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Chapter 3.
Fig. 236. Topographic sketch of the Mycenaean cemetery at Achaia Clauss. Tombs excavated by Papadopoulos are marked
with letters of the Greek alphabet, from A to N. Tombs excavated by Kyparissis are marked with numbers, 1-5.
¥1 marks the chamber tomb plundered in 1986. The arrows point to the five successive rows of tombs of the

cemetery

Fig. 237. General view of the cemetery after the completion of its last excavation season, in 1992. Chambers ©, N - and
later K - were once more filled and covered with earth, in order to be protected. Tomb E is beyond the frame, 16 m

to the south of plundered tomb 1 (to the right)
Fig. 238.June 2014, View of tombs A (bottom right) and B (top) sunk in the wild vegetation of the slope...
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Prologue

I met Kostas for the first time during my teaching
as visiting professor in the newly founded Ionian
University at the beginning of the 1990s. He attracted
my attention by his excellent progress: in attending my
lectures in Aegean Prehistoric Archaeology, in the first-
class grades he gained in the examinations and above
all for his highly quality of his behaviour and character.

Later Kostas kept up his studies with me: he took part
as undergraduate student of the Ionian University
in a surface survey in Kephallenia; and after getting
his B.A. diploma in History from this University,
as an undergraduate and post-graduate student of
archaeology of the Ioannina University (getting both
B.A. and Ph.D. diplomas with first honours) when he
worked on my excavations in Achaea, Ithaca and Jordan
(ca. 1992-2011).

During this long period of close and productive
cooperation, kapnkoudwv (as a student) Kostas showed
to the full his abilities, energy, zeal and devotion, as
well as responsibility and creativity of thought - thus
he succeeded in getting the best result out of whatever
work he was undertaking, both in the field and in the
museum apothekes. In the field was always careful and
responsible, ready to ask for advice and help; he kept
a thorough and detailed diary - the notes enriched
with accurate measurements, photos, sketch plans and
excellent drawings. In the museums of Patras, Ithaca,
Brauron and Jordan again he proved very helpful and
diligent: working hard under my supervision at the
registration, dating and drawing of the finds. Taking
into account all these abilities and qualifications, 1
thought that it was worth giving him the chance to
study for a Ph.D. diploma, and so I put at his disposal
the material of the Mycenaean cemetery at Clauss, in
the excavation of which he had participated.

In addition, Kostas has accompanied me and
Litsa, together with some other good students
and collaborators, on educational excursions and
excavations in Greece, Egypt, Syria and Jordan. (Jordan
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is such a pleasant country, the so-called ‘Archaeological
paradise’ of the Middle East). Everywhere Kostas helped
in the preparation and organization of the projects,
enlivening the excavation teams in Greece and Jordan
with humour, jokes and songs. Unforgettable moments!
Honouring the Mycenaean dead and warriors buried
at the cemeteries of Clauss and Kallithea, attending
afternoon lessons and discussions, revelling in our
stay in Ithaca and at the ‘Pilgrim’s House’ at Madaba,
and working enthusiastically at Gawr es Safi and Tell
Kafrein.

Kostas continues to love the Mycenaeans: in his present
post in the National Archaeological Museum, he is
working intensively not only to advance his career,
but also to keep an open eye for and to participate in
whatever new and profitable occasion happens along
that can promote Greek prehistoric archaeology.

So, it is a pleasure for me to write this prologue and
to present his book on the Mycenaean cemetery of
Clauss near Patras. He has revised and brought up to
date his unpublished dissertation presented in 2014
to the Faculty of History and Archaeology of Ioannina
University for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy
(duly awarded). This dissertation, and the book it has
birthed, is a very valuable and important contribution
to the study of the Mycenaean burial architecture and
customs in Achaea. Taken in conjunction with other
such works, either finished and published or in progress,
and also with the adjacent settlement at Mygdalia
(Dr Lena Papazoglou-Manioudaki’s excavation), the
present volume will certainly add to and so enrich our
understanding of this region in Mycenaean times. Thus,
Dr Paschalidis’s work, in which so much new, detailed
and impressive information and burial data has
emerged thanks to his systematic and meticulous study
of the extremely important cemetery at Clauss, is a
most welcome addition to the growing literature about
the prehistory of Achaea and the western Mycenaean
world.

Professor Thanassis Papadopoulos
Athens, 23/11/2016
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Introduction - methodology of research

This work comprises the study of the finds from the
excavation of the University of loannina and the
Archaeological Society at Athens in the Mycenaean
cemetery of Clauss in Patras, carried out between the
years 1988-1992 under the direction of Professor T.
Papadopoulos. The presentation of the topic expands
into seven thematic chapters, proceeding from the
whole to the parts - and then returning to the whole.
Thus, one progresses from the general review of
the cemetery space and the sites, to the analytical
description of the excavation, to the remarks on the
architecture, to the study of the finds, to the analysis
of the burial customs and finally to the narration
of the overall history of the cemetery according to
chronological period and generation of its people.
The eighth and last chapter is an addendum including
a presentation of the anthropological analysis of the
skeletal material. More precisely, the study is organized
as follows:

Chapter 1 includes a complete and brief catalogue
of the Mycenaean sites in Achaea. The cemetery site
is described separately with special mention of the
neighbouring excavations. Furthermore, in this chapter
the distribution and character of the sites across
the entire territory is examined and presented as a
general overview. References to archaeological sites
are accomplished by citing a compiled bibliography of
the recently published catalogues, without quoting the
primary excavation reports (to save space).

In Chapter 2, the description of the tombs is to be
found, arranged into three parts for each in turn. The
first section focuses on the description of the tomb’s
architecture and the clustering and appearance of
the finds in it. The second part sums up all the above
evidence, following the chronological sequence of
the burials. The third part displays, through easy-to-
understand tables, the burials along with the gender,
the age and the grave-goods of each individual, grouped
in chronological order of introduction into the tomb.
These tables also record any other non-burial episode
that has been attested through the history of the
chambers, in chronological order too.

In Chapter 3, the area of Clauss is examined, as well
as the layout of the cemetery, the architecture of the
tombs, the bedrock, the manner of construction and
the structural problems related to them.

Chapter 4 contains the analytical catalogue of the finds
in each tomb, recorded according to their excavation

numbering (e.g. A1 for the first find of tomb A, £T13 for
the thirteenth find of tomb =T etc.), accompanied by
the corresponding Museum of Patras inventory number
(e.g. T1 15027, M 4886 etc.). The catalogue contains one
or more photos and drawings of each find, its detailed
description and bibliographical documentation with
parallels selected mainly from published assemblages
from the rest of Achaea, Elis and the nearby lonian
islands.

Chapter 5 deals with the analytical presentation of the
finds from the cemetery, citing typological parallels
from the entire Mycenaean world, including comments
on their use in the cemetery and in their era, in general.
The examination of the finds is arranged according
to category: pottery, bronze, bone, stone finds, along
with minor objects made of various materials (spindle
whorls, seals, beads and a figurine).

In Chapter 6, the burial customs of the cemetery are
discussed as these emerge from the investigation of the
archaeological finds and the results of the osteological
study by Dr Photini J.P. McGeorge, whose full analysis
is not included in the present work and by Dr Wiestaw
Wieckowski, whose report is presented in Chapter 8.

Chapter 7 sums up all of the research data into a
brief and concise overview of the burials according to
chronological period and generation (phases 1-6 of the
LH IIIC period), with reference to the society that the
Clauss people and their contemporaries in the rest of
Achaea had brought into being, and with a presentation
of the cemetery’s history.

In Chapter 8, Dr Photini J.P. McGeorge presents her
detailed study of cremation © in tomb N, while Dr
Wiestaw Wieckowski offers the results of his study on
the anthropological material from alcove I and tombs
K-N.

The richly illustrated documentation of the tombs
derives from the archive of the excavation. The
photographs of the nearby Mycenaean settlement at
Mygdalia Petrotou come from the archive of its ongoing
excavation project and contribute to the understanding
of the region’s archaeological landscape. The
presentation of the data tables at the end of this book
(Appendix) facilitates the comprehension of specific
aspects of the cemetery (burial practices according to
gender and age, grave-goods according to gender/age/
generation, demographic data per generation etc.).
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Chapter 1.

Mycenaean period in Achaea

A. Brief survey of sites and history of research
Introduction

Achaea, as defined by its modern administrative
boundaries,! encompasses a geographical area of
marked relief and comprises a variegated landscape
(figs 4a, 4b). Centrally situated, the massive and
imposing Mt Panachaikon stretches across to Mt
Chelmos to the east and to Mt Erymanthos to the south.
To the north, Mt Panachaikon runs down to the sea,
at the promontory of Drepanon, so forming a narrow
flat corridor connecting the west and east territories.
East of Drepanon and along the Gulf of Corinth extends
the coastal plain of Aigialeia, while, to the west, at the
mouth of the Gulf of Patras, lies the plain of Patras
and that of Pharai, the latter spreading across the
neighbouring region of Elis. Pharai along with the
adjacent slopes of Mt Panachaikon and Mt Erymanthos
make up the ‘Dymaean Land’.?

Papadopoulos, who wrote the first systematic
synthesis of Mycenaean Achaea, divided the history
of archaeological research into three phases.* The first
one, which began in 1919/20 and ended in 1939/40,
when the Second World War broke out, includes
the excavations of Nikolaos Kyparissis, who in his
reports in the Proceedings of the Archaeological Society
at Athens provided a first approach to the Mycenaean
topography of Achaea. Kyparissis, who served as
Ephor of Antiquities, was succeeded by the curator
Nerantzoulis who, in turn, conducted research on a
smaller scale in the area of Aigion. The second phase
spanned the 1950s and comprises the research projects
carried out by the Ephors of Antiquities N. Gialouris, N.
Zapheiropoulos and N. Verdelis. The spectacular finds
from their excavations enriched the exhibition of the
old Museum of Patras, which was founded in 1958,
and nowadays constitute the core of the exhibition of
the new Patras Archaeological Museum. In the third
phase of research are classified the excavations of the
Ephor of Antiquities, E. Mastrokostas, at the Dymaean
Wall and Aigion (1962-1967) and those of Professor

! Following Papadopoulos, Moschos and Giannopoulos, in this work
we define Achaea on the basis of its current geographical boundaries
and not those of antiquity as determined, for instance, by Pausanias,
see Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 17, Moschos 2007, 16-17, Giannopoulos
2008, 3.

2 Kolonas 2000, 93.

> Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 17. For the history of research of
Mycenaean Achaea, see also Rizio 2011, 8.

4 Panitsas 2005, 356. For the adventure of the foundation of the
Archaeological Museum of Patras, see Petropoulos 2002.

Papadopoulos at Aigion (1970) and Kallithea-Rabadania
(1976-1981).

To Papadopoulos’ outline should be added a fourth
phase, long and full of research activity, spanning
the years from 1980 to today. During this period were
conducted extensive surveys, and excavations, bringing
to light some dozens of new sites, accompanied
by a great number of publications. These research
projects were mainly carried out by the 6th Ephorate
of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities, with input too
from the University of loannina under the auspices of
the Archaeological Society at Athens (Clauss, Kallithea),
the Austrian Archaeological Institute (Aigeira) and the
American School of Classical Studies (Helike).

Through these research projects, Achaea has emerged as
an important and populous territory of the Mycenaean
world, with continuous habitation from the onset of
the 16th century BC down to the transition to the Early
Iron Age, a continuity that had initially been disputed,
as for many years archaeological interpretation of the
region was primarily based on finds dating to the last
phase of the LH III period.®

More than a hundred sites preserve remains of the
Mycenaean civilisation, spreading across the entire
region (figs 4a, 4b).° Some are coastal and their
economy was associated with marine communications,
fishing and agriculture, and others are situated in
mountainous areas, close to major tracks, and their
subsistence strategy was based on stock-breeding
and the cultivation of fertile plateaus. The majority
of sites are cemeteries, mostly of chamber tombs.
Furthermore, six tholos tombs (at Katarraktis [2],
Kallithea-Laganidia, Petroto, Portes [2]) and a few
tumuli (at Agrapidies of Chalandritsa, Lappa, Portes
and possibly Pharai and Starochori) have been located
in Achaea.’” Settlements are much less well represented,
and remain unexplored or unpublished. Nonetheless,
the dense distribution of sites of this period across
the entire territory is indicative of the long-term
and intensive habitation of the region. The historical

5 Papadopoulos rebutted the older impression of sporadic habitation
in Achaea in the early Mycenaean period by demonstrating a trend of
continuity and the occurrence of a more or less equal number of sites
throughout the entire period, see Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 183, with
bibliography. Also see relevant comment in Kolonas 1996-1997, 469
and Papazoglou-Manioudaki 1999, 269.

¢ Moschos 2007, 13, 16-17, Kolonas 2008c, 3 and Rizio 2011, 4.

7 Another two tholos tombs reported from the region of Chalandritsa,
are not known with certainty, therefore not included in this overview.
See Moschos 2007, 32, Moschos 2012, 304, Aktypi (forthcoming 1).
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Fig. 4b. Mycenaean
Achaea. Index of sites
(after Moschos 2007).

CHAPTER 1. MYCENAEAN PERIOD IN ACHAEA

1. Ortos 27. Kallithea: 53. Charavgi 79. Agios Vlasios
Rabadania or Spentzes
2. Drepanon 28. Kallithea: 54, Platanovrysi 80. Vartholomio
Laganidia
3. Platani 29. Ano Kallithea: 55. Kamini 81. Kastria
Kivouri or Skamnia
4, Voudeni 30: Ovria 56. Chalandritsa: Agios | 82. Leontio:
Vasileios Vragianika
5. Bortzi 31. Agios Panteleimon | 57. Chalandritsa: 83. Leontio: Agios
Troumbes Toannis
6. Agia Kyriaki 32. Melissia-Drestena 58. Chalandritsa: 84. Leontio: Koutreika
Agrapidies
7. Ano Sychaina: 33. Monodendri 59. Chalandritsa: 85. Leontio: Agios
Asprochoma Stavros Konstantinos
8. Patra: Germanou str. | 34, Tsoukaleika 60. Chalandritsa: Agios | 86. Rakita

Antonios

9. Patra: Smyrnis 35. Agiovlasitika 61. Mirali: Pori 87. Kamares: Xeriko

&Laskareos str.

10. Samakia 36. Niphoreika 62. Katarraktis: 88. Kamares:
Drakotrypa Paliomylos

11. Gerokomeio 37. Alissos 63. Katarraktis: Agios 89. Arravonitsa
Athanasios

12. Pagona 38. Kamenitsa 64. Katarraktis: Agios | 90. Mageiras
Georgios

13. Patras Castle 39. Pournari 65. Pyrgaki 91. Aigio

14, Clauss 40. Rachi 66. Rodia 92. Kouloura

15. Petroto: Mygdalia 41, Dymaean Wall 67. Bouga — Karela 93. Trapeza

16. Petroto: Goupata 42, Gerbesi 68. Pharai 94. Achladia: Achouria

17. Petroto: Skondreika | 43. Lappa 69. Starochorion 95. Nikoleika

18. Krini: Meligrou 44, Kangadi 70. Starochorion: 96. Nikoleika: Agios
Xirokampos Georgios

19. Krini: Drimaleika 45, Sotiroula 71. Vasiliko 97. Keryneia

20. Krini: Zoitada 46. Spaliareika 72. Skouras 98. Mamousia

Lousikon

21. Krini: Agios 47. Kalamaki or 73. Drosia 99. Derveni

Konstantinos (site A) Elaiochori

22, Krini: Agios 48. Mitopoli: Profitis 74. Kalavryta Castle 100. Akrata

Konstantinos (site B) Elias

23. Thea: Roditsa 49. Mitopoli: Agia 75. Vrysari 101. Aigeira

Varvara

24, Thea: Agios 50. Portes- 76. Kertezi

Nikolaos Kephalovryson

25. Thea: Kastro 51. Ano Soudeneika 77. Manesi: Vromoneri

26. Pavlokastro 52. Flokas 78: Mikros Pontias

account of Mycenaean Achaea is accomplished by
dividing sites, according to their geographical position,
into three areas (eastern, mountainous and western
Achaea) and three chronological phases (prepalatial,
palatial and postpalatial). A brief classification of the
sites on the basis of the aforementioned criteria aims at
a concise presentation of the archaeological framework
encompassing the Mycenaean cemetery of Clauss,
which constitutes the topic of this book.?

® Inrecent years many studies have been published on the Mycenaean
topography of Achaea, see Kolonas 1996-1997, Mountjoy 1999, 399-402
(in conjunction with the Mycenaean pottery of the region), Kolonas
2000, Moschos 2007, Giannopoulos 2008, 23-94 (with full bibliographic
documentation for all excavations), Aktypi 2011 (in conjunction with
the study of inland and sea routes of communication), Rizio 2011
(especially for the Mycenaean settlements with full bibliography)
and Moschos 2012. For this reason we have chosen to present, in this
context, a brief panorama of the sites dating to this period, instead of

1. Eastern Achaea

The easternmost Mycenaean site of Achaea is
Derveni (fig. 4, no. 99), where Verdelis excavated
two chamber tombs containing an unusual number
of pits. The pottery from these tombs dates to the LH
IIB-C periods and the cemetery they belonged to was
possibly associated with the adjacent settlement of
Aigeira.’ Built on the hill of Palaiokastron, next to the
theatre of the similarly named ancient city, the small
settlement of Aigeira (fig. 4, no. 101) was inhabited

an extensive catalogue, focusing mainly on the region surrounding
the Clauss cemetery and its neighbouring sites, and assessing the
character of Mycenaean Achaea at the end of the chapter.

° As argued by Papadopoulos (Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 37). Also see
Kolonas 1996-1997, 488, Mountjoy 1999, 399, Moschos 2007, 44,
Giannopoulos 2008, 93-94, with bibliography.
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from the early to the end of the middle LH IIIC period,
in two successive architectural phases, and has been
identified by many scholars as Aigeira-Hyperesia, listed
in the Tliad’s Catalogue of Ships (Nnwv KatdAoyog) as
part of Agamemnon’s territory.”® A few kilometres to
the west, lies the coastal hill of Akrata (fig. 4, no. 100),
at the foot of which traces of a possible Mycenaean
cemetery were located.” In the periphery of the city of
Aigion various sites have been uncovered. On the slopes
of the Trapeza hill (site Chatzi, fig. 4, no. 93), where
the ancient city of Rypai, mentioned by Pausanias,'? is
placed, Nerantzoulis and Papatheodorou located and
investigated a number of chamber tombs.”* The finds
from this site have unfortunately been mixed up, in
the Museum of Aigion, with those from the chamber
tombs of Achladia (site Achouria, fig. 4, no. 94), lying
south of the city and excavated by the same curator
of Antiquities in the 1930s. The cemetery of Achladia,
reported to have been plundered in 1854, might
have belonged to a settlement situated, according to
Papadopoulos, at Achouria.* However, the cemetery of
Trapeza is once more excavated since 2012 by Borgna
and Vordos, providing rich evidence and new light."®

The most important cemetery of the region lies at
Nikoleika (fig. 4, no. 95), where 14 chamber tombs
and a cist grave came to light, containing a rich pottery
assemblage dating from LH II to the end of the LH IIIC
period. Most of the tombs had been plundered in the
past. From the tombs excavated so far many minor-
art objects and bronze weapons have been recovered,
including a Naue II sword, unique for the region of
Aigialeia, which had belonged to one of the warriors of
postpalatial Achaea. The settlement connected with
the cemetery is situated, on the evidence of surface
finds, at the top of the adjacent hill of Agios Georgios
(fig. 4, no. 96)."° Settlement and cemetery have been
identified by Petropoulos with Mycenaean Helike,
listed in the Catalogue of Ships (Nnwv KatdAoyog) of
the Tliad."” A few kilometres further to the south, in the

1o Jliad B 573. For Mycenaean Aigeira, see Papadopoulos 1978-1979,
37, Kolonas 1996-1997, 487-488, Mountjoy 1999, 399, Moschos 2007,
44, Giannopoulos 2008, 93-94, Rizio 2011, 32, 34-38, with bibliography.
For a detailed discussion of the finds from Aigeira kept in the Berlin
Museum, see Kontorli-Papadopoulou 2003. For the stratigraphic
correlations of the pottery from Aigeira, see Deger-Jalkotzy 2003.

1 papadopoulos 1978-1979, 36-37, Kolonas 1996-1997, 487, Moschos
2007, 44, with bibliography.

2 Pausanias Achaea (Axaixd) 23.4. At the top of the Trapeza hill a Doric
peripteral temple was recently excavated, dating from the last decades
of the 6th century BC and decorated with pediment sculptures, see
Vordos 1999-2001 and Vordos 2001.

13 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 35, Kolonas 1996-1997, 487, Mountjoy
1999, 400 (site of Chatzi), Moschos 2007, 42, Giannopoulos 2008, 74-75.
14 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 35-36, Kolonas 1996-1997, 487, Mountjoy
1999, 400, Moschos 2007, 42, Giannopoulos 2008, 74-75. Moreover,
Kyparissis mentioned traces of ‘recent illegal excavations’, see
Kyparissis 1939, 103-104.

15 Borgna and Vordos 2016, Licciardello 2017.

16 Petropoulos 2006, 37-44, Petropoulos 2007a, Moschos 2007, 42,
Giannopoulos 2008, 81-83.

7 Jliad B 575. For the site of Helike, also see Papadopoulos 1978-1979,
36.

foothills of Mt Panachaikon, lies the site of Mamousia
(fig. 4, no. 98), next to the village of Derveni, where,
as Papadopoulos informs us, Kyparissis speculated
that a Mycenaean cemetery existed, although he never
excavated it."® Be that as it may, two stirrup jars kept in
the storerooms of the National Archaeological Museum
bear the indication ‘Derveni, probably from Kyparissis’
excavations’, evidently deriving from this site.* On the
other side of the Kerynitis river, lies Keryneia (fig. 4,
no. 97), cited as the place of provenance of a double
axe, its occurrence potentially indicating yet another
Mycenaean site in the region.?® On the eastern outskirts
of Aigion, at Kamares, close to the bank of Erineos, a
few chamber tombs were investigated by Nerantzoulis.
Other similar tombs were located at the top of the
Xerikon hill (fig. 4, no. 87) and one in the area of
Palaiomylos (fig. 4, no. 88).”' A few kilometres further
south, at the site of Arravonitsa (fig. 4, no. 89), at
least three disturbed MH tumuli were recovered, while
the same site is referred to as the place of provenance
of certain LH IIIC vases found in the storerooms of
the Aigion Museum.”? At nearby Mageiras (site of
Paliometochon, fig. 4, no. 90) Mastrokostas mentions
the occurrence of a chamber tomb from which come
two straight-sided alabastra of the LH I11A period.”

The most important site of Mycenaean Aigialeia is
certainly the settlement and cemeteries of Aigion
(fig. 4, no. 91). The modern city expands over ancient
Aigion, which is included in the Catalogue of Ships
(Nnwv KatdAoyog) as part of Agamemnon’s territory.
The city preserves traces of continuous habitation from
the Neolithic era onwards. Remains of the EH, MH and
LH I-LH IIIC periods have been unearthed in the course
of numerous but scattered rescue excavations in plots
of the centre and across the north-east district of the

18 More precisely, Kyparissis mentioned the excavation of the ‘small
town of Keryneia (Mamousa) ... which had primarily been the shelter
of Mycenaean refugees’ (Kyparissis 1939, 104). Also see Papadopoulos
1978-1979, 36, Kolonas 1996-1997, 497, Moschos 2007, 44.

 The identification of Derveni as the locality mentioned in the text,
as opposed to the similarly named place on the Achaea/Corinthia
boundaries, is based on the fact that in the latter case the cemetery
was investigated in 1956 by Verdelis, and till then was not known,
at least to Kyparissis. Stirrup jars under cat. nos 17972 and 17973
of the National Archaeological Museum, decorated in the Argive
and Achaean Dense Style respectively, with indicated derivation
from ‘tombs of Derveni, probably from Kyparissis’ excavations’,
have been stored in their current place on 28/1/1976. It is unknown
whether these vases come from excavation or the handing over of
antiquities, since they have not been listed anywhere in the Museum
Book of Entries. GauR studied recently the vases at the National
Archaeological Museum and is about to shed new light on their
provenance and role. See GauR (forthcoming).

% Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 36, Kolonas 1996-1997, 487, Moschos
2007, 44.

2t papadopoulos 1978-1979, 34, Kolonas 1996-1997, 485-486, Moschos
2007, 38-40, Giannopoulos 2008, 74.

%2 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 34, Kolonas 1996-1997, 486, Moschos
2007, 40.

» Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 34 and fig. 138a, g, Kolonas 1996-1997,
486, Moschos 2007, 40, Giannopoulos 2008, 74.

2 Jliad B 574.



city® The megaroid building on 8 Polychroniadou
street dates to the LH II period, while from the upper
archaeological layers of the plot on 29 Eisodion street
a rich ceramic assemblage came to light dated to the
LH 111A2/B periods, the last phase of the LH IIIB and,
in particular, the beginning of the LH IIIC period,
according to the excavator, Papazoglou-Manioudaki. A
handful of sherds, in fact, are attributed to the advanced
LH ITIC.% At the west entrance of the city, in the area of
Hypsila Alonia or Gymnasion, Yalouris, Mastrokostas
and Papadopoulos investigated 31 chamber tombs,
many of which had been plundered, and collected
abundant finds dating from the LH IIB to the LH III
early periods.?” At the site of Kallithea, west of the city,
a large Mycenaean cemetery was located, which was
plundered and archaeologically never explored. The
areas of Kouloura (fig. 4, no. 92) or Vovodes, south of
the city, are considered as possible places of provenance
of a stirrup jar, potentially revealing the existence of a
Mycenaean tomb at either of these sites.”

2. Central mountainous and semi-mountainous Achaea

Dispersed across the plateaus of Mt Chelmos,
Erymanthos and Panachaikon, at the heart of Achaea,
many sites of the Mycenaean era have been located
along major routes: they lie close to fertile meadows,
large pasturelands and abundant water resources.?

The most remote cluster of mountainous Mycenaean
sites lies on the north slope of Mt Erymanthos, in the
region of Kalavryta. Moreover, on the west slope of the
medieval Castle of Kalavryta (fig. 4, no. 74), prehistoric
pottery was found by Mastrokostas.”® Nevertheless, the
most important Mycenaean site of the region is Vrysari
(fig. 4, no. 75). There, on the hill of Agia Paraskevi,
32 chamber tombs were located and investigated by
Kyparissis, Gialouris and Petropoulos, spanning a long
period from LH IIB to the onset of the Early Iron Age. A
short distance away, at the site of Prinakia, Kyparissis
found traces of other chamber tombs.** A few kilometres
to the west, in the area of Mikros Pontias (fig. 4, no.
78), at the site of Lompokas, Kyparissis excavated three
chamber tombs, one of which contained finds of the late
LH IIIC period.*? Further south and higher up the slopes

% Kolonas 1996-1997, 486-487, Papazoglou-Manioudaki 1998,
Mountjoy 1999, 399-400, Moschos 2007, 40-42, Giannopoulos 2008, 80-
81, Rizio 2011, 31, 39-41, with bibliography.

% Papazoglou-Manioudaki 1998, 85-91.

77 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 34-35, Kolonas 1996-1997, 486, Mountjoy
1999, 400, Moschos 2007, 42, Giannopoulos 2008, 75-80.

% Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 35, Kolonas 1996-1997, 487, Moschos
2007, 42, Giannopoulos 2008, 76, with bibliography.

2 Aktypi 2011, 13-16.

% Moschos 2007, 36.

3t Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 33, Kolonas 1996-1997, 485, Mountjoy
1999, 401-402, Papazoglou-Manioudaki 1999, Moschos 2007, 36,
Giannopoulos 2008, 68-71, with bibliography.

32 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 32, Kolonas 1996-1997, 484, Mountjoy
1999, 401 (erroneously citing that there were investigated 34 tombs
instead of three), Moschos 2007, 36-38, Giannopoulos 2008, 68.
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of Mt Erymanthos lies the village of Agios Vlasios (fig.
4, no. 79), whence Kyparissis reports the presence of
Mycenaean sherds indicative of a settlement, as well as
that of Manesi. At the site of Vromoneri (fig. 4, no.
77), a little outside Manesi, the same archaeologist
unearthed certain chamber tombs with pottery of
the middle and late LH IIIC periods. Furthermore,
Papadopoulos mentions that in the village itself were
also excavated two or three similar tombs.>* At an even
higher elevation, in the region of the Vouraikos river
headwaters, extends the area of Kertezi (fig. 4, no. 76),
where in 1969 a chamber tomb was located by chance.
From this derives a stirrup jar of the LH IIIC period.**

The two most distant sites are situated on the southeast
slopes of Mt Chelmos. The former is the Cave of
Limnes, lying at a distance of c. 2 km north of the
Kastria village (fig. 4, no. 81), at an elevation of 800
m. From the first of its three compartments have been
recovered finds indicating a continuous use of the cave
from the Early Neolithic period to the end of the Bronze
Age, as well as in historic times.* Having excavated a
number of female burials dated to the MH III-LH I
period, Sampson formulated the theory that this cave
had probably been a place of confinement and burial
for victims of mental diseases or other neurological
seizures, a practice that generated the popular belief
that the daughters of mythical Proitos were buried in
it.* The latter site is located in the area of Palaiopyrgos
of the Tourlada village, where a ‘fortress installation’,
namely a residential complex recalling the layout of a
fortress, has been identified along major mountainous
tracks leading from Achaea to Korinthia and Arcadia.””

The most important and dense concentration of
semi-mountainous sites in Achaea is situated on the
southeast slope of Mt Panachaikon, from Leontion and
Katarraktis to Chalandritsa and Platanovrysi.*® Certain
among these sites have the highest elevation in Achaea,
clustered around the modern village of Leontion, on the
south slope of the mountain. There have been located
three cemeteries of chamber tombs. A few tombs
were uncovered and investigated by Kyparissis at the
sites of Vragianika (fig. 4, no. 82) and Agios Ioannis
(fig. 4, no. 83), yielding pottery and small finds dated
to the LH IIIC and LH IIIA1-C periods, respectively.
The same archaeologist also located certain damaged
tombs with no finds in the region of Koutreika (fig. 4,
no. 84). Finally, at the top of the neighbouring hill of

* Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 32, Kolonas 1996-1997, 485, Mountjoy
1999, 401, Moschos 2007, 36 (for Manesi-Vromoneri), 38 (for Agios
Vlasios), Giannopoulos 2008, 71, with bibliography.

 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 33, Kolonas 1996-1997, 485, Moschos
2007, 36, Giannopoulos 2008, 72, with bibliography.

% Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 32-33, Sampson 1997, 321-328, Moschos
2007, 38, Giannopoulos 2008, 72-73, with bibliography.

% Sampson 1997, 339-340.

%7 Alexopoulou 2012, 316.

% For a detailed panorama of the ancient sites from this region see
Aktypi 2017, 1-8.
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Agios Konstantinos (fig. 4, no. 85), Kyparissis found
the traces of a Mycenaean settlement, to which these
tombs might have belonged.*® A few kilometres to the
east, in the pit deposit of the temple of Artemis Aontia,
at the site of Achnari, in the region of Rakita (fig. 4,
no. 86), Petropoulos collected a Mycenaean seal, an
artefact that is regarded as a votive-heirloom.” In the
area of Drakotrypa of Katarraktis (fig. 4, no. 62),
Zapheiropoulos excavated a sector of a Mycenaean
settlement founded in the MH period and reinhabited
for the entire LH IIIC period, as indicated by the intact
ceramic vases, tools and other finds that came to
light." At this settlement was also found a child grave.”
At the neighbouring site of Agios Athanasios (fig. 4,
no. 63), east of Rodia village, another settlement was
investigatedbythe same Ephorof Antiquities, preserving
a megaroid edifice. In that building, constructed in
the MH period and still in use in the LH, another child
grave of the LH IIIB period was uncovered, among other
finds.” Traces of probable Mycenaean habitation exist
at Agios Georgios (fig. 4, no. 64).* Outside the village
of Rodia (fig. 4, no. 66), Zapheiropoulos excavated
two already plundered tholos tombs (A and B), while a
short distance away from the latter he located a hoard
that contained several bronze and one silver vases,
the well-known dagger with inlaid dolphins, as well
as bronze weapons and tools, dated to the LH IIB-IIIA1
periods.® Close by the same tomb, in 2003, a cluster of
graves was excavated, including five built cist-graves
and one elliptical pit grave lined with built walls.*
The Mycenaean cemetery of Rodia was recently re-
examined and its forthcoming results will be more than
welcome.” Finally, at the site of Bouga-Karela (fig. 4,
no. 67), Kyparissis and Yalouris excavated a part of a
cemetery of chamber tombs, while the latter unearthed
the remains of a Mycenaean settlement on an adjacent
hill.*

» For all these sites around Leontion, see Papadopoulos 1978-1979,
31-32, Kolonas 1996-1997, 484, Mountjoy 1999, 401, Moschos 2007, 38,
Giannopoulos 2008, 67, 131-133, with bibliography.

0 Kolonas 1996-1997, 484, Moschos 2007, 38. For the temple of
Artemis at Rakita, see Petropoulos 2001 and Petropoulos 2006, 31-37.
1 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 30, Kolonas 1996-1997, 483, Mountjoy
1999, 401 (dating the decorated vases from the site to the LH III B),
Moschos 2007, 34 (assigning the earlier habitation of the site to the
LH 1), Giannopoulos 2008, 47-48, Rizio 2011, 50-51, with bibliography.
The settlement must have had a significant LH I phase, as commented
in Papazoglou-Manioudaki and Paschalidis (forthcoming 1)

2 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 30.

# Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 30-31, Kolonas 1996-1997, 483, Mountjoy
1999, 401, Moschos 2007, 34, Giannopoulos 2008, 46-47, Rizio 2011, 49-
50, with bibliography.

# Papadopoulos 1996-1997, 31, Kolonas 1996-1997, 484, Moschos
2007, 34.

s Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 30-31, Kolonas 1996-1997, 483, Mountjoy
1999, 401 (mentioning that the decorated vases from one of the tombs
date to the LH III Al period), Moschos 2007, 34, Giannopoulos 2008,
41-46, Kolonas 2008c, 14-17, with bibliography. These tombs are
known in archaeological literature as ‘the tholoi of Pharai’.

4 Kolonas 2008c, 17.

7 Aktypi and Gazis (forthcoming).

8 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 31, Kolonas 1996-1997, 483-484, Moschos
2007, 34, Giannopoulos 2008, 42, with bibliography.

On the west slope of Mt Panachaikon, a few kilometres
away from Katarraktis, lies the site of Pori, near Mirali
(fig. 4, no. 61), where Kyparissis mentions the existence
of chamber tombs.” On the hill of Stavros (fig. 4, no.
59), above the modern village of Chalandritsa, was
located and excavated by Mennega and Kolonas one of
the most important Mycenaean settlements of Achaea.
The houses, arranged in six concentric rings defined by
corresponding streets, surround the south-west slope
of the hill, at the top of which an important building
must once have existed. Underneath the floor of certain
houses were found child burials, while among the
material evidence stands out the strong indication of
local bronze-casting activity*® and the possible debitage
produced during the manufacture of stone seals from
black steatite. The settlement dates to the LH IIIB-C
periods.*! Three kilometres northwest of the settlement,
at Agios Vasileios (fig. 4, no. 56), was located and
excavated by Kyparissis, Stavropoulou-Gatsi and
Petropoulos a large cemetery numbering a total of about
45 chamber tombs, their finds dating from the LH 11B/
IIIA1 to the Sub-Mycenaean periods.”? The cemetery has
been recently studied in detail by Aktypi,”* who identified
episodes of Geometric re-use at some tombs.”* At the
neighbouring site of Troubes (fig. 4, no. 57) built tombs
of the Geometric period were unearthed, erroneously
referred to as ‘tholos tombs’,” while at the steep slope of
Mt Korakofolia (Mertika) Moschos mentions two tholos
tombs, partly destroyed.”® At Agrapidies (fig. 4, no. 58)
a tumulus was excavated containing cist-graves, dated to
the transition from the MH III to the LH I period.”” The
last semi-mountainous sites before descending down to
the wide plain of Pharai are Platanovrysi (fig. 4, no. 54),
where Kyparissis located a few already plundered tombs
and collected four ‘common’ Mycenaean vases, and the
nearby Kamini (fig. 4, no. 55), where yet another LH
cemetery was found by Mastrokostas.

3. Western Achaea

Across the western coastal plain of Achaea is
concentrated about 60% of the total Mycenaean sites in

¥ Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 29, Kolonas 1996-1997, 477, Moschos
2007, 34, Giannopoulos 2008, 40, with bibliography.

% Soura 2017.

51 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 29 (for introductory note about the site),
Kolonas 1985, Kolonas 1996-1997, 482, Kolonas and Gazis 2006,
Moschos 2007, 32-34, Giannopoulos 2008, 40-41, Kolonas 2008c, 7-13,
Rizio 2011, 44-48, with bibliography. Furthermore, Rizio mentions
that, according to Dr L. Kolonas, the acropolis of the Mycenaean
settlement of Chalandritsa is situated a little further to the north, at
the site of Malivarno (Rizio 2011, 47). See also Aktypi 2017, 11.

52 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 29, Kolonas 1996-1997, 477, Mountjoy
1999, 401, Moschos 2007, 32, Giannopoulos 2008, 39-40, Kolonas 2008c,
13, with bibliography.

3 Aktypi 2017.

>t Aktypi 2014a, Aktypi 2014b, Aktypi (forthcoming 1), Aktypi
(forthcoming 2).

%5 Aktypi 2014b, 154 and Aktypi 2017, 277 and n. 621.

% Moschos 2007, 32, Moschos 2012, 304, Aktypi (forthcoming 1).

57 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 29, Kolonas 1996-1997, 477, Moschos
2007, 32, Giannopoulos 2008, 40, with bibliography.

%8 Aktypi (forthcoming 1).



the territory. The two largest clusters lie in the area of
Patras: to the south of the city, in the west foothills of
Mt Panachaikon, with quite a number scattered in the
large plain of Pharai and around Mt Skollis, within the
south region of the prefecture.

The northernmost areas of Mycenaean interest are
situated on the promontory of Drepanon (fig. 4, no. 2,
site of Akarnes), from which have been reported sherds
of the early Mycenaean years, and on the flat top of the
Ortos hill (fig. 4, no. 1), near the University Hospital of
Rion, where surface pottery and architectural remains
suggest the existence of an important Mycenaean
installation at a particularly strategic location. An
extensive cemetery of chamber tombs was also recently
located at the nearby site of Platani (fig. 4, no. 3).%
Advancing towards Patras, at the hill of Asprochoma,
near the village of Ano Sychaina (fig. 4, no. 7),
seven chamber tombs were located and excavated by
Kyparissis. Yalouris excavated two more tombs east of
the village, the finds from which date from the LH IIIA
to the LH IIIC periods, while Papadopoulos estimated
that the local settlement must have been situated on
the hill of Tsouga, in the vicinity of Asprochoma.®
However, the investigated Mycenaean settlement
closest to Patras is that of Agia Kyriaki (fig. 4, no. 6),
near the mouth of Sychainiotikos (Meilichos) river,
which, on the evidence of small-scale and dispersed
excavations, was an extensive installation - probably
used for safe anchorage. Founded in the MH period, it
was inhabited right through until the Sub-Mycenaean.
Excavation data indicate that at the end of the palatial
times (transition from the LH IIIB to IIIC periods)
there took place an overwhelming destruction, but,
thereafter, the settlement was re-built and flourished
during the entire length of the postpalatial period.*

At a very short distance from the aforementioned sites
and just seven kilometres north-east of Patras lies one
of the most important sites of Achaea. This is the large
cemetery of Voudeni (fig. 4, no. 4), spreading across
the west slope of the hill of Amygdalia. Among the 78
investigated chamber tombs, there are some, including
the ‘ruler’s’ tomb 4 and tomb 75, of monumental
dimensions, the biggest ones known from Achaea. From
this cemetery were recovered important and valuable
minor-art objects dating to the prepalatial and palatial
period (sealstones, jewellery), the largest assemblage
of ceramic vases of any prehistoric site in Achaea, a
larnax, unique for the north-west Peloponnese, shaped
like a bathtub, bronze objects imported from the
Italian peninsula, four swords of Naue II type, which

% For all these sites, see Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 28, Kolonas 1996-
1997, 475-476, 478, Moschos 2007, 18, Giannopoulos 2008, 66, Rizio
2011, 20, with bibliography.

% Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 26-27, Kolonas 1996-1997, 478, Mountjoy
1999, 400, Moschos 2007, 20, Giannopoulos 2008, 64, with bibliography.
' Moschos 2007, 20, Moschos 2009a, 347, 352, Aktypi 2011, 6-7 and
Rizio 2011, 20-22, with bibliography.
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are characteristic of warriors’ tombs in the postpalatial
period, and a single cremation. The use of the cemetery
lasted from the LH IIB to the Sub-Mycenaean periods.*?
Less than one kilometre to the east of the cemetery lies
the hill of Katarrahi or Bortzi (fig. 4, no. 5), at the
top of which Kolonas located and investigated part of
a Mycenaean settlement preserving remains of houses,
a gravel road as well as a fortification wall along the
east easily accessible hillslope. This installation was
founded at the end of the MH period and inhabited up
until the late Roman times.® Although no particularly
important finds come from the site, Moschos, judging
from the finds of the neighbouring cemetery, views it ‘as
a probable location for the seat of palatial authority’.**

The northernmost Mycenaean site of Patras is situated
in the area of the ancient citadel and medieval Castle of
the city (fig. 4, no. 13), which occupies part of the Aroe
hill. From the Roman Odeion (Odeum), outside the
Castle, was recovered a large stirrup jar (FS 164)% of the
kind that is often found in the storerooms of palaces or
big architectural complexes.®® A little further south of
the Castle and near the Odeion, in plots on Germanou
Street (fig. 4, no. 8), were located and excavated by
Papazoglou-Manioudaki three chamber tombs, in use
from the LH IIIA2 to the LH IIIC periods. Among the
finds are included certain stirrup jars, which reached
this area in the palatial period from the Argolid and
Mycenaean Kydonia (Chania, Crete).” The cemetery
of Germanou street is associated by the majority of
scholars with a very important settlement the location
of which must have been at the top of the Castle
citadel.®® Finally, a short distance away, in a plot at the
junction of Smyrnis and Laskareos streets (fig. 4, no.
9), cist graves came to light, dated to the transition
from the MH III to the LH I period.*

On the south slope of the Aroe hill, in the region
of Pagona (fig. 4, no. 12), a sector, dispersed over
various plots, of an extensive settlement was located
and excavated by Stavropoulou-Gatsi: it appears to
have been founded in the EH period, but flourished

¢ Kolonas 1996-1997, 478-479, Kolonas 1998, Mountjoy 1999, 400,
Moschos 2007, 18-20, Kolonas 2008a, 11-31, Giannopoulos 2008, 64-66,
Kolonas 2012, with bibliography.

% Kolonas 1996-1997, 479, Moschos 2007, 20, Giannopoulos 2008, 66,
Kolonas 2008a, 9-11, Rizio 2011, 16-19, Kolonas 2012, 350, with
bibliography.

¢ Moschos 2012, 304.

¢ Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 28 and fig. 113 h, Kolonas 1996-1997, 479,
Mountjoy 1999, 400, Moschos 2007, 22, Giannopoulos 2008, 60, Rizio
2011, 14, with bibliography.

% See relevant discussion in Chapter 5: Stirrup jars of the middle LH
1IIC period or phase 3 (FS 164, 174, 175).

7 Papazoglou-Manioudaki 1993, Kolonas 1996-1997, 479, Mountjoy
1999, 400, Moschos 2007, 20, Giannopoulos 2008, 60-61, with
bibliography.

% For the matter of occurrence of a Mycenaean installation at the
Castle of Patras and the difficulty of its location, see Papadopoulos
1978-1979, 28, Rizakis and Petropoulos 2005, 6, Petropoulos 2012, 340,
Gadolou and Paschalidis (forthcoming).

% Moschos 2007, 20, Moschos 2012, 303.
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in the MH and Mycenaean periods (LH IIB-LH IIIB).”
The Mycenaean settlement of Pagona comprises two
architectural phases”™ and a destruction by fire, which,
according to Moschos, occurred at the transition from
LH IIIB to LH IIIC early. Thereupon, the settlement was
rebuilt.”? Yet another extensive Mycenaean cemetery
had been located, in the pre-World War 1I times, in the
adjacent neighbourhoods of Aroe and Samakia (fig. 4,
no. 10), and an isolated tomb was investigated in 1965
at the site of Vakros, in the Gerokomeion region (fig.
4, no. 11), with finds dating to the LH I1IB and early LH
IIC periods.” The aforementioned tombs have been
associated in the bibliography with the settlement of
Pagona.”™

4. The region of Clauss and neighbouring sites

The largest concentration of Mycenaean sites in
Achaea lies in the south environs of Patras, stretching
from the wine estate of Achaea Clauss to Pavlokastro.
The cemetery of Clauss (fig. 4, no. 14), which is
the topic of this book, is situated at the edge of the
mavrodaphni -a local cultivar - vineyard of the
similarly named wine factory, at the foot of the
verdant Koukouras hill (figs 5, 6). The site was located
and excavated by Kyparissis in the years 1936-1938
and by Papadopoulos from 1988 to 1992. In the first
period about 12 chamber tombs were researched and
in the second one another 15 chambers, which had
been in use from LH I11A1 to the final phase of the LH
IIIC period. A rich assemblage of finds was recovered
from the tombs, consisting of various minor-art
objects, a stone pyxis of the prepalatial period (unique
for Achaea), decorated with carved in relief argonauts,
two warriors’ tombs furnished with swords of Naue II
type, about one hundred bronze finds, including
artefacts imported from Italy, many hundreds of
ceramic vases, primary and secondary inhumations,
and one cremation.”” Papadopoulos suggested that
the settlement going with the Clauss cemetery must
have been situated underneath the premises of
the modern wine factory, but there has never been
found any evidence corroborating this hypothesis.”
On the contrary, at the top of the neighbouring hill
of Mygdalia Petrotou (fig. 4, no. 15, fig. 7), about

7 Kolonas 1996-1997, 480, Moschos 2007, 20-22, Giannopoulos 2008,
61-63, Rizio 2011, 15, 16 fig. 6, 52-54, with bibliography.

71 Rizio 2011, 53.

2 Moschos 2009a, 347.

73 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 26, 28, Kolonas 1996-1997, 476, 479-480,
Mountjoy 1999, 400-401, Moschos 2007, Giannopoulos 2008, 63-64,
Rizio 2011, 16, with bibliography.

7 Kolonas 1996-1997, 480, Rizakis and Petropoulos 2005, 6.

75 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 27, Mountjoy 1999, 401, Kolonas 1996-
1997, 476, Papadopoulos and Kontorli-Papadopoulou 2006, 23-
24, Moschos 2007, 22, Giannopoulos 2008, 55-56, Paschalidis and
McGeorge 2009, Paschalidis 2016, Paschalidis (forthcoming).

76 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 27. As ascertained through our repeated
surveys of the site, the hill of the wine factory and especially the
adjacent vineyard preserve surface archaeological evidence of sherds
and tiles of the Hellenistic period.

Fig. 5. The vineyard of Achaia Clauss wine factory as
it looks from the cemetery site (from southeast).
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Fig. 6. The vineyard of Achaia Clauss and the Koukouras hill
seen from the wine factory (from northwest).

one kilometre away, on the opposite bank of the
Filiouras (or Fileris) torrent, Papazoglou-Manioudaki
located an extensive settlement.” The site has been
the subject of systematic excavations since 2008 by
Papazoglou-Manioudaki and the author of this book:
it appears to have been founded in the transitional
phase from the MH III to the LH I period and was
consistently inhabited up to the end of LH IIIC.®
The hilltop, offering a panoramic view of the Ionian
Sea and the Gulf of Patras, is a naturally fortified
locality, reinforced by a strong enclosure wall along
its accessible south side. Situated on a flat area of the
hilltop, an LH I1IC building of the ‘corridor house’ type
megaron was uncovered, characterised by a succession
of rooms with roofs supported by timber posts (fig.
8). On a hill terrace a little lower, remains of houses

77 Papazoglou-Manioudaki 2003, 433.

% For the excavation at Mygdalia Petrotou, see Morgan 2010,
Papazoglou-Manioudaki 2011, 502-504, Pitt 2012, Papazoglou-
Manioudaki and Paschalidis 2017, Papazoglou-Manioudaki and
Paschalidis (forthcoming 1), Papazoglou-Manioudaki and Paschalidis
(forthcoming 2).



Fig. 7. The Mycenaean settlement on top of the Mygdalia
hill seen from the southeast, overlooking the Achaia
Clauss cemetery at the foot of the Koukouras hill (right),
the plain and the gulf of Patras.

Fig. 9. The LH ITIIC
storeroom with its
content in situ.

came to light, arranged in successive rows, as well as a
storeroom, 15 m long by 4 m wide, its roof supported
by timber posts and on its floor lying many preserved
in situ ceramic two- and four-handled amphorae,
cooking vessels, a bronze knife and a monochrome
skyphos of the late LH IIIC period (fig. 9). Underneath
the storeroom lay a multi-roomed house of the LH
IIIA1 period, assigned to a preceding architectural
phase, while, in an adjacent building, a destruction
layer of LH I was revealed under the overlying floors of
the LH IIIC period. In 2016, 2017 and 2018, remains of a
vast and strong LH IIB/I11A1 two-storied building were
excavated close to the enclosure wall. The building
preserved an intact context of two dozens of bronze
and some stone tools, together with jewellery made of
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Fig. 8. The LH IIIC ‘corriror house’ type
megaron on the top of the Mygdalia hill,
seen from the northwest.

stone and shell and decorated tableware of the early
LH IlIA2 phase, mysteriously abandoned in situ.”
Evidence for the occurrence of violent destruction
by fire or earthquake was found nowhere in the
Mygdalia settlement stratigraphy, therefore its final
abandonment in the Sub-Mycenaean period occurred
for unknown, perhaps social-based reasons. Moreover,
one built and three simple cist graves were unearthed
under the floors of small outdoor spaces, between the
houses and in once case cut into the floor of a room

7 This is the time when the settlement was either abandoned or in
decline, before its new flourishment in the LH IIIC early period.
For the monumental building by the enclosure wall and its intact
content, see Papazoglou-Manioudaki and Paschalidis (forthcoming
1), Papazoglou-Manioudaki and Paschalidis (forthcoming 2).
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(child grave 4) containing unfurnished child burials,
dated to the LH I times (fig. 10).%°

Outside the settlement, about 60 m to the south of its
enclosure wall, a plundered apsidal and built tomb
of the early Mycenaean times was found, preserving
parts of a circular wall that had retained the earthen
tumulus over it.* Finally, on the south-west slope of the
Mygdalia hill, at the site of Goupata (fig. 4, no. 16) of

% Papazoglou-Manioudaki and Paschalidis 2017, Papazoglou-
Manioudaki and Paschalidis (forthcoming 1), Papazoglou-Manioudaki
and Paschalidis (forthcoming 2).

8 Papazoglou-Manioudaki 2011, 503-504.
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Fig. 10. Aerial photo
of terrace 2, Mygdalia.
Child graves 1-4 under

the floors of outdoor

spaces and of one
room.

the old community of Petroto, a little higher than the
stream of Xeropotamos, Petropoulos excavated a tholos
tomb, which was constructed and used in the LH IIB and
LH IIIA1 periods, while in the following palatial period
it was turned into a place for depositing relocated
inhumations,®

At the top of the abrupt Koukouras hill (site Skondre-
ika, fig. 4, no. 17), above Clauss and opposite Mygdalia,
Petropoulos located the remains of a Mycenaean

82 Papazoglou-Manioudaki 2003, Moschos 2007, 22, Giannopoulos
2008, 57-59, Papazoglou-Manioudaki 2011, 505-517, Papazoglou-
Manioudaki and Paschalidis (forthcoming 2).



settlement with surface sherds of the LH ITTA-C periods
and a cemetery of plundered chamber tombs, at the site
of Marathia.®® Archaeological investigation of these
sites was not allowed by the owners of the land® and,
therefore, it remains unknown whether this secluded
settlement and cemetery were extensive or not and for
how long they were in use. All in all, judging from the
morphology of the landscape and the dating of finds,
it seems probable that the sites of Clauss and Mygdalia
formed part of the same community.* The foundation of
Mygdalia precedes that of Clauss and, in all probability,
the inhabitants had initially used as their burial place
the slope under the south access route to the settlement
where the built apsidal tomb lies. A century later, the
ruling family of the settlement built the tholos tomb
and a little later again the cemetery of Clauss was
founded, meeting the needs of the local population for
burial space for three and a half centuries. Mydgalia and
Clauss were peacefully abandoned in the latest phase
of the LH IIIC or the beginning of the Sub-Mycenaean
period, for reasons unknown.

At the neighbouring site of Krini, around the modern
hamlet that lies in the foothills of Mt Oblos, three
cemeteries of chamber tombs were unearthed,
stretching across smooth slopes.®*® The first extends
over the main part of a small village, on the slope of
Zoitada (fig. 4, no. 20), where 11 tombs have been
revealed. Remains of the second were located in the
northeast foothills of Mt Oblos, in a pine forest, at
two spots at Agios Konstantinos (fig. 4, nos 21, 22),
about 300 m apart from each other, and conventionally
called A and B. At spot A, four chamber tombs were
excavated, one of which contained the oldest known
sword of Naue II type from Achaea. Three more tombs
were found at spot B. On the hill of Drimaleika (fig. 4,
no. 19) another three tombs were excavated and in the
last one Papazoglou-Manioudaki found a warrior burial
dating to the middle LH IIIC period. The deceased had
been buried with his ‘female partner’ (as the excavator
attributed another adult burial connected to the
warrior), and was accompanied by a sword of Naue II
type with its scabbard. The cemeteries of Krini date
from the LH IIB to the late LH IIIC periods, and, as it has
been argued elsewhere, belonged to a trio of dispersed
hamlets;*” or possibly to one large settlement, which,

8 Petropoulos 1994, Kolonas 1996-1997, 481, Touchais 1999, 702,
Moschos 2007, 24, Giannopoulos 2008, 59-60, Rizio 2011, 20.

8 Petropoulos 1994. Land owned by the Skondras family to which the
site owes its name, also mentioned by Kyparissis, see Kyparissis 1936,
97.

% Papazoglou-Manioudaki and Paschalidis 2017. The settlement at
Mygdalia is approximately 1.2 kilometers away and above the
Clauss cemetery, which lies at a much lower level. Such is the case
of Chalandritsa, with its settlement on top of the Stavros hill and its
cemetery one kilometre away and below, in a field, see Aktypi 2017,
11-12.

8 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 27-28, Papazoglou-Manioudaki 1994,
Kolonas 1996-1997, 481-482, Mountjoy 1999, 401, Moschos 2007, 24,
Giannopoulos 2008, 50-52, 125-130, Kaskantiri 2012.

¥ Papazoglou-Manioudaki 1994, 199-200 and Kaskantiri 2012, 2, 12.
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not having at its disposal a single area of adequate
terrain, had to settle for several dispersed spots of
ground suitable for the construction of tombs.®

The next cluster of Mycenaean sites is situated in the
region of Thea (Tsaplaneika), a very small distance
south-west of Krini. At Roditsa in Thea (fig. 4, no.
23) two cist graves were investigated, dating to
the transitional period from MH to LH L. Kyparissis
excavated certain chamber tombs at the top and on the
east slope of the Agios Nikolaos hill (fig. 4, no. 24), with
finds dating from the LH IIIA1 to the LH IIIC periods.
Finally, Papadopoulos argued that the settlement of
the region lies either under the small village of Thea
or at the site of Kastro (fig. 4, no. 25). A few chamber
tombs of the LH IIIA-C periods were also investigated
by Kyparissis at nearby Pavlokastro (fig. 4, no. 26).%
Petropoulos, on the other hand, identified the region of
Thea as Antheia, one of the three cities founded by the
Ionians, which, according to Pausanias’ narration, was
deserted and never again inhabited by the Achaeans of
Patreus.”

To the east of Thea, within a distance of a few kilometres,
the important necropoleis and settlements of Kallithea
are situated. At the site of Rabadania or Spentzes (fig.
4, no. 27), Yalouris excavated two chamber tombs (A
and B), known as warriors’ burials with swords of Naue II
type. In the first tomb along with the sword, spearhead
and other grave goods of the middle LH I1IC period were
also found a pair of bronze greaves and fragments of
an unusual cylindrical helmet. Among the ceramic and
bronze grave offerings of warrior’s tomb B, dated to the
late LH 1IIC period, a boar’s-tusk helmet is included.
The warrior in tomb B, according to the excavator’s
description, had been buried with his female partner.”!
Excavations at the site were continued by Papadopoulos,
who revealed another 24 chamber tombs with rich
finds of the LH IIIA-C periods, including a cremation.”
At the neighbouring site of Laganidia (fig. 4, no. 28),
Papadopoulos located and excavated one tholos tomb
and 23 chambered ones arranged around it. The tholos
tomb must have been constructed in the LH IIA, but
appears to have continued in use right through the

% Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 28 and Kolonas 1996-1997, 482.

% For the sites of Thea and Pavlokastro, see Papadopoulos 1978-1979,
27, Kolonas 1996-1997, 476, Moschos 2007, 24, Giannopoulos 2008, 49-
50, with bibliography.

% Pausanias Achaea (Ayxaixd) 18.2-6. For identification of Thea as
Antheia, see Petropoulos 2007b. Furthermore, Petropoulos argued
that the synoikismos (unification) of Patrai did not take place at the
end of the Mycenaean times or the beginning of the Geometric
period, as it is commonly believed, but at a much later stage, at the
onset of the Classical era, see Rizakis and Petropoulos 2005, 10. For
this issue, see an earlier discussion by the same in Petropoulos 1991,
252-254.

1 Yalouris 1960, 44.

%2 Yalouris 1960, Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 27, Kolonas 1996-1997,
476-477, Mountjoy 1999, 401, Papadopoulos and Kontorli-
Papadopoulou 2006, 21-22, Moschos 2007, 24, Giannopoulos 2008, 52-
55, with bibliography.
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prepalatial period for burials accompanied by animal
offerings (one horse, cattle, sheep and goat and one dog),
while from the LH IIIA2 to the Protogeometric periods
it was turned into a place for depositing relocated
inhumations and a single cremation. The finds from
the chamber tombs date from LH IIB to late LH IIIC. In
tomb VIII, a primary burial came to light accompanied
by a ‘hoard’ of bronze weapons and tools of the LH
IIIA2 period.” On the opposite hill of Pournarakia, to
the north of the cemetery, Papadopoulos located and
excavated scarce remains of a Mycenaean settlement
to which the cemetery might have belonged.” Finally,
Kolonas located at Skamna or Kivouri of Ano Kallithea
(fig. 4, no. 29) a probable residential installation with
surface finds of the MH and LH periods.” As it has been
suggested by the same, this settlement might have been
associated with the two cemeteries of Kallithea.

5. The rest of western Achaea

To the south of Patras stretches a long series of
Mycenaean sites, distributed along the entire length of
the similarly named gulf, at ashort distance from the sea,
across the fertile plain of Pharai.®* The northernmost
site lies in the area of Ovria (fig. 4, no. 30), where a
Mycenaean settlement is probably located.” At Agios
Panteleimon (fig. 4, no. 31), in the area of Vrachneika,
a chamber tomb was excavated containing finds of
the LH 111A2 and early LH IIIC periods, its occurrence
potentially indicating the locality of an as yet unknown
cemetery. Yalouris located, but did not excavate,
another cemetery on the coast of Tsoukaleika (fig.
4, no. 34). As it has been suggested by Papadopoulos,
the settlement of the region could have been situated
at nearby Melissia-Drestena (fig. 4, no. 32).”® At the
neighbouring site of Stenosia Monodendri (fig. 4,
no. 33), Papapostolou excavated two chamber tombs
of another cemetery. Among the finds, which date to
LH IIIA2, there stands out a bronze ring that belongs
to a central-European type of the Tumulus Culture Age
(1600-1300 BC).”

% Kolonas 1996-1997, 477, Papadopoulos and Kontorli-Papadopoulou
2006, 22-23, Moschos 2007, 24, Giannopoulos 2008, 53-54, with
bibliography. For tholos tomb, see Papadopoulos 1987. For burial with
‘hoard’ of bronze objects, referred to by the excavator as a burial
of the warrior-priest, see Papadopoulos 1992b, 58 and pl. 19. This
Mycenaean cemetery has been thoroughly studied by Papadopoulou-
Chrysikopoulou in the recent years and is expected to enrich our
image of the region, once it is published.

% Papadopoulos 2002, 62-63.

% Kolonas 1996-1997, 482, Moschos 2007, 24, Giannopoulos 2008, 54-
55 and Rizio 2011, 20.

% According to Aktypi, these sites could have operated as
intermediate stations along the coastal transportation line of the
Mycenaean period, see Aktypi 2011, 5-6.

97 Moschos 2007, 24.

% Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 26, Kolonas 1996-1997, 475, Mountjoy
1999, 401, Moschos 2007, 24, Giannopoulos 2008, 48-49, with
bibliography. For Tsoukaleika, also see Rizio 2011, 19.

9 For the tombs of Monodendri, see Kolonas 1996-1997, 475, Moschos
2007, 24, Giannopoulos 2008, 134-139 and Giannopoulos 2009, 120-
126, with bibliography. For the imported ring and its context, see
Giannopoulos 2009, 122-126.
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A few kilometres to the south-west, along the gulf
coast, lie the sites of Alissos (Oukri and Agia Papaskevi,
fig. 4, no. 37) and Kamenitsa (Mouria, Agios Georgios,
Koutsouro and Scholi, fig. 4, no. 38) with reported
surface finds of the Mycenaean period.™® Outside
Kato Achaia, near Niphoreika (fig. 4, no. 36), is the
site of Vouchomata, a small hill, where Kyparissis
collected surface sherds of the EH and LH periods.'!
The westernmost sites of the Gulf of Patras are located
near the promontory of Araxos. The acropolis of the
Dymaean Wall (Teichos Dymaion, fig. 4, no. 41) is
situated in this region, on the peak of the southernmost
and lowest of the rocky Mavra mountains, at a locality
that visually controlled the opening of the Gulf of
Patras to the lonian Sea.!® The acropolis was inhabited
from the Late/Final Neolithic to the middle Byzantine
era, but it was in the Mycenaean Age that it flourished
and especially in the LH IIIB period, when a cyclopean
fortification wall was built along its north, east and
south sides. It was completely destroyed by fire in the
transition from the LH IIIB2 to the early LH IIIC period,
but was subsequently rebuilt and remained in use till
its second and final destruction at the beginning of
the Early Iron Age. None of the Mycenaean buildings
excavated by Mastrokostas and Kolonas, within the
fortification wall, exhibited features of a palatial
complex, only houses of the common type have been
recovered. No tomb nor cemetery associated with the
cyclopean acropolis have been traced up to now in
the surrounding area.’®® To the south of the fortified
site, at Gerbesi (fig. 4, no. 42), building remains and
Mycenaean pottery were found, probably belonging to
another settlement of the region.'*

Across the inland part of the fertile Pharai plain,
up to the foothills of Mt Erymanthos, in the south
region of the prefecture, many Mycenaean sites are
dispersed, obviously rural in character. At Lefkos in
Agiovlasitika (fig. 4, no. 35), Papazoglou excavated
a large, partly damaged, chamber tomb, containing
finds of the LH IIIB-C periods, which belonged to a
cemetery of rock-cut tombs.’* From the neighbouring
site of Rachi (fig. 4, no. 40) Mycenaean pottery was

10 Moschos 2007, 26.

11 papadopoulos 1978-1979, 25, Kolonas 1996-1997, 471, Moschos
2007, 26, Giannopoulos 2008, 29, with bibliography.

12 papadopoulos 1978-1979, 24, Kolonas 1996-1997, 470, Mountjoy
1999, 402, Moschos 2007, 26, Giannopoulos 2008, 23-28, Kolonas
2008b, Moschos 2009a, 346-347, Gazis 2010, Rizio 2011, 24-26, 42-43,
with bibliography.

195 Teichos Dymaion is currently studied by Gazis, who has given
precious access to the preliminary results of his on-going study, see
Gazis 2010, Gazis 2017 and Gazis (forthcoming).

104 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 25, Kolonas 1996-1997, 470, Moschos
2007, 26, Giannopoulos 2008, 28-29, with bibliography.

105 Kolonas 1983, Kolonas 1996-1997, 471-472, Moschos 2007, 26,
Giannopoulos 2008, 29-30. As L. Papazoglou-Manioudaki informed me
(pers. comm. in 2010), the reference made in the Archaiologikon Deltion
of 1983 with regard to a bronze dagger from this tomb is erroneous. In
fact, there were found a bronze knife, some ceramic vases and a bird-
like askos, which had been placed on the slabs covering a child burial,
also see Papazoglou-Manioudaki 2014.



collected.’® Two important Mycenaean cemeteries
are situated a few kilometres to the south-east of
Rachi. The former, at Spaliareika Lousikon (fig. 4,
no. 46), comprised nine chamber tombs with a rich
array of finds, some imported from Syro-Palestine.
In tomb 2, along with other material, two cremations
were unearthed, as well as the weapons and armour
of two warriors, dating to the beginning of the late
LH IIIC period. Among the disturbed skeletal material
of the tomb were identified the remains of an adult
female. The cemetery of Spaliareika was used from
the LH I11A1 to the end of the LH IIIC periods.'” In
the second cemetery, at Kalamaki of Elaiochori (fig.
4, no. 47), 32 chamber tombs were investigated and
many more, plundered once located. The cemetery
had been situated over preceding rock-cut tombs
of the EH I period, a few of which were reused as
ossuaries, and its use lasted from LH IIIA1 to the end of
the LH IIIC period. One more sword of Naue II type also
comes from this cemetery, its occurrence certainly
indicating a burial of yet another warrior of postpalatial
Achaea.'®®

Further to the south, at Pournari (fig. 4, no. 39), a
tomb was investigated, referred to as a ‘tholos tomb’, a
definition that has been disputed. From this tomb derive
at least two ceramic vases of the late LH I1IC period and
one leaf-shaped spearhead.'® A few kilometres to the
south-west, in the area of the village of Lappa (fig. 4,
no. 43), the remains of a Mycenaean installation were
located, lying over tumuli of the ME III-LH I periods."°
Outside the adjacent village of Kangadi (fig. 4, no.
44), Yalouris excavated a cemetery of chamber tombs,
which was in use right through the LH IIIC period
and included among its finds a sword of Naue II type,
obviously relating to a warrior’s burial. At the site of
Sotiroula (fig. 4, no. 45), on the outskirts of the same
village, a similar cemetery must have existed and,
according to Papadopoulos, the Mycenaean settlement
of the region was there too.™"!

In the heart of the plain of Pharai, halfway between
the coast and Mt Erymanthos, lies another cluster
of Mycenaean sites, obviously rural in character,
practising livestock farming. In the area of Ano
Soudeneika (fig. 4, no. 51), at the sites of Flokas
(fig. 4, no. 52) and Charavgi (fig. 4, no. 53), further

106 Moschos 2007, 26.

17 Kolonas 1996-1997, 472-473, Petropoulos 2000, Papathanasiou
2002-2005, Moschos 2007, 28, Giannopoulos 2008, 99-124, Kolonas
2008c, 25-28.

1% papadopoulos 1978-1979, 25 (Phostaina), Kolonas 1996-1997, 473,
Vasilogamvrou 2000, Moschos 2007, 28-30, Giannopoulos 2008, 31-34,
Kolonas 2008c, 29-31, with bibliography.

19 papadopoulos 1978-1979, 25, Kolonas 1996-1997, 471, Moschos
2007, 26, Giannopoulos 2008, 34.

10 Kolonas 1996-1997, 471, Moschos 2007, 28.

1 papadopoulos 1978-1979, 25, Kolonas 1996-1997, 470-471,
Mountjoy 1999, 402, Moschos 2007, 28, Giannopoulos 2008, 29, with
bibliography.
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south, were located surface finds of this period.!*? In
the stretch of land between the hamlets of Mitopolis
and Komi two cemeteries are situated. The former, at
the site of Prophitis Elias (fig. 4, no. 48), has become
known through the handing in of antiquities, including
that of a bronze spearhead, which for years was
considered as an import from the Italian peninsula.'
The latter cemetery, lying at the site of Agia Varvara
(fig. 4, no. 49), was first located by Kyparissis and there
were excavated seven chamber tombs containing rich
finds dating from the LH IIIA1 to the beginning of the
late phase of the LH I1IC period. Among the finds stands
out a warrior’s burial of the LH IIIB period (tomb 1)
and an Assyrian cylinder seal (tomb 3). As it has been
suggested by Kolonas, the Mycenaean settlement must
have extended in the area where the modern houses
now stand.!™* The tumuli at the neighbouring site of
Pharai (fig. 4, no. 68),which contained Geometric
graves, although never systematically investigated,
are often included by most scholars in the catalogue of
probable early Mycenaean funerary monuments of the
region.'’> The same goes for the tumulus at Xerokampos
of Starochorion (fig. 4, no. 70)."¢ In the same area, at
the site of Lalousi, Kyparissis mentions the existence
of a Mycenaean cemetery. A stirrup jar of the middle
LH I1IC period comes from that site.!”” Finally, two small
jars, deriving from the village of Vasiliko (fig. 4, no.
71), have been regarded as Mycenaean,"®

The most remote Mycenaean sites of the region lie
in south Achaea, in the fooothills of Mt Erymanthos,
bordering the prefecture of Elis. At Kivouria in
Skouras (fig. 4, no. 72) a built tomb was excavated,
containing vases of the LH IIIA-B periods. At the site
of Drosia (fig. 4, no. 73), according to Kyparissis’
estimations, there once existed over one hundred
chamber tombs, all damaged and plundered, from
which a handful of finds was preserved, dated by
Papadopoulos to the LH IIIC and Sub-Mycenaean
periods.'*® The most important researched site of the
entire region is situated at Portes-Kephalovryson
(fig. 4, no. 50), in the foothills of Mt Skollis. The

112 Moschos 2007, 32.

1 This is spearhead PMX 75, see Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 163 and
fig. 316a, which belongs to a well-known type, characteristic of the
Adriatic coast, and for which metal analysis has shown that it was
manufactured from Cypriot bronze, namely it was an Achaean
imitation of a foreign type. See relevant discussion with regard to a
similar imported spearhead (Mas8) in Chapter 5.

14 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 29, Kolonas 1996-1997, 473, Moschos
2007, 30, Giannopoulos 2008, 36-38, Kolonas 2008c, 19-24,
Christakopoulou-Somakou 2010 with bibliography.

s Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 30, Kolonas 1996-1997, 471, Moschos
2007, 36.

116 Moschos 2007, 36.

17 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 30 and fig. 92i, Kolonas 1996-1997, 471,
Moschos 2007, 36, Giannopoulos 2008, 38 with bibliography.

18 papadopoulos 1978-1979, 30, Moschos 2007, 36.

1 Papadopoulos 1978-1979, 33, Kolonas 1996-1997, 471, Moschos
2007, 36, Giannopoulos 2008, 36 (for Skouras) and 38 (for Drosia) with
bibliography.



THE MYCENAEAN CEMETERY AT ACHAIA CLAUSS NEAR PATRAS

large cemetery of Portes includes all the funerary
architectural types known from the Mycenaean world.
The earliest are two burial tumuli constructed in the
LH I period and used up to LH IIIA-B. To the LH II
period date the two tholos tombs of the cemetery, of
which one was excavated, providing evidence that it
continued in use up to the LH IIIA period. Dispersed
in the cemetery were found some built cist graves and
others lined with slabs. Finally, there were located
and excavated 29 chamber tombs, in use from LH IIB
to the Sub-Mycenaean periods, furnished with rich
finds, some imported from the Italian peninsula. A
number of chambers had many burial pits opened in
their floor, while tomb 3 contained one of the most
important warrior burials of postpalatial Achaea. The
deceased had been buried with a sword of Naue II
type, a pair of greaves, an unusual cylindrical helmet
(similar to that from tomb A of Kallithea-Rabadania),
abronze bowl, weapons, tools and ceramic vases dated
to the LH IIIC middle period. Placed close by him was
a contemporary, richly furnished female burial. To the
north-west of the cemetery and almost adjacent to it
were located the remains of the Mycenaean settlement
of the region,'?

B. Distribution of sites and the character of
Mycenaean Achaea

As has already been mentioned in the introduction of
this chapter, Mycenaean Achaea was densely inhabited
right throughout the LH period, with over 100 sites
(figs 4a-b), many of them already established in the
MH period. The three larger clusters of sites appear
a) in the area of the city of Patras, b) in the foothills
of Mt Panachaikon, a few kilometres to the south and
east of the city and c) on the west slopes of the same
mountain from Chalandritsa to Leontion. In these
regions the larger part of the population must have
been concentrated, as well as the economic life and
administration, throughout the period.

It is also interesting to emphasise two more points.
Most of the tumuli of Achaea, constructed at the
transition from the MH III to the LH I periods, are
located in the south part of the territory (Lappa, Portes
and possibly Pharai and Starochori) near the border
with Elis, where this type of funerary monument
was more common.’?! All six tholos tombs of Achaea
(Kararrachtis [2], Kallithea-Laganidia, Petroton,
Portes [2]) were built in the LH II period and used
up to the end of the LH I1IA1 or the beginning of the
LH I1A2 period. Their localities potentially coincide

120 Kolonas 1996-1997, 473-475, Moschos 2007, 30-32, Kolonas 2008c,
33-47, Giannopoulos 2008, 34-36, with bibliography.

121 Nikolentzos 2011, 117-121. Tumuli are much more numerous in
the south-west Peloponnese (Elis and mainly Messenia) than
anywhere else, see Korres 1976-1978, 340-342, 344-345, Korres 1993,
235, 236, 238 and Korres 2011.
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with the administrative centres of prepalatial Achaea.
These tombs were neglected in the palatial period
(LH 111A2-B), as is mostly their destiny in the central
areas of the Mycenaean world, falling into disuse as
a consequence of the abolition of established local
centres and a concentration of authority in new and
less numerous ones.?2

To the palatial period also date a few distinguished
burials, like the warriors’ from tomb VIII of Kallithea-
Laganidia and tomb 1 of Mitopolis. To a similar and
contemporary burial we could attribute the bronze
weapons and tools, and some of the vases that are now
kept at the State Museums of Berlin and are reported to
have been found in an Achaean tomb at Aigeira prior
to 1904." In this period, moreover, the exceptionally
rich cemetery of Voudeni stands out, although the
settlement associated with it is too small, with poor
finds, to have fulfilled any role of a palatial and
administrative centre.” On the contrary, the densly
inhabited area of Patras and especially of its Castle
presents certain qualitative traits, such as an assemblage
of few but distinctive finds, which rank it as a possible
location for a palace - if there ever was one.’® Finally,
the monumental fortification of the Dymaean Wall in
the LH IIIB period can be integrated into the framework
of similar palatial building programs known from
other citadels of the Mycenaean world (Gla, Midea),
not necessarily functioning as seats of administrative
authority, but as military bases with residential facilities
in their interior. All of the above mentioned traits justify
the classification of Achaea in the palatial Mycenaean
world as one of its territories. The argument based on
the fact that a local palace has not yet been found is
not strong enough to substantiate its characterisation
as periphery,?® or as a region organised in chiefdoms
alongside the palatial territories,’”” two views further

122 As opposed to the numerous tholos tombs of Messenia, some of
which continued to be in use throughout the palatial period, see
Voutsaki 1998, 51-52, 54-55, observing, however, a reduction in their
use from the LH III A2 onwards. For the change of use of prepalatial
tholos tombs in the palatial period, see Papazoglou-Manioudaki 2011,
who distinguished cases of abandonment or acts of ‘dishonouring’ in
most of the tholoi of the northwestern Peloponnese as a result of the
new palatial ideology, imposed there. Further evidence on this topic
is provided by the on-going excavation of the Mycenaean settlement
at Mygdalia Petrotou and the re-evaluation of the burial stratigraphy
from the Petroto tholos tomb, see Papazoglou-Manioudaki and
Paschalidis (forthcoming 2).

12 Kontorli-Papadopoulou 2003.

124 There is a general lack of evidence from Mycenaean settlements in
western Achaea due to the problematic nature of research. Few
settlements are known. Fewer are properly excavated and none
is fully published so far, as seen in Rizzio’s brave synthesis of the
available data (Rizzio 2011). Therefore, general conclusions about the
modes of administration in Achaea during the Mycenaean palatial
period, which are based on the absence of wealth or of specific finds,
are unsafe or should be considered impossible for the time being.

125 See supra the brief presentation of the Mycenaean sites around the
Castle of Patras and the special character of some finds, that came to
light from there.

126 As it has been argued by Middleton, see Middleton 2011, 101.

127 As it has been argued by Arena, see Arena 2015.



contradicted by the synthesis of the available material
remains and archaeological topography.'?

The violent destruction by fire of quite a few Achaean
settlementsinthe transition from the LHIIIB to the early
LH IIIC period (Dymaean Wall, Agia Kyriaki, Pagona)
indicates that Achaea suffered equally the violence that
marked the end of the palatial world. The destruction
was at once followed by a phase of rebuilding and
display. The postpalatial period of Achaea was its golden
age. Almost all of the above cited sites were inhabited
in the LH IIIC period, indicating population growth
deriving, in all probability, from the overall prosperity
of the era and not from a sudden influx of refugees.
Relations and exchanges with the Italian peninsula
were much intensified and administration was again
conducted in local centres apparently headed by those
buried as warriors. Although the structure of this new
type of authority is not known to us, the warriors of the
era appear to have shared a common mode of burial

128 A more analytical discussion on the cultural and historical nature
of the northwestern Peloponnese during the Mycenaean times,with
special regard to its role in the era of the palaces, is given in Gadolou
and Paschalidis (forthcoming).
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and attribution of honours, notwithstanding the fact
that some of them stand out by their wealth and special
finds. These are the dead buried in tomb A of Kallithea-
Rabadania and tomb 3 of Portes, who were offered, apart
from various weapons and tools, idiosyncratic helmets
and pairs of greaves. The warriors of Kallithea-Rabadania
and Portes might have been primi inter pares among the
local rulers of postpalatial Achaea. The mountainous
region of Achaea, where no such burial has been found
so far, is excluded from the network of warriors, while
the eastern part of the territory is represented only by
tomb 4 at Nikoleika of Aigion. Similar burials have been
excavated in Elis'®® and Arcadia.'®

The destruction by fire of the Dymean Wall at the end
of the LH IIIC period signals the end of the era: this,
in most cases, was peaceful and occurred through the
gradual abandonment of cemeteries and settlements,
such as those of Clauss and neighbouring Mydgalia
Petrotou.™

12 Nikolentzos 2011, 305 note 1835, Vikatou 2012b, 366 fig. 740,
listing all of the unpublished warriors’ burials in Elis, and Vikatou
2012a, 70, 73 fig. 9, for tomb 8 at Mageiras of Elis with sword, remains
of its scabbard, spearhead, a greave and warrior’s ring, and again
293 cat. no. 1/3, 304 and 305 cat. no. 1/43, for the remainder of the
warriors’ weapons from the same cemetery.

130 Salavoura 2015, 378-380.

1 papazoglou-Manioudaki and Paschalidis 2017, 457, Papazoglou-
Manioudaki and Paschalidis (forthcoming 2).





