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Introduction

This book is the first volume in a forthcoming series of editions of archival sources from the estate of
the German archaeologist Otto Rubensohn, housed in the archives of the Jewish Museum in Berlin. It
contains the transcription of three texts concerning the sites on Kounados Hill on the Greek island of
Paros (in the Cyclades).

- Notebook ‘Funde auf Paros’, containing short descriptions of 80 artefacts from the Sanctuary of
Eileithyia'

- The text ‘Die Heiligtiimer des Kunados-Berges’, reconstructed by us from several dozen typewritten
and handwritten pages?

- A letter and report written by the German archaeologist Ilse Kleemann about a visit to one of the sites
- the Sanctuary of Aphrodite - posted to Rubensohn in the summer of 19613

Otto Rubensohn (1867-1964) was a German archaeologist of Jewish origin. Although his involvement in
the field of archaeology was relatively short and he spent most of his career teaching in elementary and
secondary schools, he is now one of the respected German archaeologists of the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, primarily because of his excavations on the Greek island of Paros and in Egypt. Unfortunately,
his importance for German and Greek Classical archaeology and Egyptology is still not fully understood
and appreciated.

In 1898 and 1899 he carried out several small excavations on the island of Paros in and around the
capital of Parikia. Among other things, three ancient sanctuaries were explored by him (or his team) on
Kounados Hill (267m a.s.l.; 37°5’59.88” N and 25°10°38.19” E), located about 3.5 km northeast of the centre
of Parikia along the main road to Naoussa. There was a sanctuary probably dedicated to (Zeus) Hypatos
(the supreme Greek god worshipped on the mountain tops or heros/demigod Hypatos), another one of
Aphrodite (the goddess of love) and one dedicated to Eileithyia (the goddess of childbirth). In particular,
the Sanctuary of Eileithyia is also an important site in the context of the whole of ancient Greece.

However, for various reasons, Rubensohn did not complete the study of all the findings and artifacts
unearthed from these sites during his lifetime. The published papers contain only short descriptions of
the sanctuaries discussed of only a few sentences. In view of this fact, further research on the ancient
past of Kounados Hill and its sites during the 20th and 21st centuries has focused almost exclusively on
the religious-philological aspect (i.e. the study of cults), and not on the archaeological part. Rubensohn
himself was aware that it would be appropriate, given the importance of these sites, to prepare a
proper publication with a catalogue of finds, and towards the end of his life he began to prepare one.
Unfortunately, however, he was not able to finish it.

Our reconstructed manuscript ‘Die Heiligtiimer des Kunados-Berges’ contains several pages of
descriptions of all three shrines. The style of the text corresponds to that of the opening chapters of
Rubensohn’s 1962 book Das Delion von Paros* and reflects and refers in several places and pages (see
attached Notes) to Ilse Kleemann’s report on her visit to the Sanctuary of Aphrodite on Kounados Hill in

! Jewish Museum in Berlin, Sammlung Otto Rubensohn, inv. no. 2006/27/33.
? Jewish Museum in Berlin, Sammlung Otto Rubensohn, inv. no. 2006/27/608 and 2006/27/609.
3 Jewish Museum in Berlin, Sammlung Otto Rubensohn, inv. no. 2006/27/609/2.

4 Rubensohn 1962. 1t is his ‘opus magnum’ and it is mainly because of this book that he is still appreciated in archaeological
community even nowadays.
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the summer of 1961. We therefore believe that Rubensohn planned to publish a new book on the results
of his research at Kounados Hill, which he began to prepare sometime in the autumn of that year and
the manuscript under discussion contains its opening chapter(s). This would, in fact, correspond with
the progress of work on the Delion book. That was published in 1962, so it must have been submitted to
the publisher sometime in the previous year. Rubensohn would thus have had spare capacity to prepare
another piece of work no later than the end of 1961.

In addition to describing all three sites, Rubensohn naturally began to prepare catalogue descriptions
of all the finds from the Sanctuary of Eileithyia, as evidenced by the dozens of pages of several different
kinds of artefact lists, ranging from simple enumerations to sheets with shorter descriptions.” One
of the important lists is most likely the complete list of all terracotta artefacts from this site (with
drawings of some of them), contained in the notebook ‘Funde auf Paros’.

In our opinion, this is a text whose first version was written during Rubensohn’s stay in Paros at the end
of the 19th century. The deletions, re-writing and other edits are of later date, some probably dating
back only to the 1960s, when Rubensohn began to prepare a general publication of the finds.

These two documents/texts are, in our opinion, well complemented by Ilse Kleemann'’s report on her
visit to Kounados Hill in the summer of 1961. Dr Ilse Kleemann was a German archaeologist who was
professionally interested in Greek sculpture of the Archaic and Classical periods and participated in
many field projects in Greece in the 1960s under the auspices of the Athens branch of the German
Archaeological Institute.

Since her report is a valuable testimony of the state of the Sanctuary of Aphrodite on Kounados Hill and
likewise her cover letter contains interesting facts, we also include in this book a transcription of both
her texts.

The book contains transcripts of all three documents/texts mentioned. Since the notebook ‘Funde auf
Paros’ and the report by Ilse Kleemann contain interesting and important sketches of the artefacts,
we also publish here - with the permission of the archives of the Jewish Museum in Berlin, of course -
reproductions of them. Most of the chapters are accompanied by photographs - the original Rubensohn’s
photos from the 1890s, photographs taken by Ilse Kleemann in 1961° and our photographs taken during
a visit to the sites in the summer of 2024.

This research is part of our project to (re-)identify and re-study all extant artefacts from the sites of
the Asklepieion (situated on a low-lying hill by the coast about 3 km south of the centre of Parikia)
and the Sanctuary of Eileithyia on Kounados Hill. Both these sites were excavated by Otto Rubensohn.
The project is of course being carried out under a valid permit, issued by the Ephorate of Antiquities of
Cyclades.”

> These manuscripts - and other texts from Rubensohn’s estate - will be the subject of our further research and publications.
¢ These photographs are deposited in the Archive of the Jewish Museum in Berlin and in the photo archive of the Athens branch
of the German Archaeological Institute.

?We would like to thank to Dr D. Athanasoulis, Ephor of Antiquities, to the responsible archaeologists Mr A. Papadimitriou and
Mr Y. Kourayos and the staff of Archaeological Museum of Paros.

iv



In addition to transcriptions of the documents, reproductions of the documents and additional
photographs, the book contains three shorter chapters with brief biographies of the archaeologists Otto
Rubensohn, Paul Baur (a German archaeologist, Rubensohn’s friend, who conducted further excavations
at the Sanctuary of Eileithyia in 1899) and Ilse Kleemann, and a chapter on Kounados Hill with a brief
description of the sites and the history of their research.

We hope that our edition of Rubensohn’s and Kleemann’s unpublished manuscripts and Rubensohn’s
notebook will help new interest in the archaeology of Kounados Hill and its interesting and important
sites.

We would like to take the opportunity to thank the people who have made possible the publication of
the archival texts and photographs presented here and others who have assisted us in our research. In
particular, the Director of the Archive of the Jewish Museum in Berlin, Dr Aurey Pomerance, and the
staff of the Athens Department of the German Archaeological Institute, Dr Katharina Brandt, Dipl.Phil.
Eleni Tzimi and Dr Dimitris Grigoropoulos. Our friends from Paros also supported us in our research on
the island - Iro Fokianou, Giorgos Karlas, Stella Tsavari, Spyros Papoutsis and Albi and Giorgos Michalis.
The German text has been checked and edited into modern form by Anna Klara Kouba. Graphic design
is by Lucie Pulchartova. We would also like to express our gratitude to our families.

Tomas Alusik and Pavla Alusikovd Dostalikova



