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The Falkland Islands  

The Falkland Islands consist of an archipelago of 750 
islands in the South Atlantic Ocean, between latitudes 
51° and 53° south and longitudes 57° and 62° west (Woods 
����� 1���� 7he neaUeVt lanG maVV aSSUo[imatel\ ���Nm 
to the south-west is the island of Tierra del Fuego at 
the VoXtheUn tiS of the continent of SoXth $meUica� 7he 
group has two main islands, East and West Falkland, that 
aUe VeSaUateG E\ a VtUait� )alNlanG SoXnG� 7he iVlanGV 
have a land mass of about 12,000 square km (Strange 
199�� 19�� 7he coaVtline iV heaYil\ inGenteG E\ GUoZneG 
UiYeU Yalle\V that foUm SUotecteG haUEoXUV�

The islands have a cool oceanic climate, dominated by 
westerly winds with an average windspeed of about 
�1Nm�hoXU� 7he temSeUatXUe Uange iV faiUl\ naUUoZ 
with an average mean of about 5°C, average maximum of 
9�& anG aYeUage minimXm of ��&� $nnXal SUeciSitation 
aYeUageV ���mm ��� incheV� �%Uitannica ������ 

The Pre-Colonial Era: A Prehistoric Human Presence?

At the time of the European settlement in the 18th 
century, there was no indigenous population on the 
)alNlanG ,VlanGV� +oZeYeU� YaUioXV claimV haYe Eeen 
made for a human presence in the pre-European phase 
of SUehiVtoU\ �e�g� %XcNlanG anG (GZaUGV 1998�� 5ecent 
UeVeaUch E\ +amle\ haV aGGXceG no feZeU than fiYe 
separate strands of evidence to argue for pre-European 
occupation (Hamley et al. ������ 'iVcoYeUieV of )Xegian 
canoes have been interpreted by some as evidence 
that occasional visitors from the nearest land-mass 
Tierra del Fuego, located 450 km to the west, made the 
perilous sea crossing whether accidentally from being 
swept by the Antarctic Circumpolar Current from the 
Drake Passage between South America and Graham 
/anG 3eninVXla in $ntaUctica� 7he )alNlanG &XUUent 
˪oZing eaVtZaUG EUingV GUiftZooG anG SXmice fUom 
Tierra del Fuego and reports of Fuegian canoes found 
on the shores of Bleaker Island raise the question as to 
ZhetheU the\ ZeUe accomSanieG E\ SeoSle �e�g� StUange 
198�� ��� +atteUVle\�Smith 198��� 3iana haV VXggeVteG 
that canoes may have been transported to the Falklands 
GXUing the (XUoSean ShaVe� :eGGell �18��� 1���1��� 
for instance brought a Yámana canoe when he needed 
anotheU Eoat anG aV 3iana �SeUV� comm�� oEVeUYeV� 
theUe iV no UeaVon to thinN thiV ZaV e[ceStional� $ 
nXmEeU of Vtone toolV foXnG in oU neaU .eSSel ,VlanG 
(including Saunders and Pebble Islands) are considered 
most likely to have been brought by Fuegians conveyed 
E\ the SoXth $meUican 0iVVionaU\ Societ\ to .eSSel 
�3hilSott anG (Vhelman ����� 3hilSott ���9� 1���8�� 

Another stone point manufactured in local quartzite 
was found at New Island (Hamley et al. ���1�� 

Elevated peaks of macrofossil charcoal in dated peat 
cores have also been attributed to the early presence of 
hXmanV �e�g� %XcNlanG anG (GZaUGV 1998� EXt a natXUal 
origin in lightning strikes is perhaps more likely in the 
light of recent research (Mauquoy et al. ������  $ fXUtheU 
phenomenon is the deposits of mixed bone consisting 
of species of Rockhopper penguin and Southern Sea 
Lion that have been found in various coastal localities, 
including New Island (Hamley et al. 2021), and also at 
SaXnGeUV ,VlanG E\ the SUeVent ZUiteU� 5aGiocaUEon 
dating of one New Island deposit suggests a pre-European 
Gate� +oZeYeU� the GateV UeTXiUe aGMXVtment foU the 
0aUine 5eVeUYoiU (˲ect of oUganiVmV� Zhich maNeV 
organisms with a marine life cycle appear older than 
the Gate of Geath� 'eSenGing on the YalXe XVeG to taNe 
account of this, the bone piles may relate to European 
sealers or to prehistoric intervention by visitors from 
7ieUUa Gel )Xego �=angUanGo anG %oUUeUo ������ 7he 
absence of cutmarks on the bones is not considered 
typical of Fuegian (Yámana) processing techniques in 
the homeland while the lack of stone, bone or shell 
tools in association with substantial accumulations of 
EoneV� otheU than a Vingle finG on 1eZ ,VlanG� tenGV not 
to VXSSoUt a )Xegian oUigin�

Finally, the presence of the extinct fox-like canid, the 
warrah or Falklands Wolf (Dusicyon australis), which was 

Chapter 1: Early Discoveries in the Falklands and Introduction to Port Louis 

Figure 1.1: Location of the Falkland Islands and South 
America, with places mentioned in the text
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CHAPTER 1: Early Discoveries in the Falklands and Introduction to Port Louis

seen by Charles Darwin as a unique example of a large 
aboriginal quadruped on an island so distant from the 
neaUeVt continent �'aUZin 19�8 >18�9@� 19��19��� haV 
been interpreted as a mammal semi-domesticated 
by Fuegians and transported to the islands (Buckland 
anG (GZaUGV 1998�� 7he neaUeVt UelatiYe of the ZaUUah 
was the extinct Dusicyon aves on the South American 
mainlanG� *enetic VtXGieV haYe eVtaEliVheG that the 
division of the two species occurred about 16,000 years 
ago, with a margin of error between 32,000 and 8,000 
(Slater et al. ���9� $XVtin et al. ��1��� 7he Vea leYel in 
late Pleistocene and early Holocene was much lower 
than today as much planetary water was locked up in 
ice� 7he GiVtance EetZeen the )Xego�3atagonian coaVt 
and the Falkland Islands was much smaller and the 
possibility that a small number of hunting or scavenging 
inGiYiGXalV maGe the cUoVVing on an ice ˪oe oU acUoVV a 
temporary ice bridge cannot be dismissed (Zangrando 
anG %oUUeUo ������

Each of these strands has been subject to critical review 
E\ =angUanGo anG %oUUeUo ������� 7he\ conclXGe 
¶in oXU oSinion it iV haUG to acceSt a SUe�(XUoSean 
occupation in the Malvinas/Falkland Islands based on 
the aYailaEle Gata· ������� 'efinitiYe SUoof mXVt eitheU 
aZait SUehiVtoUic Eone� Vhell oU Vtone toolV VtUatifieG in 
securely datable archaeological deposits or unequivocal 
Fuegian artefacts in association with bone piles that 
aUe VecXUel\ GateG to the SUe�(XUoSean contact SeUioG� 
Given the likely ephemeral nature of any potential 
SUehiVtoUic actiYit\� VXch SUoof ma\ Ee elXViYe� +oZeYeU� 

at the time of the fiUVt (XUoSean Vettlement in 1��� 
theUe ZaV no natiYe SoSXlation on the iVlanGV�

Discovery and Early Sightings

Following the voyages of exploration by Christopher 
Columbus and Vasco de Gama, Spain and Portugal 
divided up the continent of South America between 
them� 7he line of GemaUcation in the ZeVt ZaV 
established by the Treaty of Tordesillas in 1494 which 
VoXght to GiYiGe the VSheUeV of in˪Xence EetZeen 
the tZo gUeat emSiUeV� 3oUtXgal occXSieG the eaVteUn 
continent, notably Brazil, while Spain took amongst 
others the territories later known as Peru, Argentina 
anG &hile� :ith the mainlanG cloVeG o˲� the %UitiVh 
had little choice but to seek new territory and markets 
fXUtheU afielG in the 3acific� 7he hoSe that a noUtheUn 
SaVVage to the 3acific ZoXlG Ee GiVcoYeUeG eYentXall\ 
SUoYeG illXVoU\� 7he onl\ ceUtain UoXte to the 3acific 
was the south-west one followed by Drake, Cavendish 
and Hawkins in the Elizabethan era through the Strait 
of 0agellan� 

The early history of discovery in Falkland Islands is 
contUoYeUVial anG mXch GeEateG �e�g� %o\Von 19��� 
*oeEel 19��� &aZNell et al. 19���� -XliXV *oeEel� Zho 
XnGeUtooN one of the fiUVt GetaileG anal\VeV of the eaUl\ 
navigators’ accounts, acknowledged the impossibility 
of achieYing ceUtaint\� ¶7he UecoUGV of the eaUl\ Yo\ageV 
into the South Atlantic are exceedingly meagre, and 
that those that we still possess are often sketchy and 

Figure 1.2: The Falkland Islands with location of key sites mentioned in the text
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inaccXUate· �*oeEel 19��� ��� 5ecent cUitical UeYieZV of 
the early discoverers summarise the state of current 
VcholaUVhiS �3aVcoe ���8� 19��9� ����a� �9�1����

In the 18th century, Louis-Antoine de Bougainville, 
the great French explorer and scientist, believed 
that Amerigo Vespucci sighted the islands in 1502 
(Bougainville 1772, 35-6), a view found credible by 
Boyson (1924, 14-6) but which receives little support 
fUom moGeUn VcholaUV �cf� 3aVcoe ���8� 198�� ,t iV ZiGel\ 
acceSteG noZ that the fiUVt GiVcoYeUeUV ZeUe 3oUtXgXeVe 
VailoUV at Vome Soint EefoUe 1�19� 7he eYiGence comeV 
fUom eaUl\ maSV� 7he 0illeU $tlaV� an illXVtUateG 
3oUtXgXeVe $tlaV GateG fUom 1�19� in the %iEliothqTXe 
nationale France, the work of cartographers, Lopo 
+omem� 3eGUo 5einel anG -oUge 5einel� illXVtUateV a 
cluster of unnamed islands east of Patagonia which 
might UeSUeVent the )alNlanGV� $ VeconG Ne\ VoXUce iV 
an engUaYing E\ $nGUp 7heYet of Les Isles de Sanson ou de 
Geantz dated 1586, which bears a striking resemblance 
to the iVlanGV �Ge /aVa anG /Xi] ���1� )ig� ���� 3aVcoe 
����a� fig� ��1�a�� 7he VoXUce of hiV infoUmation GeUiYeV 
from a Portuguese original from a sea captain in Lisbon 
Zho haG Eeen Zith the fiUVt GiVcoYeUeUV of the iVlanGV� a 
Portuguese who claimed to have accompanied Magellan 
�3aVcoe ���8� 198�9�� 3aVcoe conclXGeV that the 7heYet 
map, together with the appearance of the islands 
on the Pedro Reinel map of about 1519, points to an 
otherwise unrecorded Portuguese expedition in 1518-
19, which investigated the north coast and Falkland 
SoXnG EefoUe 0agellan Vet Vail ����8� 198�199�� $V an 
alternative view, de Lasa and Luiz Pedro date Reinel’s 
map of the southern hemisphere to between 1522 and 
1524, although as Destombes argues, this is an updated 
YeUVion �3aVcoe ����a� ���� 7hiV UeSUeVenteG the 
Patagonian coastline up to 52° south and included an 
island in the location of the Falklands, probably based 
on the maS of $nGUpV Ge San 0aUttn �Ge /aVa anG /Xi] 
���1� ���� +e haG Eeen the Silot of a YeVVel San Antonio
that haG XnGeUtaNen UeconnaiVVance fUom San -Xliin in 
-Xl\ to $XgXVt 1���� :hateYeU the SUeciVe chUonolog\� 
from that time onwards, a group of islands called the 
Islas de Sansón y de Patos makes an appearance on maps 
o˲ the 3atagonian coaVt� 

Goebel makes a convincing case for an early visit, 
thoXgh not the fiUVt� E\ an XnnameG YeVVel that he 
teUmV the ,ncognita� $n e[SeGition GeVSatcheG E\ the 
Bishop of Plasencia, Extremadura in western Spain, 
commanded by his kinsman Francisco Camargo, left 
Sevilla in August 1539, was driven eastward from the 
entrance of the Strait of Magellan for several days in 
-anXaU\ anG eaUl\ )eEUXaU\ 1��� E\ a VtoUm anG aUUiYeG 
amongVt eight oU nine iVlanGV� +iV GeVcUiStion fitV Zell 
the )alNlanGV toSogUaSh\� Yegetation anG ZilGlife� 7he 
islands were uninhabited, and they overwintered for 
Vi[ monthV �*oeEel 19��� 1���8� &aZNell et al. 19��� ����� 

Pascoe points out that the fact they had maps showing 
the iVlanGV GemonVtUateV the\ ZeUe not the fiUVt to 
YiVit� 

7heUe iV little GoXEt that the fiUVt (ngliVh e[SloUeU to 
Vee the iVlanGV ZaV the (li]aEethan naYigatoU� -ohn 
Davis, whose vessel Desire was driven among the islands 
in 1592 (Cawkell et al. 19��� ���� StUange 198�� ���� 'aYiV 
ZaV engageG in a VeUieV of Yo\ageV to finG a noUth�
ZeVt SaVVage to the 3acific Zhich GiG not con˪ict Zith 
thoVe of SSain anG 3oUtXgal� +iV foXUth Yo\age VoXght 
a south-westerly route, via the South Atlantic and 
StUait of 0agellan �SaYoXUV ���8a� 188�9�� 2n �1 0a\ 
1592 Davis parted company from his sister ship under 
Thomas Cavendish at Puerto Deseado and after waiting 
three months made their way to the Strait of Magellan 
in the hoSe of meeting XS Zith &aYenGiVh� 2n � $XgXVt 
they stopped at an island, but by the 14th were driven 
E\ a Yiolent VtoUm ¶in among ceUtaine iVleV neYeU EefoUe 
GiVcoYeUeG E\ an\ NnoZn Uelation� l\ing fiftie leagXeV 
or better from the shore east and northerly from the 
Streights’ (Cawkell et al. 19��� ���

More controversial is the claim of the explorer Sir 
Richard Hawkins who sailed in the Dainty from 
3l\moXth to emXlate 'UaNe·V Uecent ciUcXmnaYigation� 
+e aUUiYeG o˲ the %Ua]ilian coaVt in 1oYemEeU 1�9�� anG 
on 2 February 1594 reached an uncharted land, which 
he locateG in �8� latitXGe� thoXgh hiV maVteU� -ohn (lliV 
placed it in 50°, closer to the actual position at 51° to 
��� VoXth� ,t haV Eeen VXggeVteG +aZNinV GeliEeUatel\ 
miVSlaceG the iVlanGV to Ge˪ect foUeign attention �e�g� 
0ac'eUmott ���8� �81�� 'aYiV VaileG along the coaVtline 
foU �� leagXeV �18� mileV�� anG oEVeUYeG a ¶gooGl\ 
champion country’ with great rivers and a climate 
temSeUate liNe that of (nglanG� +e VaZ man\ fiUeV EXt 
they did not speak with the people as they were anxious 
to Ueach the StUait of 0agellan to continXe theiU Yo\age� 
Hawkins named the land Hawkins’s Maidenland in 
honour of Queen Elizabeth (Drinkwater Bethune 1847, 
1���8�� ,t haV Eeen VXggeVteG that he ZaV in fact on the 
east coast of the South American continent, but this is 
GiˬcXlt to Ueconcile Zith the Vtatement that on leaYing 
the new land he sailed a westerly course for several 
Ga\V�1

The Dutch enter the arena with a sighting of the 
oXtl\ing -aVon ,VlanGV� on the noUth�ZeVteUn eGge 
of the Falklands archipelago by Sebald de Weert, on 
�� -anXaU\ 1���� anG the name the SeEalGineV Voon 
folloZeG into caUtogUaShic hiVtoU\� 

7he fiUVt UecoUGeG (ngliVh lanGing� E\ &aStain -ohn 
Strong of the Welfare on �� -anXaU\ 1�9�� UeVXlteG in the 
(ngliVh name foU the iVlanGV� StUong calleG the channel 

1  The debate over Hawkins’s sighting is discussed in Cawkell 
et al. �19��� 8�9��
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between the two main islands Falkland Sound, after 
9iVcoXnt )alNlanG� then 7UeaVXUeU of the 1aY\� 5ichaUG 
Simson, on board Strong’s vessel, noted in his journal, 
¶the ,VlanG if it ZeUe not TXite GeVtitXte of :ooG ZoXlG 
maNe a 1oEle Slantation� ,t EeaUV an (ngliVh name� a 
good Harbage, and a great variety of land and Sea Fowl’ 
�%o\Von 19��� ����

During the early 18th century French sailors made 
occasional visits, and in 1722 the French cartographer 
Guillaume Delisle bestowed the name Isles Malouines 
on the islands after the vessels’ usual home port of St 
0alo� )Uom the )Uench ZaV GeUiYeG the SSaniVh name 
Islas Malvinas (usually written as Maluinas up to 1805: 
Pascoe 2008, 199) and the 19th-century American 
ZhaleUV· teUm 0aloon �%o\Von 19��� ����

18th-Century Voyages of Exploration 

Fresh impetus to the voyages of discovery and 
trade was generated by George Anson’s voyage of 
ciUcXmnaYigation� ,n 1��9 afteU the GeclaUation of ZaU 
Zith SSain� $nVon ZaV GeVSatcheG Zith a ˪eet of Vi[ 
YeVVelV to 0anila to haUaVV SSaniVh VhiSV� +e loVt tZo 
ships rounding Cape Horn, and captured a Spanish ship 
anG VolG itV SlXnGeUeG caUgo in &hina� ,n SUomoting 
the idea of further trading voyages to the South Seas, 
Anson recognised the need for a base to supply and 
refresh themselves before undertaking the hazardous 
leg aUoXnG &aSe +oUn �*allagheU 19��� [[[Yi�[[[Yiii�� 
As the mainland of South America was in the hands of 
UiYal emSiUeV� an iVlanG EaVe o˲ the coaVt of the mainlanG 
ZoXlG haYe to VeUYe� 7Zo iVlanGV ZeUe SUoSoVeG E\ 
$nVon� 3eS\V·V ,VlanG anG the )alNlanG ,VlanGV� 3eS\V·V 
,VlanG VX˲eUeG the GiVtinct GiVaGYantage of not e[iVting� 

althoXgh that ZaV not finall\ eVtaEliVheG Xntil the 
19th centXU\ �*oeEel 19��� ���� n� ���� +e ZaV on moUe 
VecXUe gUoXnG Zith the )alNlanG ,VlanGV� 0inGfXl of the 
commercial potential of the route, Anson’s appointment 
to the Admiralty in 1745 enabled him to promote the 
idea of an expedition to discover Pepys’s Island, to gain 
further knowledge of the Falkland Islands and explore 
the SoXth SeaV� 7he SSaniVh oEMecteG once the\ Eecame 
aware of the proposed expedition and Britain, keen to 
maintain good relations with Spain, abandoned the 
Slan foU the moment� 7Zo GecaGeV lateU� the UeVolXtion 
of the Seven Years’ War in 1763, which had pitted the 
great European powers against one another, Great 
Britain and Prussia against Spain and France, reopened 
the age of e[SloUation �*allagheU 19��� [[[Yiii��

Introduction to the Settlement History

From March 1764 for the next eighty years, with only 
a brief interlude, Port Louis served as the principal 
Vettlement in the )alNlanG ,VlanGV� 'XUing itV UelatiYel\ 
short history as the seat of government, Port Louis 
underwent successive changes in regime, being held 
in turn by the French from 1764-67 and Spanish from 
1767-1811, abandoned by authority between 1811-20, 
before being occupied by the United Provinces of the 
5iYeU 3late inteUmittentl\ fUom 18����� anG finall\ 
fUom 18�� onZaUGV E\ the %UitiVh� $fteU the caSital 
was transferred to Stanley in 1844, the population 
re-located, albeit reluctantly, to a new site on Port 
William, and Port Louis was reduced to the status of 
an outlying camp settlement or farm which it remains 
toGa\� 8nVXUSUiVingl\� itV Uemote location GiVtant fUom 
the colonial powers it served together with a lack of a 
stable long-term authority resulted in a fragmented 
anG GiVMointeG hiVtoU\� 7he colonial aXthoUitieV anG 
the private entrepreneurs who operated with their 
approval proved reluctant to commit to long-term 
inYeVtment� 7he SoSXlation ˪XctXateG EXt at itV height 
neYeU UoVe aEoYe ���� 7he imSact of thiV inVtaEilit\ on 
the development of the settlement is captured in the 
sequence of maps and views taken under the successive 
aXthoUitieV� 7hXV� the SatteUn anG Vcale of Vettlement 
XnGeU the )Uench anG SSaniVh VhoZ a YeU\ Gi˲eUent 
SictXUe fUom that XnGeU 0ooG\ in the eaUl\ 18��V� 
Small areas of continuity, such as in the choice of the 
prominent headland for the location of the seat of 
authority in the islands, contrasted with near-complete 
destruction and wholesale rebuilding between the main 
phases of occupation, while frequent political change, 
with concomitant shifts in the direction of sources of 
supply and protection, led to rapid turnover in the 
SoSXlation� 

There are several reasons for the discontinuity in the 
Vettlement anG VtUXctXUal hiVtoU\� 7he Vettlement 
e[SeUienceG the fiUVt maMoU GiVUXStion Zith the 

Figure 1.3:  Location of Port Louis settlement, the Careenage 
and Fish Creek
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continuity of population in the settlement meant that 
there was little common reservoir of knowledge or 
historical memory of the site which survived the 22-year 
gap from the Spanish through the Vernet period to the 
%UitiVh occXSation� 9eUnet·V agent 0attheZ %UiVEane 
was a rare exception  as he survived long enough to 
discuss with FitzRoy progress at the settlement under 
hiV foUmeU emSlo\eU �0acNinnon 18��� ���� 

A comparison of the buildings visible in the French 
and Spanish maps and views from the early decades 
of settlement between 1764 and the 1780s with those 
shown on Robinson’s maps of 1842 and 1843 at the 
end of its life shows a marked discontinuity between 
the location and the survival of buildings over the 
eight\�\eaU life of the Vettlement� 9eU\ feZ EXilGingV 
survived from the Spanish settlement to be inhabited 
by the British after 1833, although in a few cases new 
buildings were constructed out of the ruins of earlier 
VtUXctXUeV� ,n an XnXVXal e[amSle of longeYit\� 9eUnet 
pointed out that the house occupied by the British 
Governor from 1834-44 had been his own principal 
residence, but failed to mention that it was in its own 
Uight an eaUlieU SSaniVh conVtUXction� 2f the oUiginal 
French settlement, even less survived until the British 
occXSation� ,nGeeG� the oˬcial liVt of EXilGingV GUaZn 
up in 1842 records only one building thought to have 
Eeen conVtUXcteG E\ %oXgainYille� *oYeUnment +oXVe� 
As it turned out, even this was not a French-period 
building, but was constructed later, probably by Vernet 
himVelf� 

transfer of sovereignty from the French to Spanish in 
1767, even though the presence of the colonial power 
on the continental mainland brought the islands closer 
to the SSaniVh VSheUe of in˪Xence� +oZeYeU� afteU the 
turn of the 19th century declining investment and use 
of the islands as a penal colony led to interruptions in 
the supply vessels, a rapid reduction in the number of 
wild cattle upon which the settlement was dependent 
foU fooG anG a Gecline in moUale of thoVe Uemaining� 
The abandonment of the islands, and withdrawal of 
the garrison, by the Spanish following the uprising 
against colonial Spain in 1811 caused sharp disruption 
and resulted in depopulation and the decay of most 
of the buildings, and the initial abortive attempts to 
establish a ranching settlement by Louis Vernet were 
YieZeG Zith Vome VXVSicion E\ the %UitiVh� $lthoXgh 
the scale of damage to Vernet’s settlement by the crew 
of the Lexington in 1831 is disputed (discussed in detail 
in Pascoe 2022b, 7-116), the re-taking of the Islands 
by the British in early 1833, as well as further damage 
later the same year after the Port Louis massacre saw 
further degradation of both the infrastructure and the 
EXilGingV of the Vettlement� )oU the fiUVt GecaGe XnGeU 
%UitiVh MXUiVGiction� theUe ZaV little imSUoYement� 
The government provided no incentive to settlers to 
invest time and energy in constructing solid durable 
EXilGingV E\ failing to claUif\ the teUmV of theiU tenXUe� 
7heiU caXtion ZaV MXVtifieG E\ VXEVeTXent eYentV� ,n 
the event, Moody’s initiative to begin to build stone 
houses in 1843 was rapidly followed by the instruction 
to aEanGon the Vite anG moYe to Stanle\� 7he lacN of 




