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Introduction

The Egyptology team of the Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier 3 - CNRS was honoured by the decision 
of the participants of the CRE 2021 Rhodes to assign the hosting of the 2022 congress to Montpellier. 
The twenty-second Current Research in Egyptology conference was held on 26th–30th September 2022 
and featured around 250 attendees in presence and online. Among them, young scholars in Egyptology 
from different institutions worldwide presented ninety-three papers and twenty-four posters. CRE 2022 
Montpellier marked the first time that the event was held in France – a fitting opportunity to celebrate 
the bicentenary of Champollion’s eventful discovery. 

September 1822 indeed witnessed a milestone event that marked the birth of scientific Egyptology: the 
young Jean-François Champollion from Figeac outlined the principles of Egyptian hieroglyphic writing 
in his famous Lettre à M. Dacier. 2022 also marked the centenary of another important milestone in 
Egyptology: the discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamun in November 1922. For these reasons, we have 
decided to celebrate the history of Egyptology and associated research by dedicating specific sessions 
to these topics and making them a focal point of the congress.

The Egyptology team “Égypte Nilotique et Méditerranéenne” (ENiM), part of the UMR 5140 Archéologie 
des Sociétés Méditerranéennes of the Université Paul-Valéry Montpellier 3 and the CNRS, also 
celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2022. ENiM has contributed to developing and promoting Egyptology 
at the European level. Consisting of many specialists in different fields of Egyptology, including history, 
epigraphy, lexicography, and archaeology, the team is involved in several excavations in Egypt, such 
as Saqqara, Karnak, the west bank of Thebes, and the site of Armant, but also develops various digital 
projects, such as the Karnak Project and the VEGA dictionary, which is available in French, Arabic, 
English, and German. Teaching and research programmes provide training for students from all over 
the world at different educational levels. It also has an extensive library of more than 35,000 volumes 
and various scientific archives with documentary material compiled by some of the members of this 
institution over decades. 

For the last 15 years, the ENiM team has been publishing an online journal named ENiM - Egypte Nilotique 
et Méditerranéenne and two collections, CENiM - Les Cahiers Egypte Nilotique et Méditerranéenne, to 
which this volume also belongs, and TDENiM - Textes et documents de l’ENiM. For all the students and 
staff of the ENiM team, welcoming the CRE in Montpellier has been an excellent opportunity to meet 
young researchers in Egyptology from all over the world, creating links between different generations 
of scholars. 

Since its first edition in Oxford in 2000, the core goal of CREs has been to bring together young researchers 
in Egyptology from all over the world. Each session of the CRE 2022 Montpellier saw the presence of a 
majority of post-graduate students and young post-doctoral researchers. The Organising Committee 
of CRE 2022 Montpellier would like to express its gratitude to all participants and attendees of the 
conference for their inspiring contributions and the positive and friendly atmosphere created during 
the days of the conference. We hope attendees found in the CRE the ideal framework for presenting their 
research in progress, whether doctoral theses or broader research projects, and that this experience 
will remain a pleasant memory for everyone. 

CRE 2022 Montpellier would not have been possible without the support of many scientific and 
institutional partners. Special thanks go to Sébastien Biston-Moulin for his support and invaluable help 
during all stages of the conference organisation, as well as to Jérôme Gonzalez, Marie-Laure Chênebeau, 
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and Sandra Reboullet for their guidance with all the administrative subtleties and their unwavering 
support for this event. We would also like to thank the researchers representing various French 
institutions who kindly agreed to participate in our conference by giving a keynote lecture: Sylvie 
Donnat, Marc Gabolde, Jérôme Gonzalez, Sandra Lippert, Frédéric Mougenot, Bérangère Redon, Isabelle 
Régen, Pascal Vernus as well as the thirty-one members of the symposium’s scientific committee, who 
are recognised researchers from various French and foreign institutions. 

The authorities of the Université Paul Valéry-Montpellier 3 supported each and every step of our 
project, providing us with the conference locations, funding, and technical facilities for the CRE. We 
would like to thank first and foremost its president, Anne Fraïsse, and the two vice presidents of the 
university’s Scientific Advisory Board, Sarah Hatchuel and Nathalie Vienne-Guerrin, as well as all the 
staff and departments who helped to organise this event.

We are honoured to thank the region Occitanie through its president, Carole Delga, represented at this 
event by Fadilha Benammar Koly, president of the international relations commission of the Occitanie 
region, the Montpellier City Council and Montpellier Métropole, through Michaël Delafosse, Mayor and 
President of Montpellier Méditerranée Métropole, and his representative at the event, Clare Hart, Vice-
President in charge of International Affairs and European Cooperation.

We shall also mention the LabEx ARCHIMEDE and the Hierolexique foundation through their director, 
Frédéric Servajean, and their project director, Sandra Reboullet, as well as the National Centre for 
Scientific Research (CNRS) for having contributed to the realisation of the conference. The events that 
took place alongside the congress were made possible by the Museum of European and Mediterranean 
Civilizations (MUCEM) in Marseille and the Montpellier Tourist Office.

Last but not least, we would like to thank all our colleagues and students who helped us during the 
whole process.

The present volume includes thirty-two articles on various topics from the history of Egyptology to 
archaeology and material culture, from the Predynastic to the Roman period, through history and 
epigraphy, as well as new technologies. All of them were reviewed by the members of the scientific 
committee, recognised scholars who contributed significantly to the quality of these proceedings 
through their constructive comments and advice. A special thanks goes to them for helping us in the 
peer review process of both the abstracts and the subsequent papers.

We are grateful to all the contributors for sending their papers and keeping with the tight schedule 
that led to the swift publication of these proceedings, as well as to Mike Schurer and Gerald Brisch from 
Archaeopress for their efficiency.

As we present the volume a year after CRE 2022 Montpellier took place, we would like to extend our 
warmest congratulations and best wishes to the Basel Egyptology team and all the participants in the 
CRE 2023 edition: may you have a successful and enriching congress!

The Editors
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Group photo taken on September 27th 2022 in the Cour des Marroniers, Saint Charles, Université Paul Valéry-Montpellier 3.  
(© S. Cayez).
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