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General Editor’s Preface to the Reprinted and Open Access Edition

Since 2021, volumes in the Winchester Studies series have been made available in facsimile of
the original out-of-print editions. Developments in digital technologies now enable academic
publishing to reach wider audiences with options to read online or print on demand. From
the earliest days of the development of technology to enable online publication, we have been
exploring options for digitising our volumes, while maintaining close attention to the quality
of reproduction, especially of our large scale and complex illustrations. Those familiar with our
volumes will understand and appreciate the care that has been taken with the illustrations. The
team at Archacopress have ensured important facets like scale and pagination are maintained
throughout each volume. It is only through the expertise, dedication, and enthusiasm of
Archaeopress and their team that this attention to detail and accuracy in digital reproduction
has been achieved, and for that we are very grateful.

Martin Biddle
March 2023




GENERAL EDITOR’S PREFACE

His is the first time that the Anglo-Saxon and Norman charters of a single city have been
I brought together in one volume. The interest of these documents goes far beyond urban
history and topography. They include the New Minster refoundation charter of 966
(Document IV), the first modern edition and translation of one of the central documents of the
English Benedictine reform of the tenth century; a reconstruction of what seems to have been the
tenth-century refoundation confirmation of the properties of Old Minster (Document V); and the
key documents relating to what may have been the original seventh-century endowment of Old
Minster, the so-called ‘beneficial hidation of Chilcomb’ (Documents XXX-XXXII).

When Roger Quirk began his study of the architecture and topography of the Anglo-Saxon
minsters in Winchester in the 1950s, modern editions of the documents edited, translated, and
annotated in this volume were not available. Many had been published by J. M. Kemble from 1839
to 1845 and by W. de G. Birch between 1885 and 1899, but with the exception of Documents I and
XXIX and the work of G. B. Grundy on Hampshire charters (including the bounds of Document
XXII) no attempt had then yet been made to set them in their historical or topographical context
or to solve the bounds of the properties which some describe in detail. In other words, this material
had not been used as a whole in the study of Winchester as an emerging urban centre and the
greatest monastic community of Anglo-Saxon England.

Winchester was no different in this from any other English city. G. B. Grundy had studied the
rural charters of the pre-conquest period county by county and had attempted to solve their
bounds, but no such work had been done on urban charters. The practice of studying Anglo-Saxon
charters in groups by archive (in essence, by recipient), understandable as it is, may have deflected
attention from the importance for urban studies of dealing with the charters of a single place as a
group. No study comparable to the present volume yet exists for any other English town, and it is
doubtful whether it would be possible for more than a handful—Canterbury, London, Rochester,
Worcester, and York are the most obvious.

Early in the planning of Winchester Studies it became obvious that for Winchester such a
compilation was both possible and essential. In 1984 the Delegates of the University Press agreed to
the addition of this volume to the series of Studies already approved, Alex Rumble, who had been
on the staff of the Winchester Research Unit, having already agreed to take it on. Dr Rumble’s
London doctoral thesis of 1980 had been devoted to the Old Minster’s Codex Wintoniensis, the single
most important source of the documents edited here. When his study of the Old Minster archive is
published as a volume in the British Academy’s series of Anglo-Saxon Charters, alongside Sean
Miller’s recent study of the New Minster charters in the same series, Winchester will have almost all
the relevant material available from the perspectives of both place and archive or recipient.

The present volume forms part of Winchester Studies 4, a series of three volumes devoted to the
history, archaeology and architecture of the Anglo-Saxon minsters of Winchester (WS 4.), to the
cult of St Swithun (WS 4.ii), and to the evidence of the Anglo-Saxon and Norman charters (WS 4.iii).
Important as the documents presented here are for the general topography of the city and its
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immediate surroundings, their significance for the history, topography, and religious development
of the three great minsters cannot be over-estimated.

The documents which reflect the original endowment of Old Minster in the seventh century
(Documents XXX-XXXII) and confirm its estates and privileges at the time of the Benedictine
reform in the later tenth century (Document V) have already been mentioned. Document II reveals
information about the northern boundary of the precinct of Old Minster as it may have been in the
seventh century; Documents VI, VII, and VI reveal changes in that precinct in the tenth; and
Documents XIIT and XV cast light on the reversion to the cathedral priory in c.1110 of the land
alienated in 9o1-3 to form part of the site of New Minster.

The measurements and boundaries of the site provided for the building of New Minster in the
centre of the city in c.9o1-3 are laid out in Document II; its supposed original endowment defined
in Document III; and its refoundation described in detail in Document IV, one of the principal
witnesses to the Benedictine reform of the 960s, as already noted. Documents VI and VII detail the
extension of the New Minster precinct in the later tenth century. Documents X, XI, XIV, and
XVII deal with the surrender of part of the site of New Minster for William the Conqueror’s
enlargement of the old royal palace and the building of his new hall. The relocation of New Minster
from the centre of the city to a new site at Hyde outside North Gate is dealt with in Documents
XII, XIII, XV, XVI, and XVII, which also reveal important information about the site and rights
of New Minster before its move to Hyde.

The Nunnaminster, the third of the three minsters, was probably founded on a property of Queen
Ealhswith, wife of King Alfred, the bounds of which are set out in Document I, before the queen’s
death in 9o2. Documents VI and VII deal with adjustments in the boundary of that site in the
aftermath of the Benedictine reform in the later tenth century.

The Winchester Excavations Committee, under whose aegis this volume has been produced as
part of their investigation of the Anglo-Saxon Minsters of Winchester, is thus doubly pleased to
welcome the appearance of Alex Rumble’s Property and Piety as Part iii of the fourth volume of
Winchester Studies.

MARTIN BIDDLE
Hertford College, Oxford. Translation of St. Athelwold, 2001



AUTHOR’S PREFACE

ANY winters have passed since Martin Biddle first invited me to prepare an edition of
Mrelevant early medieval charters as an appendix to Winchester Studies 4., the volume

containing the published results of the extensive excavation of the Old and New
Minsters. I was at that time, in 1976-77, working in the city at the Winchester Research Unit, as a
research assistant under Derek Keene on the Social and Economic History of Medieval Winchester,
funded by the Social Science Research Council. Quite soon after I began work on the edition it
became clear that the results of my labours on the charters would be better published in separate
covers, for ease of reference and accessibility. With hindsight, the inclusion of translations,
commentaries, and extensive annotation, as well as the texts themselves, in the present book has
shown the separation of archaeology and documents in this way to have been a wise decision for
reasons of economy too. I have, however, always tried to place the texts within their topographical
context, and have made reference to the results of archaeological excavation wherever relevant. The
close association of documents, archaeology, and hagiographical texts for the early medieval history
of Winchester is reflected in the fact that the final version of Winchester Studies 4 will include all
these categories of evidence within its three parts.

Most of the work done for the present book has been accomplished since I moved north from
Winchester in 1981 to teach palacography at the Victoria University of Manchester. I am grateful
for funding which I received before then from the Robert Kiln Trust. Study leave jointly financed
by the British Humanities Research Board and the University of Manchester allowed me to work in
the session 1995-96 particularly on documents IV and V within the context of a wider study of the
diplomas of King Edgar.

I am grateful to Professor Martin Biddle for his patience, help, and support as General Editor;
to Professor Simon Keynes, both for generously reading and commenting on the whole book and
for his sympathetic encouragement; and to Dr Derek Keene for his example of scholarly
dedication to the history of Winchester, as also to him and to Professor Judith Green for
answering my query about twelfth-century gelds. I am indebted to Professor Michael Lapidge
both for his helpful criticism of an early stage of my work on document IV and for reading
through the Latin texts in proof and suggesting important improvements to both edition and
translation in a number of places. Further valuable comments by Professor Lapidge are included
in the Addenda.

I am thankful to Dr Sean Miller for allowing me access to his work on the New Minster charters
prior to its publication in the British Academy series. I should note however that both his edition
and the two volumes on the Abingdon archive edited by Dr Susan Kelly in the same series appeared
in print too late for their commentaries to be fully taken into account in the present work.

The production of this volume began in the age of the typewriter and finished in that of
computer typesetting. I am grateful to June and David Lloyd who first word-processed the bulk of
my typed (and handwritten) editions, translations, and notes. I pay tribute to the skill of Anne
Joshua in converting my final and much expanded text on disk to the desired page-format worthy
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of the Winchester Studies series and for her patience in dealing with the problems entailed in
presenting Anglo-Saxon and early medieval manuscript conventions in modern print.

This book is dedicated to two remarkable scholars and teachers, both now alas deceased, late
respectively of the University of Liverpool and University College London, who initiated me in the
palacography and significance of Anglo-Saxon charters and inspired me to study them further as
texts of importance to a whole range of academic disciplines.

ALEXANDER R. RUMBLE
Manchester, New Year’s Day 2002
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Olof von Feilitzen, The Pre-Conquest Personal Names of Domesday Book,
(Nomina Germanica 3, Uppsala, 1937)

Public Record Office, London
Proceedings of the Hampshire Field Club

R. N. Quirk, “Winchester New Minster and its Tenth-Century Tower’,
Journal of the British Archaeological Society, 3rd ser. 24 (1961), 16-54

R. N. Quirk, “Winchester Cathedral in the Tenth Century’, Arch] 114
(1957), 28-68

recto (of manuscript folio)

Timothy Fry et al. (ed.), RB 1980: The Rule of S. Benedict in Latin and
English with Notes (Collegeville, Minnesota, 1981)

Regularis Concordia, text ed. T. Symons and S. Spath, in K. Hallinger
(ed.), Consuetudinarum saeculi x/xi/xii monumenta non-Cluniacensia (Corpus
consuetudinum monasticarum 7.3, Siegburg, 1984), 61-147; translation
taken from Thomas Symons (ed. and trans.), Regularis Concordia Anglicae
nationis monachorum sanctimonialinmque (Nelson Medieval Classics,
London, etc, 1953), with chapter-numbers which differ from those in
the 1984 edition shown in square brackets

Record Commission

H. W. C. Davis, R. H. C. Davis, H. A. Cronne, and C. Johnson (ed.),
Regesta regum Anglo-Normannorum (4 vols., Oxford, 1913-69)

Register of Bishop John of Pontoise in HRO

C. Deedes (ed.), Registrum Johannis de Pontissara episcopi Wyntoniensis
(Canterbury and York Society 19 (1915) and 30 (1924))

Rolls Series

Alexander R. Rumble, ‘The Structure and Reliability of the Codex
Wintoniensis (British Museum Add. MS. 15350: the Cartulary of



Rumble 1982

Rymer’s Foedera

Rymer’s Foedera (1816- edn)

s. + small roman numeral
S
s.a.

SASLC: Trial Version

Sawyer

Sawyer (Kelly)
Sawyer Burton

SC
sg.
s
Spelman Concilia

Stevenson Chron. Abingdon

S.V.
TA
Tengvik

Thorpe
Thorpe ASC

TRE
TRW
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Winchester Cathedral Priory)’, (unpublished, London Ph. D. thesis,
1980)

Alexander R. Rumble, ‘The Purposes of the Codex Wintoniensis’, in
R. Allen Brown (ed.), Proceedings of the Battle Conference on Anglo-
Norman Studies IV: 1981 (Woodbridge, 1982), 153-66, 224-32

T. D. Hardy (ed.), Rymer’s Foedera: Syllabus, in English, with Index (3
vols., PRO, London, 1869-85)

Adam Clarke, J. Caley, J. Bayley, F. Holbrooke, and J. W. Clarke (ed.),
Foedera, conventiones, litterae, etc.; or Rymer’s Foedera, 1066—1383 (4 vols,,
PRO, London, 1816-69)

saeculo, from Lat. saeculum ‘century’ (for dating of manuscripts)
see Sawyer
sub anno

Frederick M. Biggs, Thomas D. Hill, and Paul E. Szarmach (ed.), with
Karen Hammond, Sources of Anglo-Saxon Literary Culture: A Trial
Version (Binghamton, 1990)

P. H. Sawyer, Anglo-Saxon Charters: an Annotated List and Bibliography
(Royal Historical Society, London, 1968)

Revised edn. of preceding by S. E. Kelly (privately circulated, 1994)

P. H. Sawyer (ed.), Charters of Burton Abbey (Anglo-Saxon Charters 2,
Oxford, 1979)

F. Madan, H. H. E. Craster, et al. (ed.), A Summary Catalogue of Western
Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library at Oxford (6 vols. and index, Oxford,

1895-1953)
singular
sub nomine

Sir Henry Spelman, Concilia, decreta, leges, constitutiones in re ecclesiarum
orbis Britannici (2 vols., London, 1639-64)

Joseph Stevenson (ed.), Chronicon monasterii de Abingdon (2 vols., RS 2,
London, 1858)

sub verbo or sub voce
Tithe Awards in HRO

Gosta Tengvik, Old English Bynames (Nomina Germanica 4, Uppsala,
1935)

Benjamin Thorpe (ed.), Diplomatarium Anglicum zevi Saxonici (London,
1865)

Benjamin Thorpe (ed.), The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle according to the Several
Original Authorities, i, Original Texts (RS 23, London, 1861)

Tempore regis Edwardi
Tempore regis Willelmi
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v
v.

VCH + county abbreviation
VEPN

WAM

WCL

WCM
Whitelock EHD

Wilkins Concilia

Williams ‘Princeps Merciorum
gentis’

Winchester ann.
WS

WS 1

WS 2.1 and ii

Walfstan Vita S. Athelwoldi

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

verso (of manuscript folio)
vide
volumes of the Victoria History of the Counties of England

David Parsons and Tania Styles, with Carole Hough, The Vocabulary of
English Place-Names (i—box) (Nottingham, 1997)

Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural History Magazine
Winchester Cathedral Library and Archives
Winchester College Muniments

Dorothy Whitelock (ed.), English Historical Documents, i, ¢.500—1042
(London, 1955)

David Wilkins (ed.), Concilia Magnae Britanniae et Hiberniae A.D. 446
1717 (4 vols., London, 1737)

A. Williams, ‘Princeps Merciorum gentis: the Family, Career and
Connections of Zlfhere, Ealdorman of Mercia, 956-83’, ASE 10 (1982),
143-72

Annales monasterii de Wintonia (A.D. 519—1277), in Henry Richards Luard
(ed.), Annales monastici, ii (RS 36, 1865), 1-125

Wainchester Studies

Frank Barlow, Martin Biddle, Olof von Feilitzen, and D. J. Keene (ed.
Martin Biddle), Winchester in the Early Middle Ages: an Edition and
Discussion of the Winton Domesday (Winchester Studies 1, Oxford, 1976)

Derek Keene, with a contribution by Alexander R. Rumble, Survey of
Medieval Winchester (2 vols., Winchester Studies 2, Oxford, 1985)

Michael Lapidge and Michael Winterbottom (ed. and trans.), Wulfstan
of Winchester, Life of St Zthelwold (Oxford Medieval Texts, Oxford,

1991, Tepr. 1996)





