
Glass: beads and ring setting [2:1] . . . . . . . . . ... 378
Distributionof glass . . . . . . . ... L 379
Flintwork, 1 [1:2] . . . . . . . . 382
Flintwork, 2 [1:2] . . . . . . . . e 383
Weighted distribution of flintwork . . . . . . ... ... Lo 384
Distribution of prehistoric pottery . . . . . . . . ... 387

xii



Part 1.

The Excavations






1. Introduction

Highgate Wood is a wooded park owned by the Corporation of the City of London in the parish of Hornsey,
now part of the London Borough of Haringey. The Roman pottery manufacturing site there was discovered
by one of the writers (AEB) during an archaeological survey of the public open spaces of the area. The
primary objective of the survey was the recovery of prehistoric flintwork, which was at that time abundantly
visible in bare patches on the ground surface, but the finding in July 1962 of an abraded sherd of samian Drag
37 was followed up later that year and in 1963 by the discovery of quantities of small fragments of Romano
British buff and grey ware (Brown 1962, 1963). In the summer of 1966 a small trial trench designed if possible
to establish the nature of the Roman site was excavated by the writers, with the kind permission of the Park
Superintendant of the Corporation of London; enough was found to show that the site had been concerned
with pottery manufacture. For eight years after that annual excavations of five to six weeks duration were
carried out on the site, with a short final season in 1978; several interim reports have been published (Brown
& Sheldon 1968b, 1969a and b, 1970, 1971, 1974; Anon 1968). The site was excavated entirely with volunteer
help; from 1968 to 1972 work was combined with adult education classes on practical archaeology organised
by the City Literary Institute and the Department of Extra Mural Studies of the University of London (Brown
& Sheldon 1968a, 1969¢c). During the 1971 season an experiment in the manufacture of pottery on the site
and its firing in replica kilns was carried out by teachers of pottery employed by the then Inner London
Education Authority (Experiment 1972, 1973); the archaeological aim of the experiment was to establish
some general ideas about the practical aspects of pottery manufacture on a site such as this, which could
be used in its overall interpretation once the excavation was over. A similar exercise in the reconstruction
of a Roman pottery kiln took place in the Wood in July 2010 under the auspices of Bruce Castle Museum,
London Borough of Haringey, and MLA Renaissance London (Peacey & Hurst 2012).

1.1. The Site

Figs. 1 and 2

The site lies on the top and both sides of a small knoll at the northern end of Highgate Wood; its highest point
is at c. 102.7m OD (centre at NGR TQ 28308900). Its northern edge is bounded by the cutting belonging to
the branch railway to Alexandra Palace, opened in 1873 but now abandoned; it is not known whether Roman
material was discovered when the cutting was excavated. The knoll formed part of a ridge, running north-
south, which is the watershed which separates the catchment areas of the River Brent to the west from the
River Lea to the east. Highgate Wood and the western part of Queen’s Wood lie on a thin deposit of the
Claygate Beds, a more sandy material than the underlying London Clay, very suitable for the manufacture
of pottery and London Stock bricks (Collins & Hacker 2012; Hacker, Scaife & French 2014; Clements 2015).
This particular geological formation was of key importance from the potting point of view, and if further
sites are to be found they can be expected to lie on it; but since the Geological Survey does not mark deposits
less than a metre thick on its maps, its actual distribution is not easily determinable.

There are also thin spreads of superficial flinty gravel and occasional thicker deposits of sandy gravel. These
gravel deposits are of glacial origin and may belong to the Dollis Hill Terrace gravels, which lie 500m to the
north, or form part of a more generalised spread of clays, sands and gravels which was the result of slope
degeneration in periglacial conditions during the Pleistocene.
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A small stream, mostly dry now, arising 100m to the south-west of the site from the junction of the relatively
permeable Claygate Beds and the impermeable London Clay, ran towards the western edge of the wood
(Fig. 44). The potters could have obtained water from this, or, more probably, collected rainwater in the
ditches which formed such a prominent feature of the excavated site and from which clay for potting could
have been obtained.

The topsoil consisted of a yellowish/brown earth, the result of the weathering of the superficial Claygate
Beds. Its pH (an average of 4.2 was recorded) indicated a high degree of acidity; very little bone material
survived.
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HiGHGATE WOOD EXCAVATIONS 1966-78

ue[J 931G :poopp 21eSYSIH ‘7 911

€ J1d uoneredaiy,




1. INTRODUCTION

Fig. 3. Highgate Wood: Trench numbering






